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That Toy Biz is offering a once 
in a lifetime chance to own a 
hand made, hand painted prototype model 
of your favorite Marvel Comics character. 


This offer is so exclusive that only one of each character exists! Each original 
pattern is a perfect 3-D representation sculpted 2:1 (t e the size of actual 
production figures) by some of the best industry professionals and hand painted 
according to strict specifications. These original pieces of art were used for 

; catalog photography, trade shows and as reference to indicate painting coverage, 
colors, and fine detail. 


These “crown jewels” of Toy Biz are available by solicitation bid only and must meet 
minimum bid requirements. Bids will be accepted by calling 1-800-869-2491. 


All bids must be received by April 1, 1997. If all figures are not sold at this time, 
’ they will be offered again in a second round of bidding. 


Starting bids are as follows: 


| $100 | 
4. Juggernaut: Light Up Weapon™ 9. Ghost Ride: 17. Alien Spider Slayer™ 
2. Smythe™ 10 Skinn 48. Dreadknight™ 
3. Mole Man™ 41, Gambit™ 49. Spiral™ 
| 4. Annihilus 1™ 42. Omega Red™ 20, Bloodhawk™ 
5. Psychoman™ 43. Strong Guy™ 21. The Protector™ 
6. Medusa™ 14. Marrow™ 22. Mondo™ 
| 7. Cyclops 1™ 15. Blob™ 23. Quark™ 
8. War Machine II™ 46. Cannonball™ 
| $1500 | 
| 24. Venom I™ 31. Silver Samurai™ 38. Modok™ 
25. Captive Sabretooth™ 32. Deep Space Cable™ 39. Iron Man: Space Armor” 
26. Green Goblin™ 33. The Thing IV™ 40. Doctor Octopus® 
27. Rogue™ 34. Johnny Storm 11™ 41. Iron Man: Subterranean’ 
28. Warstar™ 35. Wolverine: Space Armor* _— 42. Sabretooth: AOA™ 
29. Phoenix™ 36. Doctor Doom* 43. Kingpin™ 
30. Beast™ 37. Apocalypse™ 44, Exodus™ 
| $2000 | 
45. Original Invisible Woman™ — 48. Spider-Man Web Shooter* _ 51. Robot Wolverine® 
46. Original Iceman™ 49. Original Silver Surfer™ 52. Six Armed Spider-Man” 


47. Man-S| 


50. 14” Galactus™ 


be sent to the bidder of the accepted bid along with Toy Biz's complete terms and conditions of the sale. 
10 subject to 6% New Jersey Sales Ta» 


) an 
‘copyrighted by Toy Biz, Inc. All copyrights remain the property of Toy Biz, Inc. All rights reserved. Made in the U.S.A. 


Premiere Edition 


/ THE X-FILES" 
Stee feb sccks 
surcnAged carne 


TH OT ENT Fox CORE ALL RIGHTSRESERVED TE TOP COMPA 


DOUBLE UV-COATED CARDS 
Featuring: 


e LEVELS OF HIGH-TECH CHASE CARDS 


Shipping in February 


CHOOSE YOUR POISON 


Ceew Hayes! Parson Elves is. ta cry ftom those cute 
Wi Keebler cuys. By Crary Shut 


ADEVIL OF A TALE 

(Get the full story ce Marvels Man Without Fear, 
Baredevil fy Matthow Brady 

{() MANGA MAN: 

Author Fredenk Schact ives a history «aid Cults 
fesson in mans By Michael O'Conne 


) THE SECOND HALF 


Jin Lee apd Rob Lefeld head into the home streteh of 
"Heroes Feebort” By Cra Shut 
MODEL CITIZEN 


Sculptor extraondinare Randy Bowen shows you how to 
{umn your favonte chursclers. tor works of art By Craig 
Hat Thick” Shute 


‘THE WIZARD O&A: JAMES ROBINSON 


(One of comics! most versatile writers, James Robson, 
Keeps mac for the str By Mithew Had 


ACTION FIGURE PRICE GUIDE 
HOMEMADE HEROES 9 
PALMER'S PICES 


ee “ig ‘ToPi00 + 

orats 1 store for the second MARKET WATCH 1 
Pet of "Heroes ftom! INTRO TO THE PRICE GUIDE 

COMIC BOOK PRICE GUIDE 1 

RESOURCE PAGE 

MISC. STUFF 

SHOWS & CONVENTIONS 


caIO 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
‘TOP IO HEROES & VILLAINS 196 


Mess up a Jae Lee Hellshock cover (on purpose, no 
fess!) and win all kinds of neato Jae Lee artwork’ 


unk Shop and win yoursell a whole 
ool Starman stuff like watches, comics, 


art and more! 
TATTOOS 
x tattoos and wan a complete set of 
's new Xehten tattoo card set 


scky dinosaur and Tyrant artist Stephen 
il draw an onginal desosaur sketch of 
of ya (Ain't ho swell?) 


march 4997 @@ 


| 
| 


trom tne LOD... 


"WHATCHOO TALKIN’ ABOUT, WILLIS?" 


A SUPER CHANGE 


‘Something | never dreamed could fiappen ts Rappening. And I'm sure 
‘your initial response was just like mine Wag: "No way. They can’t do 
that!” So I shrugged it off until | saw the new costume. “Oh, no!” was 
‘my reaction. I'm talking about Superman getting 3 new costume. Now 
there's two sides to how | feel when it comesite Suipes’ change of cos- 
_tume. From the marketing standpoint, | age oven myfear of ic real quick. 
From the standpoint of "How can they #@ tiiaht die picture had to sic 
‘on my desk for about two weeks: {like i peweetaah sides of me. 


was ust in L.A., and got to visita plea where Dsive more toys than 
You can imagine—the Puzzle Zag Wardilisgsel Ive been to the Toys R 
Us Superstores. ..but whoa! You jusheamitlbaliave how many action fig~ 
ures are being sold—especially in EURBB@ARMIABI. This means one thing: 
another Wizard toy special—thé seeandllagigre—‘s coming out in Apri, 


This month, we've got So Faly/IMWERBMS things going on: a Star 
Wars #1/2 offer which is 2 “must” plies Batman/Wildcat die-cut 
‘Chromium card and a huge Star Wars Baaile==noc to mention great cov- 
ers by Jim Lee (Iron Man/Thing) aftd Gey Mord (Daredevil). Check out 
‘our feature on what's happening Wien Eeisecond half of the "Heroes 
Reborn” project (issues #6-#12) aniisee What James Robinson has to 
say about Storman, Leave itt Chapeeand file sequel. to The Golden Age 
in the Wizard Q&A. 


Make sure to check our the upeamning specials from Wizard, includ: 
ing So: Invasion in February, a JA speeial9) March and our second Toy 
Fare in April, DO NOT MISS THEM! GR ULL 


See ya next month, 


Za 


Gareb S. Shamus 


‘ABE MEMBERSHIP HAS BEEN APPLIED FOR 
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“T-ER VERTIGO 
I = E R v DC COMICS 
Suggested for Mature Readers 


Four issues Coming in February For the neat SE COSC BOOK. 


{©1997 DC Comics. All Rights Reserved. Vertigo ® DC Comics. 


‘Letters About Letters 


_ One thing that tells me that we, (chae’ 5: s you the let 
ter reader) are doing a good job is the fact t that we get alot of letters about 
__ letters here. We've had a lot of fun in the past with a few letters page con- 

"_troversies like the Iron Man vs. X-Men battle, the “Should Spider-Man have 

_ killed Carnage?" question and the ever-present debate over just how mai 

_ Tikes ie takes to get the Tootsie Roll center of a Tootsie Pop. (Once and for 


rer writer and me the let- 


But most of those were in the old days. Now, I'm getting letters about 
= _ tattoos (see last issue’s fiasco for details), the pros and cons of the band 
"Oasis, John Pading and his now-infamous “Dork Aptitude Test and comic 


creator dream teams. | also got notification that “Ghastly” Graham 
Ingles, the amazing artist on several EC Comics horror titles of the 1950s 
who we briefly discussed in issue #64’s “Magic Words,” is deceased. He _ 
passed away on April 4, 1991. We lead this month off with several letters 
about letters. USCS i RUE SOSH a 

So read on. There’s a lot of interesting stuff here. We even address the 


nougat question this issue... BS AROSE DEIR 


5 ope that Dave someday finds a 
“nice gir that won'c make him wonder if = 
_nomvlfeform is better than a woman, 


Mary Jordan 
 103743,3060@ 
CompuServe.com 
Okay. Food for thought. A few clarif- 
cations, though: First, men care about 
who wins in ALL football games. Sec- 
‘ond, men are generally much more 
explicit than women. We tend to be 
‘more direct, and thus less receptive to 
hints. If you, or any women, go out of 
your way to be a bit more explicit and 


tionships with m will improve. Your 
relationships with comics will probably 
; Improve for that matter, too, 
Dear Jim, en eee 
have to agree with your answer to Dave i wget 
‘Amiot’s letter in Wizard#63 about which To answer your request in Wizard #63, 
is batcer—comics or girls. Being girlwho here is mylist of likes; 
reads comics, | must say we're a lot_ When someone compliments my haircut 
better. Maybe you can’t get a jillion When | get ma ‘without any il % 
dollars for one of us (well, most of 
us) atan auction, but we're priceless comes out. It’s so long between issues! 
anyway, aren'twel Maybe the ques- When | find money nan old pair of eans. 
tion should be: Which is better— When my drive-thru order is right. 
comics or guys? When my girfriend sleeps in my shire 
True, comics are only two-dimen- and leaves it smelling ike her, 
sional, but they're still not as shallow 
as some guys | know. And comics don't ;; Dusty Dean — 
constancy change the TV from ones HawkeyeB58@aol.com 
football game to another when they Nice list. particularly like the ginfriend- 
don't even really care who wins either of smell one. That smell on the pillow is 
BY) chem. Also, comics don’e forget to call, very nice, too, However, methinks that 
| and | have a feeling thacif comics were if you're a typical comic fan, compli 
[sentient they could wkea hint, ments on your halreut must be very few 
Of course, you can say equally bad or and far between. es 
worse things about girls, Or comics, for that eens Ahi 
“matter, The fact of the matter is that most. Dear Jim, ‘ 
people are good, but small percentage are | recently bought Wizard #64, advil 


ALL LETTERS PA STEURIZED FOR YOUR PROTECTION } 


28 JUWE 


My Bloody Walentine 


Featuring: Carwonan, THE JOKER, POISON Ivy, THE RIDDLER, JAMES GoRDon, 
Hanver DENT, GOTHAM's TOP MOB 6055, AND A KILLER CALLED HOLIDAY 


13-ISSUE MAXISEAIES Ao look for the BATAAN: HAUNTED KNIGHT ree paperback 


LooKING FoR THE NEAREST comics shoe? 
Cal, 1-888-comic woox! 


The Shocks Continue in February BCs © 197A Rin et 


the freakshow continues... 


reading “Magic Word: 
interested to find a letter trom 
‘one John Pading of Alameda, 
Calif. In this letter, Mr. Pading 
tells us that most readers of Wiz- 
rdare dorks and gives a test to 
see how dorky we are, Mr. Pading also 
seems to believe that he is not dorky ata. 
‘Atver reading the test and taking i (lended 
up a “dork"), [found a few flaws. The way 
understand this test, Mr. Pading is rating 
people's dorkiness by the standards of his 
‘own life. | made a few corrections. Here is 
the revision: 

The Official John Pading Dork Test: 
This is a test to see just how dorky John 
Pading is. John, add points where they 
apply, and subtract ones that apply and 
have a negative. 

You wrote the Dork Aptitude Test 
found in Wizard #64: score 20 points 

Your name is John Pading, and you are 
from Alameda, California: 175 

You think that"‘Sear Trek” is worthless: 10 

You are human: -10 

You hate Wizard: -20 

‘You think you arena dorke 500 

You think you have a girffriend: 150 

You don'r like manga: 10 

You are a smartass: 50, 


You have moshed: 40 
‘You truly listen to alternative music: -20 
You adic that you are truly a dork -500 
Scoring 

-550 through +1: You're olay, John 
+955: Ha. ha John. You ARE 


There. tim dane. 
Mike Ferrarella 
Maspeth, NY 
Boy, this Pading guy turned out to be 
‘one less-than-completely-popular fella. 
Sure, his list was rather on the arrogant 
side, but I think there was also an ele- 
ment of “it’s all in good fun” to it. But 
‘everyone sure seems to have been riled 
up by it. Maybe it hits a little too close 
to home for some people...? 


Dear Jim, 
In Wizard #63, Greg Dennis asked if you 
were going to keep Wolvie the same or 
change him back. You said you'd Keep him 
the same, What friggin’ say do you have in 
the matter? 
Peter Parker 
Kelowna, B.C., Canada 
What friggin’ say do I have? Well, what 
friggin’ say do you have? | mean, who 
the hell do you think you are, Peter 
Parker or something? The Amazing Frig- 
gin’ Spider-Man?! What's that? You are 
Peter Parker? Oh. | guess you might have 
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Hey, Chief, 


be afraid * 
Jim okes oe offs favorite ters ofthe month ond spotight iter. Thre's na logic tobe to ths, or there o prize 


Batad 


By the way, nougat consists of peanut butter, salt, corn syrup and butter. Please print 


this 


for centuries 


the world can know the answer to a puzzling problem that’s plagued mankind 


Nick Thorburn 
Campbell River, B.C., Canada 
thorburn@oberon.ark.com 


Uh, actually, according to the friendly folks at M&MIMars customer service, nougat 
is made of a high-boiled syrup combined with a confection called frappe. Frappe 
is made by combining egg whites and soy protein, So there. 


some say in it, then. Never mind. 
By the way, great job taking out the 
Hobgoblin last month. Stetlar work. 


qn sch he 


= = 


Thank you for printing my letter in 
Wizard #63! | was so insane with happi- 
ness | ran up and down the stairs, then 
ran outside and around the block. The 
next day I went to school and showed 
all my friends and teachers my letter, and 
they were insane with jealousy. | went 
to my favorite comic shop and they said 
they would hang up my letter somewhere 
in the store, The whole city of San Lean- 
dro probably knows about my letter! 
‘There is widespread insanity all over the 
Bay Area! 

Anyway, why did you print my letter? 
Was it because | typed it? Was it a good 
question? What were the chances of my 


leer getting printed? 
Brian Danganan 
San Leandro, CA 
For those just tuning in, Brian wrote @ let- 
ter asking about Marvel’s “unstable 
molecules” and where Professor Xavier 
gets all his money. 
To answer your questions, Bri, | ran the 
letter because it contained some good 
general questions that | thought our 
readers would enjoy knowing the answers 
to. When I get tired of smart-ass quips, 
I ike to try doing a little bit of educa- 
tion ‘round these parts. Typing helps, 
but by no means is it a necessity in get- 
ting a letter published. Your odds in get- 
ting published were about 150 to one, 
‘as we get about 3,000 letters a month 
and run about 20, Even though we get so 
many letters that there’s no way we can 
respond to them all, rest assured that all 
letters are read, and many letters lead to 
direct changes every month in Wizard, 
And hey—see if you can keep it calm 
this time, 


Dear Wizard, 
t've heard that Daredevils powers came 
from some radioactive gunk that took his 
eyesight and enhanced his other senses. I've 
also heard that Stick, that old ninja guy, 
trained Daredevil to enhance his senses nat- 
rally. Which is right? 
Chad Wm. Porter 
Weston, Ontario, Canada 
Well, according to Daredevil Editor 
Jomes Felder, “Matt Murdock was hit by 
@ radioactive canister that blinded him 
and apparently heightened his senses. 


When Stick began training Matt, he 
claimed that the radioactivity was not 
the cause of Matt’ heightened senses— 
thot, in fact, every person har the capo- 
bilities inside them to foster such powers. 
DD's abilities seem to have developed in 
@ three-step process: the canister blind 
ing him, Stick's training him ond Matt's 
natural aptitude to enhance his senses.” 

So I guess your answer isa little bit 


Hey, Wizard, 
Has anyone else noticed that thase nutty 
folks at Marvel are making Magneto, or 
“Joseph” as they're calling him these days, 
seem a heck ofa loti 


e the “Age of Apoc- 
neto? Let's see: 


th have that long. hair 
Jook happening 

They're both interested in Rogue. The 
AoA" Magneto even married her. And the 
“AoA Magneto found a way for Rogue to 
control her powers, joseph seems pretty 
darn close to that 25 well 

‘They're both good guys. 

If Marvel is planning on curning the 
“normal” Magneto into the “Age of 
Apocalypse” Magneto all | can sayis..d0 
Je! The “AoA” Magneto was the best 
Magnus I've seen in ages! And Joseph is 
well on his way to the top of my list of 
favorite characters! 

Mark Campbell 
Ark MarkX@aol.com 


Hey! It’s Pen Pals 


Serdar me aes, op gre ve i fe Po, 
Cth a Woes xh pg Mag Wa” ot 
‘anti orl yer 

eae. ya wt at 
tae oe aed i fy 
vetodi fii opot yan inks 
‘Phony Arar Cine’ 
ined or om eed 
ok "Wd 

Neto Bas) 


GIVE AE JUST 
30 MINUTES AND I'LL 


MARK 


(OTe Hort 


Do you want to be known as a man 
of the world? De you want 


phisticution™ ti 


 so0n-to-he-forge 


At hon 
won't 
you brashly sport 
Krusty the Clown, 


YOU MST EF LAST 18 YEARS CLO BE BLE 
CONE OT ESPON FOR MSPS, 


2ND LOCATION COMING SOON! TWO 


Prepare youself for fying heodbuts of hilt os Homer Simpson proves his mettle o wrestle 


in Simpsons Comics #29! 


YOU FOR LIFE 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


‘UY ANY TWO OFTHIS esos Ar OG 
REGULAR FICE AND ETA THIRD THTTOO FE 


as 3 


Caares 


See? 


“CHANGE OF HEART” 
1/2 PRICE SALE! 


(Wr EP COSTOMEE CTH COUPON) 


DOORS DOWN FROM MOE'S BARI 


According to Marvel Editor-in-Chief 
Bob Harras: “The ‘Age of Apocalypse” 
‘Mogneto belongs to another timeline, 
‘Mark. Our Magneto, or ‘Joseph," as 
he iz now known, is obviously going 
through @ lot of changes, But what 
happens with him ond Rogue, only 
time will tell: 


Nictambight— KyleHoys Jody Sormhare Mott cityre 
eis hence Paya pat Peper 
Peonih ot Gee | Thmnktn ve 
Ve at Brn rien 
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Dear Wizard, 

need advice on something kind of comic- 
relaved, Here's the story. lam a ninth grader. 
and { have been in love with a girl since sixth 
grade, Anyway. | asked her out lke six times, 
and she always said no. But the last time 
she suid no, she threatened to ell me, called 
comics immature and wrote some mean 


‘andy Ford Tarran Liversidge 
i 0 a fe See 
SES, toe 

ein aki Sono Sy 
a pe a 

ce 


there are any jobs in the comic 
Being a bi n, sr, industry in which talents of my type would 
of peop! rersmak- be needed? 


sending her ha rotsinmy Inghockpound appearancernisuesof | Kenan Farrell 
ame threatening her. Thathap- A Touch of Silver, Jim Valentino’s cur- farrell@expert.cc.purdue.edu 
homens ballon Nemelimage Conte offeve | Tahal withthe com Indust, ee 
| and | thought 'forgot about her over the = you and me go the horse track. Ill find 


yer. But when | saw her again afew Dear Overactive Fanboys, — a use for that kind of talent. 
lays ago, | realized | still love her. | just Whacthe heck isa lo-prize? hg Rie alae 
don't know what to do, Should | apologize xb Max Wood _ Dear Wizard Peop! Sie 
and ask her out again or apologize and try Jacksonville, FL pe nealaalee Bnes to find prices 
to be friends, like she always wanted? Or Nothing. According to Harry N. Abrams, on the. title Secret Defenders, but you 
should just forget? author of Marvel: Five Fabulous Decades haven't printed them in your price guide. 
we Mark McDermott of the World’s Greatest Comics, Mo Wye OE io 
Cumberland, RI yelBigKohuna Stan Lee started givingout = isstitié‘«‘;*‘és a Wr icc 
| Forget it. She may have called comics the recognition of a “No-prize”’ for cool Deltona, FL 
“immature” (which they can sometimes letters that made Marvel's lettercols in the Eg AION i ws, 
be), but sending “hate notes” is never a mid-1960s. Later, specially designed empty secret that even the prices of their 
"mature ideo, especially if someone else No-prize envelopes, containing nothing, comics are secret. Sorry. 
‘is doing it for you. If you have something _ were mailed to the lucky recipients. Ls 
to say to someone, say it. Face to face, They have their No-prize, we got our 
calmly, without getting nasty. These things Bunny Award. Same, same. 
have a way of working themselves out. 
| Give ita rest. It’s the best course. Dear Wizards of Comicdom, 
By the way, tince when did this col- 1) De Wolverine and Rogue know their 
“umn become “Advice to the Lovelorn”? real full names? 
2) f Beast shaved his fur, would he sell 
be blue? ‘a 
3) How do you rank your comie, card 
and toy prices? 


Ron Jimenez Jr. 
La Mirada, CA 
1) Yep. They just ain’ tellin’ 
2) Well, we looked for all the hair- 
less portions of the Beast we could find 
(without removing his little X-trunks, of 
‘course) and came up with his eyelids and 
hi th of which are blue. That | 
leads us to believe that, yes, the Beast is a 
blue-skinned under all that fur. Marvel Hello, Wizard, 
Dear Wizard, spokesman John Cerilli's only official How com icFarlane ver | 
\have al the regular issues of mage Comics’ comment on the matter was that “Only ewer aon 
‘incredible /963 series, but not the Annual, _his hairdresser knows for sure.” Frank Koshel 
Was it ever published? 3) I think they're kind of funky, — NS sanford, FL 
Kevin A. Mcliwain they've got anice beat and they're easy «=» FKWHIZ@aolcom 
i Munhall, PA to dance to. | give “em an 86, I ied to reach Todd McFarlane forcom 
_ kam78@unixl.ccacedu me ment, but he could not be reached for | 
Nope. The 1963 mini-series consisted of | Dear Wizard, — . "comment on Ayes can meet oe 
ix incredibly cool retro-feel comics like A couple times now I've had dreams reached for comment. Seriously. 
_ Mystery, Inc. (a Fantastic Four knock- where | was in a comic store 
off) and Horus, Lord of Light char 4 ~ hi 
ccter who bore an uncanny resemblance happened Ses MERON are 
jehelp. please? — 


to Sergio 
tothe Mighty Thor). The series was sup- before. Jong tim 


the present day. 
2 straints on the psychic, but what else could | 
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BEAVIS AND BUTT-HEAD ARE JUST INNOCENT TEENAGERS, 
GUILTY OF TRYING TO HAVE A GOOD TIME. .......//7//WATCH THEM MEET PRESIDENT CLINTON, 
ATTEMPT TO “DO IT" WITH AN UNDERCOVER PROSTITUTE, AND CARRY OUT OTHER INLAL FUL 

ACTIVITIES THAT DONT SUCK... 


-« THESE EPISODES FEATURE AEON FLUX, ANARCHIST AND 
FREEDOM FIGHTER, AS SHE CONTINUES TO FIGHT THE POWERS THAT BE, ENCOUNTERING A 
DROOLING MUTANT BABY, A VIRUS THAT CAUSES INSANITY, AND A MAD PLAN 


TO CHANGE THE COURSE OF HUMAN EVOLUTION... SSSSRP 12.95] 


HUUAVAELABLE GHLY ON VIDED! 


Fans who go ther tro pind this month vil ath 


recive wo isses of Kid Supreme autographed by Dan 
Froga, puso copy ofthis isu of Wiardsigned by the and after doing the Sergio Massacres 
etre Wizard reatve sto, asnazzy WeordTshin ond Marvel and Sergio Destroys DC one- 
«funky Wizard op! The creator of he best envelope ghoty fe moving back to his route at 
wins the comics, issue, shit and cop, pls 0 piece of : cf 

final i Senet by Frege! (Tanks he ol, Den) iss: graeme A ci Aad hel 

ease indude e erly printed return adress ond Uist of characters, yeor there. 

eicted onthe back of your envelope. 


Ihave a few questions for you. 

1) Do you bathe each day? 

2) What is your Internet 
address, if you have one? 

3) Can you please answer 
this letter? 

4) Are you married or single? | ask 
because | know this great girl for you 

Khoa Tran 

TTran19945@aol.com 

Ihave a few answers for you. 

1) Yes. If | get really sweaty, | might 
even bathe twice daily. 

2) That would be Wiz Words@aoLcom. 
E-mailed letters to “Magic Words” can be 
sent to this address. 

3) Okay. 

4) I'm single, | usually try to scare 
up girlies on my own, but what the 
heck—I'll give yours a try. Get yourself 
@ big cardboard box, punch some air- 
holes in it, stuff her in, give her two egg 
salad sandwiches and express mail her 
to me. I'll see if she measures up. 


Dear Wizard, 

Why is everyone suddenly into anime 
and mango? | hate them! 

Matt Bib 

New Castle, DE 


Yeah! Me hate them too! Mango bad! 
I'mean, | could see kiwi fruit or maybe 
‘even pomegranates. But mangos? They're 
the yuckiest of the fruits! 


God, how I love setups like that. Until 


we meet again, rest assured that 
Tremain... 


Jim McLauchlin will write for beer. He 
will also write for Cheez-Its, football 
cards or issues of Werewolf by Night 
that he needs. 
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~ UNLEASHED © 
IN MARCH! 


Get Ready for Round Two of 


AMALGAM COMICS 


Jou've been asking for \tand they've finally listened! Dark 
Claw, Super-Soldier and other favorite Amalgamated 
heroes are returning to action in April 
Marvel Comics and DC Comics have announced 
that Amalgam Comics will rexurn for a second round dur- 


ing the week of April 2, for 12 all-new one-shots. Amal- 


gam Comics: Round Two will be based upon the highly 
popular Amalgam comics which merged Marvel and DC 
characters into allnew ones released during the Marvel ver- 
sus DC crossover in early 1996, Amalgam Comics: Round 
eloped Amalgam char- 
acters and a handful of brand-new ones 
They will all be ##1s," said John Cerili, junior publicist 
at Marvel Comics. “Just like last time, there will be six pub- 
lished by Marvel and six issued by DC. 
Sources also indicate that the Amal 
the anfysuperhero titles offered by both Marvel a 
‘week. In addition, all titles will include the Am: 
Here's the lowdown on the |2 scheduled one-shots: 
‘*Bat-Thing—(Batman/Thing written by Larry Hama. 
drawn by Rodolfo Damaggio and Bill Sienkiewicz) 
When a scientist's experiment goes awry, he transforms 


Two will feature both previously d 


1m titles will be 
DC thar 


am logo. 


into something that's half-bac/half-thing. The result is a 
creature seeking vengeance on a gang. 

‘+ The Dark Claw Adventures—{ Wolver 
Adventures, writcen by Ty Templeton, drawn by Tem- 
pleton and Riek Burchett) In an animated series style, 


Dark Claw encounters a new assassin in New Gotham 
named Lady Talia who is seeking revenge on Dark Claw, the 
‘man who killed her father Ra’s A-Pocalypse in self-defense. 

* Generation Hex—(Generation XJonah Hes, written 
by Peter Milligan, drawn by Adam Pollina) Taking place 
in the Amalgam Universe’s past, Jono Hex and his mutant 
posse of Skinhunter, Madame Banshee and Retribution 
roam the Western frontier and gunsling thelr way into the 
town of Humanity. 

*/LX Unleashed—(Justice League of AmericalX-Men 
Unleashed, writen by Christopher Priest, drawn by Oscar 
Jimenez and Hanibal Rodriguez) Could this be the JLX’s 
final battle? As the Hellfire League of Injustice calls upon Fin 
Fang Flame, things look bleak for all metamutants, especially 
since the JLX’s recent beating by the Armageddon Agenda 
has left Mr. X, Apollo and the others inactive. 

Lobo the Duck—(Lobo/Moward the Duck, written by 
Alan Grant, drawn by Val Semeiks and Ray Kryssing) 
Manhattan is destroyed, Spider-Boy, Dark Claw and even 


Above: Covers for Super Soldier: Man of 
War #1 and The Dark Claw Adventures #1 
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Super-Soldier are dead. It's up to the cigar-smok- 
jng Lobo the Duck to discover the identity of the 
culprit. Not even his loving girlfriend Bevarlene can 
calm Lobo's wrath against Doctor Bong-Face. 
*Super-Soldier: Man of War—{(Super- 
man/Coptain America, written by Mark Waid, 
wn by Dave Gibbons) Flashback to World 
War il and the Golden Age of Amalgam as Super- 
F meets up with Sge. Rock and his Howl- 
Commandos. As the evil Major Zemo 


Left: Covers for Lobo the 4 
Duck #1 and JLX Unleashed#1 


prepares to experiment on the cap 
tured Commandos, can Super-Soldier 
prevail over Zemo and his secret 
weapon, the War Wheel? 

* Challengers of the Fantastic— 
(Challengers ofthe Unknown/Fantastic Four, 
written by Karl Kesel, drawn by Tom 
Grummett and Al Vey) SH.LELD. 
agent Sue Storm, scientific genius Reed 
Richards, young Johnny Storm and Sen- 
ator Ben Grimm—four fantastic indi- 
vidvals known for cheating death—must 
face the coming of Galactial (a mix of 
Galactus and Brainiac) 

tron Lantern—{Iron ManiGreen 
Lontern, written by Kurt Busiek, drawn 
by Paul Smith and Al Williamson) 
Gaining his powers from Planet Oa and 
protected by his life-sustaining armor, 
Hal Stark (the Iron Lantern), must use 
his otherworldly power to protect Stark 
Aircraft from the combined attack of 
Great White, Sapphire Masque an 
Mandarinestro! 

* Magnetic Men Featuring Mag- 
neto—{Metal Men/Magneto, written by 
Tom Peyer. drawn by Barry Kitson 
and Dan Panosian) Upon Magneto's 
request, the Magnetic Men attempt to 
create civilian identities for themselves. 
but the Sinister Society and its evil 
robots won't allow that to be as easy 
as it sounds 

*Spider-Boy Team-Up—«Spider- 
Man/Superboy, written by Karl Kesel 
and Roger Stern, drawn by Jo 
‘Cadronn) Spider-Boy teams up with 
his 2099 counterpart Mig-el in the pre- 
sent, and with the help of the Time 
Cube, Spider-Boy ventures to 2099 
where he hooks up with the Legion of 
Galactic Guardians. This issue promises 
‘guest stars galore 

* Thorion of the New Asgods— 
(ThoriNew Gods, wricen by Keith Giffen, 
drawn by John Romita Jr.) Batting in 
the polar region between New Asgard 
and Apokalips, Thorion takes on his evi 

brother L}Ok D’Saad. When the dust setdes, Thano- 
seid emerges from the shadows to cause ever 
more disharmony. 

* Uncanny X-Patrol— {Uncanny X-Men/Doom 
Patrol, written by Barbara Kesel, drawn by 
Bryan Hitch) Your favorite X-Patrol members 
are back: Niles Cable, Elasti-Girl, Shatterstarfire, 
Ferro-Man, Beastling and Dial H.U.S.K.! And in 
this issue, it's the X-Patrol vs, the Brother Brood! 
"Nuff said! m Matthew Senreich 


TITANS 60 
MANGA! 


"Daredevil #364 will be my last issue,” soid Korl 
Kesel, current writer of Daredevil “The reason for 
any departures simply that fe ike ve been war 
ing too much lately on | feel os if my wark isnot as 
good ait could be” 

According to Kesel, the decision to drop Dare: 
dlevilwos nol on easy one. Kesl, regular writer 
af Adventures of Superman, Superboy ond 
the Ravers and Daredevil, has flt overbur. 
dened by his workload in recent months and has 
decided that he needed to leave one af his regu 
Jor monthly titles in order to better devote his 
fime to the other two. 

“IF wees doing « litle less work, | think the work 
| did do would be « lot better," said Kesel. “Maybe I'm 
fooling myself, but | relly do feet «hit stretched thin * 

With that mentality, Kesel wes forced into choos. 
ing which of his hee regular files fo leave. “Super 
‘man wes no going ay. Superman's stady i 
and inthe unsteady marketplace, | never ely con 
sidered sending that ane away,” sid Kesl. “So 
{ound myself going bork ond forth between Soper: 
bey ond Doradei 

"Mt was hard because Daredevil was receiving 


Marvel Comi 
financial difficulry. 


ue out what lo do wth th character,” he edded 
Ad the Soperbay bok sj so much fun to work 
‘on. So | chose to cross off Daredevil 

In bs inl few tues, ese wil concentrate on 
Doredevits supporting cost—spetifcally Foggy, 
Razor and Karea—rother thon center on Matt 
Murdock (ao. Daredevil 

“tn would have bees nice to sy I eft Matt in 
1 new situation, but where [ was in the story, | was 
atthe point of resolving eter stuf,” said Kes. 
“tl tke the reltonhip between Foggy and Razor 
to.a certain ploteou where thee wil be a certain 
confrontation nd resolution between them which 
[felt ws important Yo do, And Karen wil leave 
with «question mark concerning her jb at (radio. 
sttion) WSK. 

Begining with Dorederi #365, 
Joe Kelly the new Deadpoo! 
mini-series, 2099: World of 
Tomorrow wil oily lke 
cover the writing reigns of the 
book. Meanwhile, Cary Nord ilremain on he ile 
os teguar pele. 

In addition to Kesel departing, Dare 
devs editor James Felder will also be 


WH 
for Bankruptcy 


y) 


will need more than superheroes to pull the company out of 


Marvel Entertainment Group inc. fled for Chapter 1 bankruptcy on Dec. 27 and 

has proposed a $525 million restructuring plan to bring the company back to its mighty 

17) Marvel roots. Despice this bankruptcy fling, Marvel Comics will continue to publish its comic 
Be aria estar ater Oe eer lorie 

1), “There will be absolutely no interruption of our publishing schedule or our devel- 

} opment plans for TV and feature film {projects}, interactive products and services 


Mh 
Hy 


: 


licenses and sponsor partnerships, themed restaurants and theme park attractions,” 
said David Schreff, president and COO of Marvel Entertainment Group. “We plan 
to produce just as many books every month, wich no interruptions. We plan to con- 
tinue to employ our editors, creators, artists and so forth.” 

According to Schreff,all freelancers and creators will continue to be paid in full and 


1) on time, including exclusive contracted artists, such as Uncanny X-Men penciler Joe 

|) Madureira and Ko-Zar penciler Andy Kubert. 

} Marvel Entertainment Group is currently comprised of Marval Comics, Toy Biz (toys 
and action figures), Fleer/SkyBox (trading cards), Marvel Studios (film and television 
development), Marvel Mania (restaurant chain) and Marvel Interactive (computer prod- 
ucts and online services). Ron Perelman (who currently owns Marvel Entertainment 


Carl leahn (owner of TWA and currently batting for control of RJR-Nabisco) has vowed 
to fight Perelman in court concerning the questionable nature in which Perelman is han- 


Hy 
77) velin next month's Wizard. 
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Hy 
) dling the payment of Marvel shareholders and bondholders. ™ Matthew Senreich 
y Editor's Note: This story broke os Wizard went to pres. Look forthe complet story on Mar- 


leaving not only from Daredevil, but from Marvel 
Comics in January, cing personal reasons. “We 
are sat ee Jim go,” sid Mave Editor in Chet 
Bob Horras. "And wo wish hm the best in his 
future endeavors. Also, we ae sory to see Kal 
0, but we're exited to have Joe Kelly taking on 
the boo." m Matthew enrich 


Kesel’s Daredevil 
was successful 
because of his light- 


hearted approach 
The inside scoop on the 
comic industry 
+ Sources insie Marvel Comics hit thatthe 
| publisher plns to have © “Flashback Month’ this 
‘summer. During that month, all Marvel Universe 
‘locies in alts wil take place 10 yeors inthe post 
The ‘Heroes Reborn’ les wil remain needed 
by the *Fshbeck Month an itis il unsure ws 
wheter tht month's “asbock” books wil be sl 
conned tres or prof «malig sue story a 

Word on the sret hast that his summer’ 
big crossover is ented "Zero Tolerance 
Tensions wil li more than ever before in the X 
Universe, os humans will have...well, ero 
tolerance for mutts 

“It isexpaied that Joe Lee (Hellshock) wil 
drow X-Men/WIACA.T.s #4. The storyline is 
stid 10 fie into the "Days of Future’s Past” fale 
{rom way bock in Uncanny X-Men #141-~#142. 

* “Heroes Reborn’ guest-arist update! fon | 
Ghurchlsexpced to filn on Avengers from #8 
10412. Stephen Platts expected toil in for Rob 
liefld on Copton America #10 ond #11. 

* Steven T. Seagle (Sandman Mystery 
Theatre) is scheduled To wit Marvel's monthly 
‘Alpha Fight, dv ot later his yer. 

‘© Art Adams (Monkeyman & O'Brien) has 
ten pegged by WidStorm Poductns fo drow the 
Gen!” Generation X crossover. The book is sled 
to it shelves in 2003. (Relo, just kidding. No 
relnse date has ben et) 

* Heroes for Hire, 0 new Marvel eon book 
set for Moy, sors Hulk, Hercules, Power Man, 
Iron Fist ond White Tiger. 


In a world of darkness, the Wizard alone 
can renew the life-giving light of the Crystal... | 


Guardian 


of the Crystal | 


An expertly crafted figurine sculpted 
with fascinating, hand-painted details! 


Since time began, the Crystal has held the powers of 
hope and light. But now its radiance has been weakened J 
by a wicked sorceress who plots to create « realm of 
ever-lasting darkness that she alone will rule, 
& Only the Wizard knows the. s that will restore 
BA, (ie Cosstal’s power: But he is cencuries old and his 
BD memory of the ancient incancations is dim. Can he 
cail on his powers one last time..t0 save the light 
of the world? 
Discover the answer when you acquire the 
Guardian of the Crystal, a spectacular figurine 
available exclusively from the Danbury Mint! 


h in detail; adorned with a pure crystal. 
The Guardian of the Crystal is expertly crafted of 
cold-cast porcelain, a material prized for its ability 
to hold intricate detail. Notice the wrinkles of time 
on the Wizards lifelike face and the rich texture of 
his flowing beard. Skillful hand-painting brings to 
fy life the Owl of Wisdom on his shoulder and the 
red-eyed Dragon of Courage at his feet. The sphere 
in his hands is genuine, high-quality crystal. 


Attractively priced; sat guaranteed 
You can own the Guardian fal fOr just 
$49.90, payable in two convenient installments of 
$24.95". Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If not com- 
pletely satisfied, you may return the sculpture within 
30 days for a replacement or refund. To order, return 
your Reservation Application today! 


“Plus any applicable sales tax and $2.25 8 


Richards Avenue * Norwalk, CT 0685 


© MBI 


The Danbury Mint Send 
47 Richards no money 
Norwalk, CT 06857 Guardian now, 
of the Crystal 
Yes! Please accept my reservation for Guardian of the 
Qystal as described in this announcement. 


Name 

Address 
City 
Suvi = a ee ee 


eg 
Shownapproximately actual size of 9 in helght. 


Signature 


Allow 4 t0 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. 7 IT2FUZI 


Waidl Kubert Reunite to Revive Ka-Zar 


he Savage Land and shuns ci 


k 


Then there is 
Marvel Comics 
will be 


Leading up to « 


Ll 
Sensational Spider-Man #13415, Ka 
Zar will play 


supporting role that will 


‘One of the main villains will be Ka- 


Zar’s brother who wants him dead, so his 


uy Gregor who 
worked with Kraven [the Hunter,” said 
Kubert, In addition to showing up in Sen. 


ie Scronrnler BY i wile Bhosaps or eacien 
She-Devil and his sidekick tiger Zabu. _oxcite: 
The main con ies our excitement, we're going to m: 


Kubert. "Marland |are very 
h 


rk together again, and w 


Jand—the willbe surrounding Shana who kes tii 


Titans Go Manga With 
‘Scissors, Paper, Stone’ 


Monga bits he mainstream this Morch when DC Comics wil relese Titans: Scissors, Poper, 
Stone, on Esewords prestige one shot by Dirty Pir writes/artst Adam Warren, 

“I ove mange,” confessed Teen Titans editor Dan Thosand. “Ths projet began wit plans for 
Legends ofthe Deod Eth’ Titonsonnual and my hankering to work with Adam Warren it seemed 
naturol—he bas such «great tke on younger characters This was projet where he coud ge! away 
with amet anything * 

Wren was amenable fo the ideo, came up with concept and stared work. A the fist pages 
cane in, the projec shifted gers, cording o Thorson, "| showed them to (OC Executive Eso] 
‘Mike Corfn nd be sci, Tiss oo good la jut be on annual; we have fo mcke this a prestige boo.” 
We gave Adom another 10 poges an putt on glosy pages.” 

Te story tokes place 6000 yeors inthe future, as o young woman named Jomadagni puts 
together o team of young heroes to deal wih o major css, in much the some way Raven pulled 
together the second set of Titans inthe erly 1980s 

Sa how wl is project be different rom a mainstream opprooch o superhero acon “A tof what | 
like about mango isthe character desig, 
bch you're starting fo seein American 
comics. But onather port isthe more 
adventurous opproach to stryeig,” 
Worren explained, And Worren pledged 
tha Jopanese clement of storyiling wil 
be 0 part of Scissors, Paper, Stone: I 
didn't do anything 10 moke my work 
mare‘American' fr his pred,” said 

Thorslond agred: “t's 48 pages 
of stuff that only Adam Warren 
‘ould write and illustrot—incuding 
action sequences featuring 60-foot 
monsters ond stuff like that. A ot of 
humor ond a lot of torment ond 
angst oll mixed up—its the distilled 
essence ofthe Wolfmon/Pérez Titans 
6000 yeors inthe future.” 

Tins: Scissors, Paper, Stone ships 
March 5 ato cover price of $4.95 
1m Patrick Dane O'Neil 


worth reading.” a 
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Dawn’ 
Pursue 


TENTION COMIC COLLECTO! 


Joseph Monks, rsdn of (FD Produtos, w/a 
Joseph Michel Linsner ond Sirus Entertainment 
pubsher Robb Horan 
is espns for eating coun 
Dawns the fle coproeed 
for Dewnis no conn 
hone for Sis Enter 

Al three ave p 
tent af 


Monks nd Linsey 
xh file Denby Liner 


fst sut 
1996, 
he poor sep. 
‘rotor: ad printing on 
the 


coorse 
square patter inthe 
clouds an the cover 
oes not i 


vigil is pi 
(ry For Dawn 


on Siig En 
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Horan 
found *teason to 
belive that hat anole incident of countering 


~ Fam Shr Age the preset - Over: 


bela jar tle ml he tei yr ot 


> 0)” presents 


The Comic 
Collector” 


yj — i) | Hy) lo'Urg 


ling The Conic Caleta Wado Te Canc Colt ts yu 
| ke ot olor onic bokaleon. Use your camper okey 
ihe you, lad hey i, an ow mech ee wh, 
Ya be onze athe exe rs nde pwr of isso. Te 
Coico 97 vl rye a ey oi 


Resp cry eard ches, dali tc on ol ony se el 


OMICC 


Resta heer 


recent hot books" 1 PO RESULTS eter tid 
Nonks was blunt in- his opinion of ~ Fillrepaing eer on een of your pier stantgendariey 


the forges 

"Asa pub, find oprehenil that anybody 
vo obs} had no ctv tlt of hi own wuld 
96 cut ad ripofpaopl wha do,” he said. “us because 
some lowe con use asconnr dees maketh ny 
thing mre than the cooks hy oe.” 

Unser wos equally age. 

“Waive deo ou of my mind wih anger wha 
ever think of some maney-bungy hal tinting my 
work behind my bod,” be decared. “This whole thing 
hurts easily, hurts me busines ws ond hs 
se on personal lel 

Horn taser nd Monks ae offering reward fot 
information ding fo the identification and arest ofthe 
courrier, Anyoe wih sch information should all 
(201) 347-6634 ond osk for Leah, m Patrick Danial O'Neil 
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Valentino Launches New Line of Books for Image 


im Volentina is expanding his Image. 

‘lena bos launched anew ne of comic books for Image Comics in Jnuary 
that wil etre 19 books by Splember icing Caber’s Jinx ond the retun of 
Starch none seis ened Staci: Menopls. 

Incorporating extn independent ies wih brand new conic books, Valentino 
tas enfsted the new ites or Inge and not fo showcase his Shadow imprint 

“These cams wil not be dsingushed as Shodowine books,” said Valentino 
“Though hey wil be pblshed though Shadowing, they or nage books, 

“For the la five yes, Image has predoninaiy prodced sopereres, but os 
{mage sarong, we want foreach beyond tha,” sail Valentina “basil aking 
telately unkown propris and ring to plac them inthe ight.” 

‘ne book seeking fo goin abit mre expose is Je wich makes the jmp Yo 
‘nage from Calter Pres. Jinx wl relaunch ot nage begining in June, and creator 
Brian Michael Bends essres readers that he wil soy re to Jn. “Jn wil fil be 
Hock and wht. sil be crime fiction,” sad Bends, “The biggest compli | got 
wes tha! wes hard o fn" nodtion to Jn, Ship of Fools bos oo lef Caliber fo 


iin Vlei’ vers new ie. 

Aso in June, Valentin wil reprint James Owen's fist 12 ses of Starch in 
The Orgioal Storch. The monly ropa wll set the sage for James Owens 
launch of Storchild: Metropolis, which begins in July ond will most likely be 
published bimonthly 

Ober new comic books ined the March oleases of The Adventures of 
Aaron by Aaron Warner (bsed on a syndicated comic tip), Holloween Comics’ Age 
of Heroes and a fours mini-series ened Soolwind. Api wil see Aaron 
‘Strips (which will reprint the newspaper strip), Amanda and Gunn by Jimmie 
Robinson, Dosty Stor by Joe Pruett ond Andrew Robison and Hallowen Comics’ 
Exper by James Hudnoll. In oto, image wil publsh The Badger by Mike 
Baron (May), Replacement God by Zander Connon (May), Nameless by Joe Pruett 
‘nd Phil Hester (May), Bliss Ally by Bill Messner-Locks uy), Jack Magieby 
Richard Case (uy), Childhood's End by Malin Bourne ond Jim Calaiore 
(September) ond Ragmop by Rob Welton (September. m Matthew Seceich (with 
sddonl reporting by dy Sclero) 
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THE SPIDER THAT’S ALSO AN | Ke 4 | 


EXTERMINATOR . 


| 


First Public Display of 
‘Bone’ Original Art 


Dest ive yeors of commeril and itil sucess, Jeff Smith, cratrof Bone, was sil own oway by his rig 
inal art exhibit ot the Words and itures Musoum in Northampton, Mass. The aris signed books and dre sketches 
forthe large rod thot shoved up in ast a foo of sow on December 7. Adoing fans rough everyting from 
ther own portfolio a femol fan's cautiously displayed Ted the bug ttn, 
Smith ws excited obout sist pt the museum. 
“W's. wonderful moscum,” Smith si, “W's falas. The permanent collections dream uf. They've got 
something from everybody!” 
The exhibit, runing from 
Now, 29-2 sth st publ 
spa of Bone ogra rt. Sith 
ever sa his ot ond ime 
ately stores tin the coset when. | 
itcames bck rom he pints 
Upcoming exhibits indude 
Fax from Sarajevo vith Joe 
Keer Ferny 6p 6rd 
the work of Poul Maids, Apel 
10-June I, For details, contact 
the museun ot (413) 586-545, 
And what of he future of 
Bn Smile od Fone Bone vil 
te hls avenue ch 
ing the rt creatre cob to the 
the book moves away rr fry ond bark othe 
he eater Bane tse. Sith has completed fs seen 
cr copy os ners om rane 
goed conversions oi," be sid Most | 
iconidering mae Coroon Books ites. 
ext expanding [he Cartoon Boks 
i's jst very tentative, We're 
ly pobshing some ther things." When 
woul be new carols or new ce 


Jeff Smith (above) impressed 
with his Bone exhibit 


NEWS BITES 


WildStorm Unveils its First Online Comic Book, ‘Siege’ 
‘The Ward Wide Web wil soon he under seg if WildStorm Productions has sway. 

Wid, in cnn wih TE Enercnmeny, wl relos Siege, Wet rst nine coc bok propery 
in January. Sege wil be posted on WiidStorm’s website ot http:/ / www.wildstorm.com beginning January 2 

Originally designed es boh «CD-ROM gam nd comic book thot con be read ond payed independent of 
‘eachother, Seg wl offer amore comprehensive expeience though ising boh versions. 

To me, puting the fist soe ok Siege upon the Interna kes pvt sans,” said Wilton’ VP of 
Marketing eff Maite, “The Internet is gong Yo be cuca prt ofthis gam=—players wil be oble to 
ovnlod new haracters, fr insane fe they ce intoduce in he comic, and ad thet hi amply. So 
the gone andthe comic complement each oer.” 

Véldtar wil pst © ney comic book page online evry echday in January ond he fll comic il be on 
sale in print forma tthe end of Jar Siege wl come ut monthly, lading up othe CO-ROM gums release 
scheduled for eorly summer. m Matthew Senreich 


Topps Releases X-Files Graphic Novel ‘Afterflight’ 
Thay estrone vos frm onthe plone! wih powers fr beyond thse of mata men, Bu ths ime, they've 
spots lens, And af couse, everybodys favorite FI agents are fist on he sce or the nveigatin. 

In Februory, Topps tleses"AMeflight,” 0 creepy X-Files ropic novel Inthe &4-pog one-shot, | 
‘Special Agats Dona Sealy ond Fax Mulder avesigne« UFD sighing in Tees. The vst Mulder lives his | 
‘ery LO eiginaly appeared inthe 180s | 

“Vator, « vr of foes some ers an seme perhaps above foken deadly ines in the | 
seve” sid wir Stefan Petrocha, | 

The graphic novel, lasted by Jil Thempson, marks the inal Y-Fles comic book story by write | 
Fetrucha, who Ges “cealve differences” with the “X-Files elvision series, | 

The Fes comic book srs canines gro, however, wth Topps adapting oc show sits n The X-_| 
Files: Season One series, induting several by ear Cis Carter. m Bud Soler | 
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AND HEAVILY ARMED. 


oulte trapped in the 


ceilings. Wandering through 


vels in six 3D worlds. 
You'te picking up missile 

faui hers and other 
deadly Weapons as you 


nantises and 
Needless to s3y, 
not an itsy bitsy spider. 
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CAN EVEN AN 
IMMORTAL OUTLIVE 
A LEGACY OF HATE? 
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Written by JAMES ROBINSON. Illustrated by GENE HA, 
JH. Wittlans ll, BRET BLEVINS, MICHAEL ZULLI, 
TONY HARRIS and MICK GRAY. 


Also available this month: 
THE STARMAN T-SHIRT, STARMAN 
HENLEY SHIRT, STARMAN WATCH, 
and STARMAN TIN BADGE. 


LOOKING FoR THE WEAREST comes SHOP? 
CALL 1-868-COMIC BOOK! 


A FOUR-PART MINISERIES 
BEGINNING IN FEBRUARY. 
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WHAT'S UP ON 


Fire up that madem ond get on “Waord World.” The Asteroid X Chib (a dub of 


‘abi fonts) ond “Wizwd We” ae sponsing a wid 
nie Scavenger Hurt. This cry game ging a ed fans 
an roxous romp through "Wizard Word” ening, their 
back ies of Wizard and ports of the Web. The wo top 
fhe wil win cn origina, color XMen ketch by Joe Lee 
(lsc Ps, wel have dozens of supercars for 
some Runner-Up. Visi the Asteroid forum inthe Gab 
section of "Wand World” on AL fo fl entry dota. 


Cll 800-754-4400 to hook up to “Wiaard World” on America Online. You'l 


ge free software ond 15 hours of free online ime. 
(Nat: las walle tri nted) 


INDAY 

‘+ MANGA/ ANIME 
Time: 89 pm. (EST) 
March 3,10, 17,31 
* BREAKING IN_Feolring: Dovid Compiti 
Time: 8-9 pm. (EST) 
Nach 24 

= WILDSTORM 
Time: 910 pm. (EST) 
Mach 3,17 

* TOP COW 

Time: 9-10 pm. (EST 
March 10,31 


ESDAY 


‘= WIZARD UNPLUGGED Fearing Wizord Editors Online 
Tine: 8-9 pan. (EST) 

‘X-MEN TRIVIA. Featuring: X-Pert Benny Powell 

Time: 9-10 pm. (EST) 


‘ASTEROID X CLUB 

Time: 67 pm. (ET) 

TRIVIA GHAT Fein: Wizard Felner an Brady 
Toe 890m (5 

March 5, 

AVENGERS assemBLE 

Time: 910 pam. (EST) 


URSDAY SS 


‘* MYSTERY GUEST Festung Joonna Sandsmark & Mystery Guest 
Tie 89 po. (5 

March 20, . 

‘© WEBHEADS CLUB ti 

Time: 9-10 pm. (EST) 

INQUEST CHAT Fc: de ik Moscatel 

Time: 10-11 pam. (EST) 

December 5, 12,19 


RIDAY 


+ LOOP (LEGION OF OVERPOWER, MARVEL CCG) 
Time: 9-10 pam, (6ST) 

‘ASTEROID X CLUB 

Time: 10-11 pam, (51) 


‘ FANTASTIC FOUR CLUB 
Tine: 910 pm (EST) 


SANDMANTOO COMIC BOOK CHAT 
8-10 pam. (ES) 


Celebrate Starman month with these exciting products: THE SHADE miniseries, STARMAN T-SHIRT, STARMAN HENLEY SHIRT, STARMAN WATCH. 
and STARMAN TIN BADGE. Pius these trade paperback collections: STARMAN: NIGHT & DAY and STARMAN: SINS OF THE FATHER. 


Looking for the nearest comics shop? Call 1-888-COMIC BOOK! @ & 1m oc comics 1996. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


All-New STAR WARS Footage and Special Effects 
on Topps Widevision Trading Gards 
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OOQUBLE-UV GOATING » FOIL-STAMPING » DONE STAR WARS TRILOGY 30 CARD IN EVERY BOX! 
HOLOGRAM CARDS! » TOPPS LASER CARDS! » EXCLUSIVE HOBBY EDITION 
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Reod ony good crossovers lately? In 1996, we sow many af our fyorite 
chorcters mingle with characters from other universes. And it was cool to see 
tow superheroes from various companies would Yoog wth each ater Gering 
sp for 1997, we thought we'd se our AL pol in our “Wiard Worl forum 1 
see what or online friends thought of hese company crossovers. 

‘ut fist question ws: 

‘What wes your favorit company cessoer in 1998? 

Ay All Aces: B) Badrock/ Wolverine: ©) Batmos/Copoin America: D) 
‘Marvel verses DC) Stor Trek/X-Men;F) Youngblood/-Force G) Other 


‘We oso asked our online rend thi opinions en he following questions: 
In 1996, do you think here were: Too many company casovers (66%), just 
enough company crossovers (24%) o pot enough company crossovers (10%)? 

‘Wil fans seemed oe up watching tec foarte heroes and vilains team 
por batle, the moot fl thot the marketplace wos snply swamped wih 
‘hese company crossovers.“ wos drowning,” said one response. “Water goad, 
but in abundance, bw drown. With these company crossovers | cul’ afod 
to buy them als the good ones were drowned ut." 

* Which cossover ore you most looking forward to in 1997: Generation 
A/Gen!? (38%), X-Men/WildCA.Ts (28%), Batmon/Aliens (17%), 
Botrnan/Gen!” (10%), HA/WIGCA.Ts (5%) or ater (2%)? 

* Which company cssover would you keto se in 1997: SpownSpider- 
‘Man (31%), Avenges/IA (30%}, other (20%), Copan Americe/Soperman 
(10%), Kingpin/Les Lothor (596) or Hitman/Punsher (4%)? 

4H aso dose roe, but Spawn/Spider-Mon just edged ut Avengers/IUA 
Heck, le’ pray both ofthese company cessvers popup sometime inthe neat 
future! Besides the opin given, mony online fons ook the opportuni fo post 
their opinions of what would make the colest company crossover, and wo 
recived on cbundance af andom ones fam Batmon/‘Sn hy Thr/New Gods 
40 Groo/Bone our personal fv} 

1m Sorrell Booke 
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ublished bimonthly, 
‘wlth Jesve #3 hitting stands in February 

’ “Riki nnd #2 were published 
‘hy Bookmark Productions. There wns also 
gusiacpage Bib story im Caliher's Wogetive 
Burn a6, 


Rha 21-year-old human-sized talking worm—is fookiny for 
sanawets about his her Seen rh by Wis pare, Rib, 
‘has: just been relsiosod from on orphanoge, Stuck in a world 
gs er oe a Rib sr 
ug cit tre to learn ubout st. Shurebling into. a D 
Sith ieee 
ti’ af, the bartender offers Rib job in exchenge foe roar nd. 
‘board: oars ‘attopls A “non conkoriist on overhears the: 
‘eanwersation and pulls Rib asia, urging hien fo join t worms-only 
Commenune outside the’ rules of society. While the prospect 
af joining the commune: may provide dues into Rih’s past, he is. 
‘hasitant to align himself with the 
‘human hating worms, 

‘The central theme of Wa is 

fe ‘The real appeal of the 

‘he subtle Comparisans fo 
the ey wnieiotttes in the. 
United totes seorthing for equal 
‘ight, ond the power in which 
Andrew Ford delivers this 
‘underlying theme: For instance, 
~ a5 Rib wolks down o Metra street, 
‘he feactully glances side to side 
‘as humons stare bie down. Like 


Sleeve fleeces 8 


scriination. Depending on bow 

you look at it, Rib radiates a lighter feel than Cerebus or ¢ more 
sy el an a fed pss ve of oiry 
‘into. this so-called for is 50 cbvicwdy 

‘Pooled ately Sod tenes Mathew Seat w 


Brandon Peterson's. 


| al “yf, 
count down 


to armagedden 
or Beaks in 


ABOVE: Lusiphur, the stor 
assassin of Poison Elves 
BELOW: (From left) Lusiphur, 
‘his lover Cassandra and his 
reluctant olly Lester 


Combining 'The Lord of the Rings' 
with 'The Terminator,’ Poison Elves 
isn'{ your fypical fantasy comic 


ator Drew Hayes has an easy way to 
on Elves to new readers. 
Terminator’ meets ‘The Lord of the Rings,’ " the 


ins witha laugh. If that doesn’t doit pic 
ins in the land of Cerebus. Or an Eifquest story 
kal people for a living, 

‘not like any fantasy tale you've likely read before. 


Fy of a world and an individual [the elf Lusiphur}, 
ugh ving there, how he adapts to it and how he sur 
me what lid back voice. “At this point 
assassin, so he’s pretty dark. In fact, he's definiely 
nics. | didn't necessarily intend for 

at way. 
layes admits, his pacing and style have been 
compared to Dave Sim's Cere- 
bus. That accessible lox 
bined with elf characters may 


com 


attract fans of other fantasy elf 
stories. Big mistake. “New 
readers sometimes freak out 
6 that my elves 
are mean and kick ass,” th 
27-year-old Washington r 

dent says 
pansy fairy elves. But 


when they 


They aren't little 
‘met anyone who read an issue 
and didn’t want to come back 
for the next one.” 


Reading the next issue 
has be 
1995, when the self published 
k rom Mulehide Graphics 

up by Sirius Enter- 


easier since June 


inment, starting over with 
The move turned 
¢ book monthly and gave 


Bu Craig Shuff 


Hayes stronger finan: 
cial footing, but he's 
sometimes accused 

the self- 
publishing movement. 
“1 didn’t get into thi 

business to self-pub- 
fish," he explains." got 
jn to do comics. Self 


selling ou 


publishing was a means 
to do Poison Elves. 

The first 12 Mule- 
hide 
been released in ew: 
trade paperbacks by 
Sirius, and the last eight issues are Win two more 
The ne 

The Sirius tide o 
his longtime elfinf 
of their adventures | 


sues have just 


ades by spring 
‘ond print. 
chapter in Lusiphur's life, leis told by 


title is up to #19, with issue #1 already in its s 
rn Lanargaith, who's writing a journal 
ars earlier It opens with Jace explaining 
Lusiphur has been dead for a year, but is still actively wanted by the 
authorities, setting the tone for the weirdness to come. 
While 


he did make 2 few changes upon j 


yes kept the Sirius series within the Mulehide continuity, 
ining Sirus. "I decided to change the 
storytelling novel-ike,” he says. “The 
story is going to get more complicated, and | wanted a mech 

things in flashbacks 
Lusiphur’s current adventures revolve around the people he meets 


{in Sanctuary, 


where | could expl hen | needed to," 

+ of other-dimensional hideaway for a gulld of 
assassins. The leaders, Morach and Talon, allow him to join after atrial 
. the red-headed bombshell 
Cassandra, Naturally, the two fall in loye. They also find themselves 
hunted by Lieutenant Vido of the Blood Guard, who is aided by his 
right-hand man, th 


by combat with their most-skilled assas 


wentioned Jace Sarn Lanargaith, 


Some of the inspiration for Lusiphur's characterization 


being homeless while in his late teens. “I ate 
from dumpsters,” he wrote in the creator's 
note in Poison Eves (vol. 1) #19. “I slept in 
condemned houses in the dead of winter.” 
Today, he says, “People who know me 
can see a little bic of [my life] in things that 
happen in the book, but | don't cell any stories 
based on my experiences. It’s mostly a mat. 
ter that at 17, | thought | knew everything, 
ind | wound up on the streets and found out 
hhow litle | knew. That comes through more 
as an attitude Lusiphur has than a story I'd 
putin the comic. Everybody goes through crap 
in his or her life, but you've just gotta take it 
and do something with it I's nota flag you 
should be out there waving all the time.” 
One place Hayes’ outlook shines through, 
he admits, is in Lusiphur's relationship with 
Cassandra. Mulehide fans noticed that Lusi- 
phur liked dark, “Wicchy"-Jooking women. He 
even married one: Hyena, a sorceress with 
long black hair, lots of mascara and a wardrobe 
Vampirella would die for. But Cassandra is a 
tal, red-headed elf who has her head screwed 
con amazingly well, especially for an assassin. 
Lusiphur's been beaten up pretty bad 
through his life”” Hayes says. “But now—and 
this is so autobiographical it's sickening—he's 
at a point where he's realized that unhealthy 
relationships are not good for him. So he's 
reaching out to someone he could form a 
4 relationship with." (Readers ofthe series 
‘opening notes know Hayes went through a 
divorce in [994 and has since remarried) 
The impact of Lusiphur’s inability to trust 
1eone else will come to a head soon, Hayes 
He's sarcastic about his relationship with 
sy and never says he loves her, but she's so 
cod that she understands it. And that 
him out more, Now it's question 
‘00 far gone to sustain a rel- 
ship with a healthy, normal person.” (For 
more on what's ahead. see the sidebar.) 


siphur is a little mellower and less 
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sarcastic than in earlier issues, Hayes notes. 
“He's part of an organization that he cares about, 
and he has a significant other that he's very dose 
to, His humor springs from his cynicism, and 
he's not very cynical right now because every- 
thing is going so well. Of course, with my sado~ 
‘masochistic nature, I'm going to start abusing 
him soon and he'll get his cynicism back.” 


Helping lighten the atmosphere are sev 
eral supporting characters. "I consider my char- 
acters to be like a deck of cards." he says. “And 
| do love my jokers.” One recurring bad apple 
is the woman-hating Purple Marauder, a caped 
crusader with a bad fashion sense and a supe 
Fiority complex. He hounds Lusiphur, bellow- 
ing out challenges and then eluding the enraged 
clf.“He's the only character {with whom] I've 
played by ear. | haven't thought of anything to 
‘explain im; that's just the way he is. He’s kind 
of the unbridled, misogynist side of me that 
doesn’t have these second thoughts about 
maybe these aren't constructive things to say. 
‘A second joker is Parintachin, a jester-ike 
character who appears to Lusiphur in his dreams 
to help him work things out. “I wanted to have 
someone who could sit on the sidelines and 
‘exphin things in clearer terms and set up situa- 
tions faster.” Hayes explains. “He's a mechanism, 
but he's also fun. If things have gone way too 
serious for too long, I do an issue with him or 
the Marauder to lighten things up.” They receive 
back-up comedic support with the introduction 
in issue #19 of Scuzz and Scum, a pair of thieves 
Who are clearly out of their league around the 
assassins, Their secret weapon? They never bathe. 


with Jace looms somewhere ahead. “Their 
destinies are intertwined,” Hayes says. “Jace 
‘comes from a structured background in which 
society instilled many of its beliefs in him, 
Lusiphur came from the streets and will break 
him of some of those beliefs, Jace, in turn, 
will teach Lusiphur some compassion and 
internal wisdom—which he very rarely uses. 

Hayes always has the book mapped out 
tightly for the next six issues, and has many 
longer-term plans set. The Sanctuary tale will 
Continue until about issue #50, then a few 
“snippets of life" will follow before Lusiphur 
heads off on another longer adventure. 

But for the more immediate future, Hayes 
will be having some real fun with Lusiphur. 
"Within the next year oF so, there's going to be 
something happening that will totally change Lusi 
pphur's life.” he says. “I's a physical, permanent 
change—totally unexpected by anybody-—and ie 
pus Lusiphur ino a drastically diferenc position. 
God, I wish | could tell you what tis, because | 
can't wait for readers to see ic” 

That results in a new outlook for Lus 
and more insight for readers into the 
Hayes reveals. "Hisife will ge thrown over 
its back and all the lide things that live uns 
are going to be exposed. But he’s not 
become solemn, He's sil ging ta be as 
foud-mouthed as he ever was 
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_ CATCHING UP WITH’ 
EVERYONE'S FAVORITE 
BLIND, HORNHEADED 


“Figs crime 0s Daredevi 
A. “(pictured in bockground) 


This guy i cough as nals. Over his 30-year history, Dare 
devil has gone from a merry crime-fighting prankster to an 
obsessed, masied viglante toa schizophrenic with multiple 
personalities, back to a wise-cracking hornhead. Does it 
show! Nope. Like we said, the guy takes a lieking but keeps 
on ticking. 

Sure, Daredevils had his share of ups and downs: But 
he always bounces back, better than before, and twice as 
determined to stop crime. So, without further ado, let's 
look at what's happened in DD's 30 years co make him the 
way he is 


The Kid From Hell's Kitchen 

Born and raised in the New York neighborhood known as 
"Hell's Kitchen,” Matthew Murdock was the son of "Battling 
Jack” Murdock, an aleoholi prize fighter who still dreame 
‘of glory, but had turned to working 38 a mob enforcer for 
the Fixer in order to pravide for his son 

Having sworn to Matt's mother to make a better ifefor 
his son than the one he himself ed, Jack Murdock taught Mace 
never to fight, and strongly pushed him into academics. 
However, after being repeatedly harassed by bullies who 
‘mocked him with the name “Daredevil” Mate began train- 
ing in secret, becoming an expert fighter and gymnast with- 
‘ut his father’s approval or knowledge. 

‘One day, seeing an old man walking directly in the path 
of an out-of-control truck, Mact leapt to save the man. 
Unbeknownst to Matt, the truck was carrying drums of 
fadioactive waste, which came crashing out of the siding 
truck. One of the drums burst open and splashed some of 
tts waste right into Matt's eyes, blinding him. 

Instead of being crippled for life, however, the radioac- 
tive waste heightened Matt's remaining senses to an incred- 
ible degree, Suddenly, Matt was able to hear a single 
heartbeat, smell a scent as an animal would fee! printed ink 
‘on paper and sense where objects and people were, due to 
mysterious “radar” sense. 

Shorty after the accident, Mae meta mysterious blind 
‘man named Stick who taught him how to use his powers and 
trained hirn in the martial arts. 

Meanwhile, Matt's father was sinking deeper and deeper 
into organized crime. Late one night, after refusing to throw 
a boxing match and have his son ashamed of him, Jack Mur- 
ddock was murdered by the Fixer and his men. Enraged, Matt 
hunted down and savagely beat most of the Fixer’s men 
‘one by one. When Mate finally cornered the Fixer, the mob- 
ster suffered 3 massive heart attack and died, 

‘White chasing the last ofthe Fixer’s men, Matt gotjato 
afight with a group of prostitutes who were trying to pro- 
‘ect the man, and accidentally pushed one of them through 
a window to her death, The tragedy scarred Matt, and drove 
him to make sure that no innocents would ever be hurt by 
his actions again, 

Matt went on to study law at Columbia University. 
where he met his bes friend Franklin “Foggy” Nelson. Also 
during his time at Columbia, Mate met the enigmatic Elek- 
‘a Natchios, daughter of the Greek ambassador to the 
United States. Attracted to her free spirit, Mate and Elek- 
{ra became lovers, sharing many private moments sogether. 
‘Their happiness was not destined to last, hewever, and 
Eleara lef for parts unknown after the brutal murder of her 


Nam Murda dating is 
college years above); 
‘00's mysterious mentor, 
Sick (blow 


father, convinced that the laws she studied and cherished 
‘were useless, 


.K.a. Daredevil 

Always seeking justice, Matt got caught up ina child-savery 
ring when a young street git Mate befriended was kidnapped. 
‘Wearing a mask to conceal his identity, he destroyed the 
child-stavery ring which, incidentally, was run by New York's 
newest crime lord, the Kingpin, While Mace and the King- 
pin never met face to face. a seed of enmity was planted 
‘between the two which would grow into a strong hatred 
‘over the years. Shortly thereafter, Matt adopted a red-and- 
yellow costume and publicly appeared as the superhero 
Daredevil, He soon, however. changed his costume to.a 
deep red version. 

‘After graduation, Matt started a law practice with Foggy 
Nelson, and the two hired the sexy Karen Page (whom 
‘Mate fater confided in with his secret identity) as their xec- 
retary, For many years, the fm of Murdock & Nelson would 
represent the superhero community, high-profile cases and 
the average joe. 

inthe early days of his crimefighting career, Daredevil 
asa laughing fixture on the New York scene, the swash- 
buckler of the new crop of superheroes, In terms of wise- 
cracking, DD was second only to Spider-Man, and often got 
involved jn ridiculous situations both as Daredevil and as 
Matt Murdock. 


The Dark Years 
‘As the years passed, however, things slowly began co change 
for Daredevil Fighting crime was no longer the fun escape 
it used to be. Criminals were becoming more ruthless and 
personal in their attacks against him. 

‘These changes started taking their toll when Bullseye, 
the Kingpin’s former head assassin, kidnapped the Black 
‘Widow in an attempt to lire DD to him. Daredevil defeated 
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Bullseye and freed the Widow, but at the same 
time, he realized that the stakes in the game 
had been raised, The days of the laughing Dare- 
devil were coming toa close. 

More and more often, DD found himself 
fighting those who were much stronger and 
more powerful than he was. Displaying incred- 
ible amounts of courage, Daredevil fought on, 
even though these battles often nearly cost 
him his lie 

While recovering in the hospital from a 
brutal beating by the Hulk, Daredevil was con- 
fronted by Ben Urich, a chain-smoking reporter 
for the Daily Bugle. Urich had begun putting 
together facts about Daredevil and Matt Mur= 
dock, and slowly became convinced that the 
‘two were actually the same man, When con- 
fronted with the evidence, Matt confessed, 
telling the reporter about his father, his youth 
and how he became Daredevil. Knowing that 
running the story would ruin Matt's life and 
destroy Daredevi’s career, Urich burned the 
‘manuscript, an act that forged an unbreakable 
friendship becween the two. 

During this grim period, Elektra once again 
returned, this time asa freelance bounty hunter 
entrenched in a war with The Hand, 3 ninja 
cult that had trained her years before. While 
their paths crossed several times, a new ten- 
sion existed between the former lovers. and 
many of their encounters led to savage bat- 
tles. Looking out for only herself and her own 
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interests, Elektra climbed the ladder of under- 
world power and became the Kingpin’s new 
chief assassin, a move that brought her to the 
attention of Bullseye, who was rotting away 
in prison. 

When Bullseye heard that Elekera had 
replaced him as the Kingpin’s chief assassin, 
he escaped from prison, intent on killing her 
and proving to the Kingpin that he couldn't 
be replaced, 

Elektra and Bullseye's battle raged across 
‘most of New York City, and Bullseye slowly 
sained the upper hand. In the end, Bullseye 
mortally wounded Elektra with her own sais, 
but she still had the strength to crawl to 
Matt’s brownstone apartment. where she 
died in his arms 

Nearly insane with grief, Daredevil hunted 
Bullseye down, battling him to a standstill. In 
the final moment of battle, DD was forced to 
drop Bullseye from a great height when Bulls- 
eye tried to stab him with one of Elektra's sas. 
The impact shattered his spine. 

Elektra’s death profoundly affected Matt, 
driving him to the edge of insanity when he 
became convinced that she was stil alive. Foggy, 
the Black Widow and many of Daredevil’ 
friends became concerned for his sanity when, 
lina desperate attempt to prove she was stil 
alive, he dug up Elektra’s grave, only to find 
her moldering corpse. Matt was shattered by 
the revelation. 

Daredevil took to the streets ke never 
before. The simple, petty crime of the garish 
costumed villains of his early career seemed 
gone forever as he rackled new problems ofthe 
times—including drugs and the prevalence of 
handguns among teenagers—always acting as 
a thorn in the Kingpin’s side, 

Mate ultimately recovered from Elektra’s 
death, using a terrifying game of Russian 
roulette to settle his score with the paralyzed 
Bullseye, Matt's gun had no bullets, however, 
and Matt proclaimed that the two were stuck 
with each other, since he couldn't bring him- 
self co kil Bullseye. 

Slowly, Mate flc his ife returning to some 
semblance of normalcy. He had a new girl 
friend, Glorianna O’Breen, and his law practice 
was humming along smoothly. As Daredevil, he 
felt he was beginning to make a difference in 
New York and around the world, as various 
cases took him to England, Ireland and lealy. 


Born Again 

But not for long. While Matt rebuile his life, 
Karen Page, his former confidante and current 
pom star, sold Daredevils secret identity to 
cone of the Kingpin's underlings for a hit of 
heroin. Unable to pass up the opportunity to 
crush his most hated enemy, the Kingpin pro- 
ceeded to systematically destroy Matt Mur- 
dock’s life. Matt saw his law career, finances, 
friends and apartment building literally crum- 
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ble before him. The Kingpn's machi- 
nations brought Matt to the lowest 
point any human being can reach 

During these times. Matt made 
his way toa mission forthe home- 
less and was attended by Sister 
Maggie. nun revealed to be Matt's 
mother who had left him and his 
father years before, Mat fully recov- 
ered and was able to implicate the Kingpin in 
the mass destruction of several city blocks by 
the drug-augmented mercenary named Nuke. 
‘When the dust settled, Matt still had his hand 
in the courtroom, not asa lawyer, but as an 
aide toa free public aw clinic. Once again, he 
slowly picked up the pieces of his broken le. 
With Karen achis side, Mac resected in Hell's 
Kitchen, intent on keeping i clean. 

Months after the Kingpin’s destruction of 
his lfe, Daredevil was able to even the scales 
with the crime lord, unseating him from his 
position of power in New York's underworld 
The District Attorney and he had proven to 
the world that the Kingpin wasn’t just a hum- 
ble exporter of spices, btalso the East Coasts 
biggest crime lord, Matt was vindicated when 
J was proven tha he was wrongfully disbarred, 
and was quickly allowed to practice law once 
again. (Incidentally, he opened his law office in 
the Kingpin’ former skyseraper headquarters) 


The Weird Years 

‘A major turning point in Matt's life came dur- 
ing a battle with his demonically created evil 
duplicate known as Hellspawn (created during 
The lnfniy War mini-series), During the con- 
flict, Mat’s secret identity was made public 
and he was forced to fake his own death, 
change his costume toa blac, bladed version 


and go into hiding, where he adopted the 
Identity of Jack Batlin, in homage to his 
father. (Amidst this storyline, Elekera was 
discovered to be alive. Don't ask-it’s a 
long story.) 

Following the death of Hellspawn, Matt 
kept the Batin moniker and continued fight- 
{ng crime in his red-and-black, “razor” cos- 
tume. Meanwhile, a Daredevil wearing the 
orignal yellow-and-red costume had started 
fighting crime in New York, telling every- 
‘one that he was the real Daredevil This yel- 
low-and-red Daredevil broke into Matt's 
‘empty apartment and shredded the black 
costume, forcing Matt to return to his orig 
inal, red costume. 

twas later revealed that the different 
costumed Daredevils were actually all one 
person; Matt Murdock himself, who had splic 
Personalities with each costume. The mul 
ple personalities stemmed from when 
young Matt knocked the young prostitute 
‘out the window to her death. He finally con- 
fronted them all with the aid of Sister Mag- 
gle, and came to terms with his di 


personas, merging them ail into one. 


Since re-integrating his personality frags 
Mace has re-evaluated his life and 


the role of Daredevil. with 
on life. He has aso conv 


against murder charges, charges that Matt 
knew Hyde was innocent of (thanks to 
Hyde's steady heartbeat, indicating that he 
wasn't lying). Mate got Hyde acquitced, but 
as Daredevil, Matt later let Hyde know that 
he'd be watching him very closely from now 
fon, and he'd be the one to bring Hyde to jus 
tice the next time he committed a crime. 

Daredevi's also had to pick up the slack 
left by the disappearance of the Avengers 
and the Fantastic Four (Who vanished dur- 
ing the recent “Onslaught” crossover), and 
face the Enforcers, Mysterio and the Absorb 
ing Man. 

And let's not forget the presence of the 
Kingpin. Never remaining down for long, 
she Kingpin has recently begun crawiing back 
‘out of the woodwork to slowly regain his 
place in the crime world. And you ean be 
st Daredevil is tops on his list to 


Despite these worries, Murdock’s life 
seems to be finaly stable. 

happy with himself right naw,’ 
says current Daredevil writer Karl Kesel, “All 
lems are external. They're prob- 
sms dealing with Fogey, Karen or Razor, 
not himself, like he’s had before.” 

And as for DD's future? “The guy’s been 
highest highs to the lowest lows,” 
says. "His ife may just stay stable for the 
Je bit but don't worry, he'll be keep- 


‘ow, there might be a smile 


"He's pri 


of his pr 


on his face while he's fighting crime.” W 


Like any ood bt, Dard pses a clin of prety 
keen powers and abies, Guided by curent Ooedi 
sib No Ks este lowdow on the 

* FIGHTING SKILLS—Doredei’s unig fighing 
Spe combines boing, gnats, Ninjutsu, do ond 
thet mari ts. "Whatit bis do sue ype 
sea fighng* Kes says 

* TOUCH—DD's heightened sense of touch allows 
tim to “read!” print on poper by feng he poi 
impreson ofthe nk, Despite wht hasbeen shown 
gost sus, Kes sys that DD co make out pire 
or clr by loch. “Cima, he guy has have ts 
esl laughs 

+ SMELL oighted sens of sl alls Dore 
evita determine such indsingiheble things os the 
separate ingredients in food or the ident of person 
based onthe way ther loge reac with hei body 
bey. 

+ HEARING—Avare of he sgh! sound around 
him, Daredevil on her the sound of burn eart- 
beat from yrds wey. fortunately, de tos eight 
énod sense of hearing, DD canbe stunned or even 
ined by extremely loud sounds, (DD con oko cn 
cena on any spect simuls, blocking ot oll 
cihers. Fr example, he can her a speci herbent 
acres 0 crowded om.) 

“RADAR SENSE—DD'sms peur powealws 
him to determine the proximity and shoe of objects 
rnin, isa," fanks ois oa s,m 
sts of fin, fuzzy oulins of he people and plces 
rund i. Ak Ksl pin ut ht jt inf sts 
«am jam conventional rode, «her rotor coud om 
DD’ rodr sense, MB 
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slime and muck of the swamplands, the Swamp Stalkers wield a lethal 
combination of death and water magic. Put the putrid powers of the Swamp Stalkers on your side 
with this latest Kicker Pack for the DRAGON Dice™ Game, and unleash cold-blooded corruption 
and decay on your unsuspecting opponent. 


The secrets of the swamps are yours to master! *, 
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AFTER WRITING 
THE BIBLE ON 
JAPANESE COMICS, 4 


“Japanese comics offer more than science fiction, 
giant robats and young girls with big eyes, 
says Frederik L Schade Atleast, hae’ what 
the San Francisco-based author hopes to 
convince American audiences 
During the 1980s, Schodt wrate a 
‘honthly column on Japanese comics (or 
“manga’) for the Mainichi Daly, Tokyo's 
Englshanguage newspaper. Asa transla- 
tor. he helped bring stories like Masamune 
Shirow’s Orion to American audiences, In 
1983, Schodt became America’s official 
“Manga Man’ when his book Mango! 
‘Monga! The Werld of Jepanese Comics frst 
appeared. In i, Schodt traced the devel 
opment of panese visual storyteling from 
the humorous drawings ofa. 2th eentury 
monk to the modern, noveltengeh tales 
pioneered by Osamu Tezuka in the 1940s, 
in. 1996, Stone Bridge Press Feleased 
Schodt's eagerly awaited follay-up val 
ume, Dreamland Japan. “It hasn't been a 
conscious chauvinism, but there's been this 
feeling that American comics [are] the only 
real comies," Schodt admits: “I’s only 
ently that people have been able to look 
‘outside of the United States" 
Schodt's own interes in manga began 
in the early 1970s. a university student 
in Japan. “I noticed all my roommates 
weren't reading thelr zextbooks,” he aya 
They were reading giant manga maga- 


2ines, I started reading them and became 
hooked very quickly. For me, they were 
‘pot only a way to:have a good time and. 
centectain myself, they were a great tool 
to learn the language and learn about 
|ppanese popular culture 

‘The telephone-book-sized manga mag- 
zines that fit grabbed Schodt's attention 
differed in several ways from Ametican 
comic books, Mast notably, they 
were read from right to left, 
typically contained several 
hundred pages of original 
material and were 
printed in black-and- 


By Michael 0’Connell 


white, though occasionally, 2 few 
pages were tinted with a single 
‘color. The latter practice was usu 
ally done to:cover up “ghost 
images" from the cheap, recycled 
paper that the stories were printed on: 

Yer, it wasn’t the unusual formanor 
sizeof these magazines that captured 


Schodt's interest but the remarkable sto- 
ries that they contained. "The most siti 
suishing 35pect of comics in Japan are what 
they cathe long story manga.” he says. 
"One story may go into thousands of pages. 
Japanese acsts actually decompressed sto- 
ryines 50 that instead of trying to convey 
a lot of information on-one page, they 
ceipanded it” Ina sense, these matign mage 
azines contained single “chapters” of many. 
diferent graphic novels. Rather than limit 
Ing their stories to 2 few panels or pages, 
manga artists Were stretching the narra 
tive flow oftheir stories over many chaps 
ters. “It made it possible to incorporate 
‘many subtle. psychological depictions and 
focus'on much more subtle aspects ofsto= 
‘yelling Schode explains 


This unique form of storytelling, 2: wl 
as the success ofthe entre japanese comics 
Industry, can be traced to one man: the 
Inte Osamo Tezuka. Americans know 
eauka primarily through his animation. In 
the 1950s, he crested Mighty Atom (Tet- 
swan Atom) and Jungle Emperor Jungle 
Tait) for-the Shonen and Mango Shonen 
boys agains. Inthe 1960s, he was insru- 
‘mental in turning these creations into wo 
animated series for television: “Astro Boy 
and "Kimba, the White Lion.” 

I his lifetime, Tezuka'drew over 
150,000 pages of arcwork and produced 
800 diferent works. Though he created 
‘many significant series like Mighty Atam, 
Jungle Emperor, Princess Knight, Phoenix 
Block Jack and Adolf, his greatest contr- 
bution to manga occurred in one of his 
earliest stories Right after World Warr, 


comie-strip for- 
rat that epicomized Japanese comics up 
doced-a 200:page 
adsptation of Shichima Salas fantasy 
story "New Treasure fsland” Teauka 
introduced an expanded stiryfine and cin. 
tion Into his tayout. 


to that time and 


Whether by design or acrident, he ere 
story manga 

[Tezuka] was 2 rex! genius.” says 
Schodt. who served 25 the ars’ inter 
preter and wansistor on several eccasiont 
"He brought to the comic mediam in fapan 
‘whole other perspective. inanocher era 
he wouldn't have become = manga arise 


ated the lo 


he certainly wou! 


frave Become 2 fm or 
an animation Grector. In general. he was 
always pursuing something new in comics. 
Whether ices 2 vaual or storyteing tech- 
sigue.” In the same manner that Amer 
Ean Comics legend Jack Kirby, is 
aHfectionately remembered as “The King 
of Comics Tezuka was awarded by his 
colleagues the honorifie“Manga No 
Kamisama.” or "God of Comies” for his 
contributions to the medi 

AAs Schode's interest in thié exciting 
Visual medium grew, s0 did his desire to 
bring tto.an American audience.“ thought 
that the first step would be-to-write 2 
book.” e says. “The main motivation was 
t0 get people to realize that there was this 
Whole culture emerging it apan that'was, 
roally different from what people were 
used ton the United States and Eorope: te 
tad implications for the potential of the 
comics medium, 

"Manga! Manga is much mare of his 
torical overview and a general introduc 
tion,” Schode says about his first book. 
*Dreamiond is much more of focused look 
at specie artists, trends and aspects of 
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their industry” 

Writing both books has given Schodt a unique 
perspective on the ferences between the Amer- 
ican and Japanese comics industries. “The most 
obvious difference Is volume,” he says. “The 
Japanese industry has been much more clever at 
developing a symbiotic relationship with televi- 
sion, games and especially animation and the main- 
stream publishing world.” 

les not unusual for a successful manga title to 
spawn video games, television series, noveliza- 
tions and live-action or animated films. Typically. 
an entre manga series willbe collected in 3 high- 
quality beautifully bound set of reprints and then 
sold in bookstores. These up-market reprints and 
the relative disposabiliy of the cheaply printed 
originals have given pan avery small market for 
bback issues. Only in the last sx or eight years has 
collector's market started to emerge 

“1's not really as developed as the United 
States, ut there definitely isa market, especially 
for works by famous artists,” Schodt says. “! 
haven't heard of conventions of people who buy 
old comics. There are many comics conventions 
in Japan, but they're not conventions to sell old 
comics. They're generally conventions where 
fanzines are sold" 

The largest and craziest conventions in Japan 
are those dealing with “dojinshi” or faraines. A 
dojinshi convention may draw hundreds of thou 
sands of fans together to buy, sell and trade their 
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homemade manga. Unlike their 
‘American counterparts —which 
are usually cheaply produced — 
‘many Japanese fanzines can be 
‘quite expensive and feature pro- 
fessional quality printing 

“The fanzine conventions 
in Japan are mind-boggling,” 
Schode says, "When I went to 
the Super Comic City Con 
vention at Tokyo's huge 
Harumi Trade Center in 1994, 
Iwas absolutely shocked There 
were almost a quarter of amil- 
lion people in one spot. It’s 
almost like an alternate uni- 
verse to the commercial mangs 
market. There are publishers 


for the fanzine market. There 


are stores that cater to people 
creating the fanzines, selling 
paper and tools. We have noth 
ing comparable” 

Some amateur artises use 
a stepping stone 
1p the commercial manga indus. 
ty, For others, i's a chance to 
‘express their own artistic voice, 
Topics range from parodies of 
popular animated series to adult themes. This 
wide variety mirrors much of what can be found 
in mainstream manga 

Newsstands are packed with mange about 
baseball, pachinko (a game similar to pinball), 


the dojnshi 


mahjong, science fiction, music and historical 
romance. Sararimman or “salary man’ comics focus 
‘often humorously, on the competitive japanese 
business world, One NBA-sanctioned series fol 
lowed the exploits of Magic Johnson and the 
LA Lakers, “In Japan, manga has become a full- 
fledged medium. It’s ust like going into a book 
or video store and having everything from cook- 
ing tothe stock market.” says Schodt 
The diversity of themes is no accident. 
Japanese publishers and editors have a large 
and diverse audience to cater to, Todky, the 
most popular Japanese manga boast 
circulation figures exceeding 
{ milion copies per issue and many 
of these appear weekly or 
biweekly! Men and women of all 
ages read manga. 

“There are only one or two areas 
leftto develop in Japan.” Schode says 
“One of them s the senior citizen mar- 

Ket. They grew up reading mostly 
‘newspaper comic strips and one-panel 
‘cartoons, not the long tory manga. The 
only other area to be developed isnot 
in Japan. I's overseas.” 


First Comics started the Japanese 
infiltration into the American comic 
book market in 1987 by reprinting Lone 


Osamu Tezuka's Mighty Atom 
(which became the animated “Astro Boy”) 


Wolf ond Cub, a dark samurai saga created by 
Kazuo Koike and Goseki Kojima. Soon, EpicMar- 
vel, Dark Horse, Antarctic and Vie released their 
‘own manga tiles, When manga-based animation 
tke “Alira,"“Ranma 1/2” and “Appleseed” started 
appearing in video stores, the Japanese comics 
invasion began in earnest. 

Surprisingly, very little of Japan’s greatest 
manga artist, Tezuka, has made its way across 
the Pacific. Only the brooding World War Il 
drama Adolf has been published in the United 
States. Instead, American fans have been eagerly 
devouring the works of manga stars Katsuhiro 
‘Otomo (Akira), Masamune Shirow (Appleseed, 
{Ghost the Shel) and Rumiko Takahashi (Ranma 
1/2, Urusei Yatsura), 

It’s easy for Schodt to understand why 
‘Otomo and Shirow, who specialize in gritty sci- 
lence fiction and fantasy stories, have become so 
popular in the US. “There's an established base 
of science fiction fans in America, whether it's 
comics, novels or films. I's obvious that sci- 
tence fiction work would appeal to the marker 
here. Also, both Otomo and Shirow draw in 3 
‘more realistic style than has been traditionally 
shown in Japan.” Because ofthe expanded nature 
‘of the long story manga, Japanese artists tend to 
draw ina sketchy less detailed style than whats 
found in most American comics. Otomo and Shi- 
row are exceptions to this rule. 

Certainly in terms of draftsmanship, Amer- 
ican comic book artist in general have put 3 lot 
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Rawna | Jrusei Yotsura and Maison Ikkoku rT Pag 

Easier Frederik’s Recommended Manga 
t00 alien for Americans,” Schodt admits. “It's ff "What manga should someane read?” Thot's a question Frederik L Schodt, author of Manga! Monga! The World of 
n a real pleasure to see something that | fj Japanese Comics ond Dreamland Jopan, is frequently osked. “| ahuoys tll them to find something that fits their 
‘thought wouldn't work in the United States actu- line of interest and concentrate on that,” ee ee ee ek ee ees 
ally become quite popular: 1s the best Engish-translated manga ovailable. - 
concept of gender roles by having characters |) AMONE (Cadence) 
switch sexes or species at the drop of a bucket. | Osamu Tezuka brilliantly weaves together the lives of three peo- 
“Perhaps a couple of the reasons that it is so) ple named Adolf; Two ore friends growing up in Japan during the 
popular here is that it's very different from any- | 19305 and one is the dictator of Germany. “W's a really good exam= 
thing else that exists,” Schodt says. "Also, the Jf ple of how manga in Japan uses a ‘novelstic’ format. I's 0 great 
gender ambiguity aspect is very unusual for J) place to start.” 


Barefoot Gen (Penguin Books) 
Though manga may be enjoying a renais- Keiji Nokazama’s gripping, sem-autbiograpicl account ofthe 
sance among American fans, bombing of cashima,“riginaly a cilren's story, it shows how 
times at home. “The [apanese industry ha peopl can convey avery power messoge in a chilren's med.” 


ally got some real problems 
74. “The Battle Angel Alita tz Communications} 

areas, it JA visual stuning science tion story about ogi nid and 
among very you t ter fates, Sr ofFnmachiomeets Blade Runner." "Fr people who 
things competing for tm . ike science Ftion nd amis it hs a very interesting approach” 


Crime and Punishment {JoponTines—in fgish, with Jpanesecoptins) 

“Fad af Nang’ Teast tackles Dostoyers's metaphysical detective story about a murdre' strug with gui 
redemption. “he of Tezuka's ver erly works I's very dticult to [fin] in the United States, but n Japon, 
lhe Engi language bookstores.” 


Domu (Derk Horse Comics} 
‘crazy old man and young gil woge psychic bottle for canal of a Tokyo oparinent complex. “Bomais one of 
Notsuhire Stomo’s best mango works fs ver tight and cinematic 


Four Shojo Stories (Vel 

Four stuies in science fiction, fartasy and human relationships by female artist Keik is, Hoto Hogi and 
Shie Soe “Athough hal ofthe mang nJopon is for women ond rete by women, the wrk that are trans 
lated over bere ed tobe fr mols. hiss whet hot half ofthe population in Japan reading” 


Ghost in the Shell (Dork Horse) 
‘Masamune Stirew’s android cap fights coruption and a mod computer-mind in 0 fatristic Tokyo. “Shrow cre- 
are] tesa very unusual style for Japan, i's much more information-dense thon most Japanese comics.” 


Nausicaa of the Valley of Wind (Viz) 


v 
Ronals |Seetoe 
yaa My Neighbor Tota hs very opening to Ame 

‘cans in particular who lke long, intricate stories, like Dune 


right now.” 5 


has matured, and in 


inan overly 
Warren, who draws Diy Po! 
very early began incorporating several 
styles, In fac, Dirty Pir was based 


works that are inspired by 
and I get a kick out of them, It's ver 
depict characters with larger eyes, bu 


thing ve seen is that lot of American 21 


incorporating 


jon and panel 


niques and the 

IF nothing else, Japanese manga has shown 
that the comics medium can be very different 
from what American audiences have come to 


and "The Lord ofthe Rings ~ 


Grin (Bork tose} 
‘Mosamune Stirows twisted tole of maiconsottemting to 
ese “bod kama! from the universe, "Shiow at is best He's 
got ite bi of Tooism, Shint, quantum physics and every 
‘thing inthis great spoof of mythology.” 


Ranma 1/2 (Vi) 
‘When dased with wter, mio Tokahoshis mocho marti 
‘ortist Ronmo changes into agi inthis humorous manga. 
“There art of ret comedy stories Japon, ond amit 
Tokchoshi is © master.” w MO 


expect. Perhaps this will encourage American 
fans to seek out other new and interesting 
sources of visual storytelling. “I actually hope 
that American readers not only read American 
and Japanese comics, bu 
comics which are realy wonderful,” Schodk says 
‘There are some really wonderful ti 
done out there, I's a broad world w 


the European 


In Jopan, Michae! O'Connell i known by the honoifc 
Bell No Kamisama, or “God of Taco Bell. 
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The final story -, 
ares of “Heroes 
Reborn” ollledd . 


to Gal 


REBORN’ 
BY GRAIG SHUTT 


free tout shy woud screw up 
everything, didn't yout 

“Heroes Reborn,” the four-tle exper= 
iment in which Jim Lee and Rab Liefeld 
rebooted classic Marvel Comics charac- 


ters, has reached the halfway poinc with a 
bang. Fans have already had the rug pulled 
out from under them when it comes to 
who these heroes are in the “Reborn” uni- 
verse: This time around, Fantastic Four 
mainstays Sue and Johnny Storm are cor- 
porate executives at a huge aerospace 
Company owned by their father: Tony Stark 
was partly responsible for Bruce Banner 
becoming the Hulk; The Avengers are all 
SHLELD. agents. And that's just the tip 
of the iceberg for the four fi 

tie Four, tron Man, Capt 
Avengers—whiich are showing lifelong fans 
‘of these classic Marvel characters that noth 
ing is or will be what it seems,..or what it 
used to be, for tha matter: 

‘Coming together February's the four: 
part “Industrial Revolution” crossover 
each series wraps up initial storylines and 
sends the heroes off again, Bu to where 
el Universe? 
(Or someplace entirely diferent? 

Rob Liefeld, director of Coptain Amer- 

and Avengers, promises that things are 
only getting started. "We had to set up a 


this time! Back to the Ma 


lot of stuff, $0 it took us a few issues to 
Introduce everything and really get into a 
he says. 
We're going to turn it up significantly and 


groove ‘But now that's done. 
havea lor of fun with it. When we stared 
ut, the readers’ attitude was ‘Show me. 
And firmly believe all 
the titles}, we'll have shown people that 
these books are entertaining and they 
should be pick 
The crossover wraps up the first ares 

a good jumping 
intrigued by what 


point for new 

hey've been 
hearing, Here's a look at where thi 
stand, where the books are going and what 
the creators are thinking as they head into 
the second half 


FANTASTIC FOUR 


WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW: Reed 
Richards, Ben Grimm, and Sue and Johnny 
‘Storm receive fantastic powers when they 


Silver Surfer's arrival 
will impact all four titles 


rocket into space in an unshie 
‘ype ship and are bombarded by cosmic 
rays. Theie original ship was comman. 


foot, who is a double-agent working for 
Doctor Doom. All want to examine a space 
anomaly closing in.on Earth 

But Wingloot is really a Skrull who kid 
napped the real agent and took his place, 
in order to steal the anomaly from Doom 
when the time was right. The Skrull-Wing- 
foot retrieves the anomaly for Doom when 
i lands on Earth, but the FF confront 
Doom in his Latverian castle and battle 
him to a stalemate. During the melee, the 

is revealed to be d 

the herald of Galactus, a planet-devouring 
entity headed for Earth, 
WHAT'S GONNA HAPPEN: This 
one’s got it all, True Believers! Lee 
promises to.tell individual stories dealing 
with the Negative Zone, the Inhumans and 


other classic Fantastic Four elements. 
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These stories all lead up to the coming of 
Galactus and how that's tied into the Mole 
Man, the Inhumans, the Siver Surfer, the Skruls 
and everything else. Galaceus’ arrival will impact 
all four books, as all the heroes join together 
0 stop him, Ie also will reunive what on Man 
writer Scott Lobel calls “The Knights of the 
‘Atomic Table": classmates Reed Richards, Vi- 
tor Von Doom, Tony Stark, Bruce Banner and 
Henry Pym. 

THE BOTTOM LINE: "The pacing siows 
after the frst six issues, which is the big story 
‘of why Doom and Reed are competing and 
why Doom is always trying to screw Reed 
2¢ explains. What | really liked about 
the early FF was that things were always mov- 
ing. Admittedly, maybe | went alittle faster in 
the firs three issues than | should have, but in 
‘my mind it was all one story, | wish | could 
have done i all in one issue 


WHAT YOU SHOULD KNO\ 
Banner, an employee of Stark International, is 


tricked into letting the terrorist organization 
HYDRA detonate his invention, the gamma 
bomb. Banner contains the blast but absorbs 
so much radiation he becomes 2 big green 
Hulk (kids: don’e try this at home). Arriving 
as the bomb goes off, owner Tony Stark is hit 
by exploding shrapnel. He dons an experi- 
‘mental armor suit thac saves his life and gives 
him great powers, but it requires a constant 
infusion of electrical power and must remain 
linked to him forever. 

Iron Man nearly dies fighting the Hulk, but 
is saved by his former secretary, Pepper Pots. 
But Star's troubles are just starting. HYDRA 
hires a super-assassin called Whirlwind to 
eliminate Iron Man, while a man Stark has 
abused turns himself into the Living Laser and 
vows revenge, Depressed about becoming 
such a self-serving bastard, Stark joins the 
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Avengers, the group he has helped 
fund, just in time for their big 
showdown with the Hulk on 
Avengers Island. 

WHAT'S GONNA HAPPEN: 
Stark learns that the Hulk is realy 
his friend Banner and, coupled with 
his commitment to the Avengers, 
he begins to redeem himself. In an 
‘Man #9, flashbacks will show more 
about Rebel, the man who died test- 
ing the Prometheus armor in issue 
HI, Along the way, Stark's doctor, 
Leonard Samson, learns the true 
identity of fron Man, which 
SHIELD. agent Jasper Swell wants 
to force out of Samson. Sitwell 
injects Samson with a gamma-based 
isotope, with unforeseen result. 
‘Meanwhile Liz Ross learns the exact 
nature ofthe terrible price she must 
pay for being at the site where the 
gamma bomb exploded. 

THE BOTTOM LINE: “Many of 
the villins are corporate bad guys attacking 
Stark, not Iron Man,” Lee points out, which 
gives Tony more to worry about than most 
superheroes. “The Hulk won't be fading into 
the background,” he adds. “To make lron Man 
a stronger book, he needed a counterpoint, his 
‘own version of the Joker. He also needed a 
reason to exist, some guilt to work through. 
Hulk and tron Man are tied together.” Adds 
Lobdell, “in many ways, the book is both 
of theirs.” 

Pepper Potts won't fade away, either. “ 
see her as Sandra Bullock in ‘Speed,’ ” Lob- 
dell says. “Tony could no more get by as a 
superhero without her as he can get by as a 
‘CEO without her. I this were the 1970s, when 
books were called Captain America & The Fat 
con and Daredevi & The Black Widow, this book 
‘would be called ron Man & Pepper Potts. 


WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW: Steel- 
‘worker Steve Rogers discovers that the ife he’s 
been living is a lie. At the instruction of Presi 
dent Truman shorty after the end of World War 
I, Cap was programmed with memories ofa fake 
life co make him forget that he'd ever been the 
shield-stinger, and the super-soldier serum has 
been keeping him young ever since. 

Reuniting with his shield, Cap awakens just 
in time to join with Nick Fury's SHLELD. to 
‘combat the World Party,a neo-Nazi group run 
by the Red Skull and his pal, Master Man. Help- 
ing Cap are Sam Wilson, a superpowered former 
jet plot code-named Falcon, and Rikki Barnes, a 
teenage girl who takes on the mantle of Bucky 
and joins a junior SH.LEL.D. agents program 
against Cap's wishes. 
WHAT'S GONNA HAPPEN: Issues #7 


ion Man (below, le) gears up for Doc Samson, 
while Union Jack and Spitfire (below) visit 


and #8 take Cap to England, where he meets 
‘Union Jack, Namor and other members ofthe 
Invaders, the group he foughe beside during 
WWI. Then #9-#! |, penciled by Stephen Plate 
(Prophed, wil focus on Cap's experiences in 
WW\ll with Sge. Fury and the Howling Com- 
mandos. According to Liefeld che story wil 
have an “X-Files” twist with an alien landing, 
Hitler and Nazis. The new Bucky gets a solo 
shot in issue #11. and #12 features chat big 
‘guy named Galacrus 

‘THE BOTTOM LINE: Fury and SHLELD. 
will continue to play key roles in this book 
and in Avengers, notes writer Jeph Loeb. 
“They hadn't intended Cap to wake up, but 
I've always hinted and will continue co hint 
that there's nothing happening in the ‘Heroes 
Reborn’ universe chat wasn't somehow 
worked out ahead of time and planned for 
by Fury. 

‘The World Party wll remain the foremost 
threat, adds Liefeld. "We've introduced the 
core bad guys of Red Skull and Master Man, 
and | realy love Baron Zemo, so hell be get- 
ting a shot,” he says. “We're tossing around 
ideas for more Cap villains now. Don't be sur- 
prised if you see Modok. | love Modok, and 
he's on the drawing boar: 


THE AVENGERS 


WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW: Nick 
Fury convinces the awakened Captain Amer- 
jea to lead SH.LELD,'s team of superpow- 
ered adults, the Avengers. The team rescues 
and signs up Thor, throwing a curve at Fury, 
who also must contend with other personal- 
ity conflets among members. 

The team defeats Kang and Mantis, but dur- 
ing this conflict the android Vision shuts down, 


‘Trac tempes SHLLELD. scientist Henry Pym 
to shrink himself to microscopic size and 
enter the Vision's body. His robotic helper 
Uitron seizes this chance to betray his cre- 
ator, and seals Pym inside the android just 
as SH.LELD. arrives to claim the body. 
Meanwhile, Loki tricks the Hulkinto attack 
ing Avengers Island, culminating in its 
destruction. The battle leads to Iron Man's 
joining the team, which shits is headquar- 
ters to Mantatan, 


oki FaleonnnuENO: 
bie thomAdt hy 


WHAT'S GONNA HAPPEN: The 
team moves into Avengers Mansion in issue 


47, during which they realize the Scarlet 


#7 and #8 will show the recreation of the 
Vision and the young and impressionable 
Wanda's role with him, as their relation 
ship is recast. These issues wil also intro- 
duce us to 2 new team of villains that 


includes the Executioner, Enchantress, 
Ukron and a surprise character with very 
strong ties to the creation of the Vision 
(Longtime Avengers fans probably can fig- 
ure out who the surprise is) 

Issue #9 flashes back to explain how 
Hellcat, Swordsman, Hawkeye, Vision and 
the Scarlet Witch came together, and also 
offers revelations about the mystery of 
just who Hawkeye reall is. Issues #10 
and #11 are still under wraps, but #12 
includes a major wedding...and the 
untimely arrival of Galactus. 

‘THE BOTTOM LINE: Each character 
has a destiny, and none of them can escape 
that,” Loeb explains, “t's a weird kind of 
deja vu. We introduced Mantis, and we 
know that ultimately she and the Swords- 
‘man have a date with destiny they can't 
avoid, and we're going to play with that.” 
Loki also isa pivotal character. “He real- 
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izes he's in another universe—there’s no 
Asgard, there's no Odin,” Loeb says. “For 
the first time in his life, he thinks he has 
areal chance to take Thor out of the pic- 


ture, He’s allied himself with the - 


Enchantress, who gives him an enormous 


power base, and he figures if he has to 


destroy all of Midgard [Earth] to get rid of 
Thor, it's no big deal.” 


THE FINAL ALL-TITLE BATTLE * 


WITH GALACTUS could be the cat- 
alys to fing everybody back into the Mar- 
vel Universe in one incarnation or 
another, or it could keep them right 
where they are. Do the creators see the 
series continuing beyond the 12 con- 
acted issues? 

“Sometimes | think the best thing 
would be to do 24 issues of Fantastic Four 
and really play it outright and have some 
fun, There are alot of things Id lke to 
be able to develop more,” admits Lee. 
“Bue staying longer would come at che 
expense ofthe fans that supported me in 
my own company, and | have to weigh 
that. Plus, Marvel wants to wat to see 
what happens with the books, and I can't 
put everything I'm doing on hold until 
they decide.” 


Liefeld is warily optimistic that his * 


books, at least, will continue past their 
first year. He points to the huge number 
of boys 12 t0 18 years old, a key demo- 
graphic, who tell him they'd never read 
the characters before, but are doing s0 
now. “I's not an issue of finances,” he 


declares, "'d do these books for free, just. - 


for the sheer joy of doing them. The over- 
all fan excitement and sales indicate it 
should go on. Il be very disappointed if 
it doesn’, but | expect it won't. I've 
learned to hope for the best and plan for 
the worst” 


Either way, Lee says, Marvels exper- 


iment has already garnered positive 
results. "Heroes Reborn’ shows that 
these characters are still very viable and 
can regain an audience,” he notes. “It 
shows that the industry isnt in as bad a 
shape as we thought. We just need to put 
some energy and passion into it and do 
some healthy runs on books. t's given me 
the confidence to go back out there and 
really commit to a long run on my next 
project." And it’s given Marvel a running 
start for whatever comes next for four 
classic books and dazens of existing char- 
acters who are ready to face the future, 
reborn or not. w 
CCroig Shut, who wrote about the Thunderboks 
lost month, cant wait unt the “Heroes Reborn” 
versions ofthe Thing nd Hurnan Torch get to 
meet the Beatles. 
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Batman ano nus nrtateD cnanacte 


Wizard casts the movie! 


Bya bunch 
of Wizard 
staffers 
All phatos by th 
iy sears 
) 


Now 
here’s a plot 
for a movie. Earth. 
The 30th century. A 
group of superteens who 
call themselves The Legion 
of Super-Heroes. Throw 
in a bad guy or two 
wrecking a few worlds, 
and you can’t miss! Who 
wouldn’t want to see a 
bunch of teens with some 
really cool powers travel 
to other worlds and kick 
some evil alien ass? OF 
course, to make a real 
box office draw, we'd 


For the electrified co-founder 
of the Legion, we'd need 
‘someone who can be impul- 
sive, but can also be laid back 
and take orders. Leonardo 
DiCaprio (“Romeo and 
Juliet’) has proven his brash- 
ness on-screen, so he's our 
pick. 


have an all-star cast to 
play the parts. Who 
would we pick? Well, 
read on... 


The Legion leader has to be 
someone with enough 
charisma to make others 
look up to him, but also have 
the ability to be a take-charge 


Marne Patterson (“Some- 
thing So Right”) would make 
a great Saturn Girl. She 
exudes that level-headed 
inner strength that the 


Legion's telepath has, 


kind of guy in crisis situations 
Jeremy London (*Mallrats") 
has both, that's why we 
chose him for the role of 
Cosmic Boy 
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This kid's gor ic all 
Looks, superpowers and 
artitude. Minus the 
‘superpowers, jared Leto 
had the same attributes 
in "My So-Called Life.” 


Claire Danes ("Romeo and 
Juliet”) has the sweet face 
and spunky attitude, which 
makes her our pick for 
Spark, the cute, and some- 
times outspoken electrified 
lass in the Legion. 


‘After being the resident 
genius on “SeaQuest 
SV." we fig- 

tured why not 

ast Jonathan 
Brandis in the 

role as the res- 
Ident genius of 

the Legion? Paint 

his face green, give 
him a computer pad 
to fiddle with and 
bam...we got us a 
Brainiac 5, 


‘The role of Andromeda, the Legion's 


female powerhouse, needs to be filed by 
someone who can pull off a looke-at-me- 
wrong.and-tiLkll-you attinude, but look 
s0 good you'll want to take the chance, 
Sarah Lancaster ("Saved by the Bell: The 
College Years") would be super 


The peaceful lone survivor of 
Trom known as Element Lad 


needs someone who can be happy, 
calm and able to see the good in 
‘everything. Brad Renfro ("‘Sleep- 
cers") has just the look we need. 


With her cute looks and a 
fast name like Dash, we 
couldn't pass up the 
opportunity to cast Stacey 
Dash ("Clueless") as the 
Legion speedster, X-5. 
Plus, she’s got the right 
dopey, good-intentioned 
attitude (and would look 
great in a skintight outfit) 


M'Onel is the superguy with a 
sensitive side, We needed 
someone who could pull off 
being a guy who everyone likes 
and looks up to in times of 
trouble. Chris Demetral 
(‘Dream On") is our choice. 


Scote Wolf ("Party of Five") 
has that innocent, naive quality 
about him that fits Invisible ™ 
Kid's character. Throw in 
some cool fade-in and fade- 
out effects and we can't lose 
with this pick. 
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give him some antenna, and Wil 
Wheaton ("Star Trek: The Next Gen- 
") would make a perfect 


Chameleon, the Legion shape-shifer. 
Plus, 
being on “Star Trek” for so long. 


ns are old hat for him from 


Kathleen Rob 
Hills 90210") wo: 
tic for the role of Tri 


only member of the 
who ean split in 
7, rate beings, She's 
fect look and hey, to be on 2 
show like'"90210," s 
be able to switch person 


ina snap. 


For the giant of the team, we chose 
Christian Oliver ("Saved by the Bell: 
The New Class"), Of course 


we'd have to use some 


trick shots 09 make 
him appear to grow, 
but he could pull off 


shrinking 
abllty...welll le the 
special effects 
the role, no problem, people han- 


dle that 


march 1997 @D 


‘The hotheaded, hot-bodied bad girl could only be 

played by Jennie Garth—who can be a hotheaded, 
hot-bodied bad girl on “Beverly Hills 90210.” Put her 
ina spandex ourfic and you'd light up the screen. 


For Apparition, the 
raven-haired beauty of 


the Legion, we want 
Neve Campbell (“Party 
of Five”). On screen, 

sgh, smart and 
just what we're 


Back when he 
Faustino ("Ma 
perfect match 
attitude, a a 


him a few months to gi 


Nikki Cox (“Unhappily Ever After”) 
would fill the role of Kinetix. With an 
upbeat attitude, a killer bod and that red 
hair of hers, the match is right on. 
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Randy Bowen's step-by-step 
guide to sculpting your favorite 
comic book heroes By craig shutt 


He’s the Dr. Frankenstein of the c dt 


sculpting talent’ 
were too poor to buy 
explains. “But 


It all starts with a sketch 
(at right). “The creator tells me his 
idea, and | tell him if it's possible,” 
Bowen says. “Then he sends me a 
sketch and we talk it over. Sometimes 
| send hima sketch to prime the pump 
and give him something to correct. My 
goal is to keep the creator happy and 
translate his style into three dimen- 
sions.” The final sketches are done as 
a “turnaround,” with frone, back and 
three-quarter views. 


) 


Then the armature is created (left, and both pictures below). 
Bowen sketches the straightened-out figure to the size it wll be sculpted, 
then lays wire over the drawing to establish how much he'll need. 
Today he uses aluminum armature wire, but he says regular coat hang- 
ers work, too. He bends this 
“skeleton” into the shape he 
wants. “I think I'm best known 
for my dynamic poses and the 
feeling of movement | give to 
my figures.” 

To save time, he tries not 
to use armatures for smaller 
parts, such as hands. But it's 
critical that the armature be 
ugh to support the 


one portion, he'll bake a first 


layer onto the armature and 
Other. 


Wise, the outer “skin” will crack 


id-onto 


from dryness before the inner 
layers harden. 
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“One of the longest, toughest, most vie 
" “ ¢ 


“Overkill is nor only finely tuned and balanced, 
‘bur a godsend for those fond of 40+ levels of 


Blasting carnage.” 
GameFan 


) *A must for lovers of challenging, violent games.” 
EGM 


“Hor rendered graphics, crazy transparencies, 
burnin’ music. Another fine Konami effort.” 
GameFan 


“Overkill offers hours of blood-dreriched fun, 


of hidden areas.” 3 = 
Pia PS Extreme : 


He sculpts the figure, building layers of 

y Onto the armature until he achieves the basic 
form. He sculpts figures nude and adds clothing and 
anatomy details, such as tendons and muscles, onc 


's satisfied wich the basic form, Even major details, 
such as Boba Fett’s helmet, are created separately to 
ensure a realistic fit, 

‘Art stores don't sell sculpting tools for mini: 
tures,” he laments, which led him to create his own 
tools. His favorite was made from a plece of ham- 
mered copper that tapers to a “spoon” shape (below 
right), which he uses: hin clothing and details, 
The other end has a curved, sharp paint to etch lines. 
His arsenal also includes tools made from guitar string 
and wooden dowels, 


, 
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Bowen bakes the basic form 
regular kitchen oven at 250 degrees for about 
30 minutes. Then he adds clothing and derail, 
firing each addition with a heat gun, rather 
than rebaking the entire piece (a left). When 
he’s finished, he sands off any rough edges 
(above). “Machined-looking pieces are the 
hardest to create,” he admits. “The more 


geometry, the tougher itis. Symmetry is also 
difficult—1 love it when hair is blowing, 
because ic hides one of the ears.” 

He usually sends two videotapes to the 
creator during the process: One shows the 
basic form for approving stance and design, 
and the second includes 99 percent of the 
detail (at middle left). “I'm my own worst 
" he admits. “Before I do a video, | sometimes sculpt a piece twice. 


Usually, ic kes one to two weeks to geta design I like. Rarely does it go 
boom! and it’s sec” It did once—he was so inspired by reading one of Mike 
Mignola's Heliboy stories that he sculpted the finished bust in 40 minutes. 

The hardest part of the entire job is packing the finished piece so ic 
reaches the mold makers safely; plastic bubble-wrap and styrofoam pack- 
ing “peanuts” usually do the trick (below right). The mold makers cover 
the form with a silicone coating to create a rubber-like mold, They peel the 
mold off and use it to make about 10 to 20 “master” figures, which then are 
used to create molds for casting the retail products, Most consumer mod- 


ls are created from cold-cast 
porcelain, a polyester resin that 
doesn’t require heat to harden. 
“The final version i alee skin- 


rier chan the original, so there's 
a tendency for noses to become 
sharper and heads to compact.’ 
he says. "We build in enough 
material [during the sculpting 
phase] to allow for that.” 

Bowen personally paints 
about five copies of the raw 
resin casting, sending three to 
the factory for artists to follow when applying the acrylic paints. “No two are 
exactly alike, but they al follow the same guide,” he says. At this point, he breathes 
a sigh of relief at having another project finished. 

Except there are new creatures and heroes already in various stages of 

sketching, wiring, sculpting, videotaping and detailing, So Bowen heads back 
work. And fans wouldn't want it any other way. w 


Graig Shut, who takes you through the second half of “Heroes Reborn” in this issue 
popped all of Bowen's bubble-wrap in a maniacal frenzy, 
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One of comics’ most 
versatile writers, 

James Robinson keeps 
reaching for the stars 


she California se 


0 write Terminator winbseties for Dark 


Vertigo mink-secies like Witetn 


JAMES ROBINSON: After gecting degree in film-making in England, | got work 
35 the editor at Titan Books. One thing fed to another, and f decided to write a 
graphic novel which was called London's Dark. 

| think my big break, if actually bad one, was hat {former Epic Comics Edi= 
+ Chief and current OC Group Ediar] Archie Goodwin had noticed Landon’: 
Dark, He was a 
Comics (Marvel's now-defunct creator-cwned lng}, but nadhing really worked out 
‘When Archie came to OG, t pitched and got approval for The Golden Age fan out- 
of-continuity “Elsewarlds” stony starring a retired justice Society of America} 
‘While that was being developed, wrote “Blades,” 2 three-issue arc for Batmon: 
Dirk Kojhe {#32-34] with fardst] Tim Sale 
It started when | was having trouble finding a monthly book. | had wanted 
to-do something using an established DC character. and | wanted to find 
a character that had no positive perception, and possibly even a negative 


re Of my work, and was trying to get me Something at Epic 


Legends 


perception: Starman suited what I was looking for. asked Archie ifhe 


eet Sack Kot, the grange er of Robeson Steman 


Qn 
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Name: James Robinson 
Occupation: Comic book writer 

Born: April 1, 1963 in Altingham, Cheshire, England 
Base of Operations: Burbank, Calif, 


Career Highlights: Starman, The Golden Age, Leave It to Chance, “Blades” 
Meare seis pee Naira ret and WIE : 


could get me the Starman name because | wanted to re-interpret 
the character so he made more sense. As | began to look ati, | real 
ized that the thing that was missing was a sense of 3 heritage that 
the Flash and Green Lantern have. So ie was obvious to use Ted and 
David Knight [the fi 
heritage, and I've worked in ways to include the alien blue Starman, 
and the Paul Levie/Steve Ditko 
in the future, once Jack 20% 
As far as comtemporary superheroes go, Starman's Jack 
Knight is not your standard-fare superguy in comics 

He's the son of the Golden Age Starman, his identity is, 
well known, he suns an antique collectibles shop, doesn't 
wear spandex and he’s got a bunch of keen tattoos. 
standard look, 


and second Starman] to begin Jack Knight's 


rman, Who will be meeting Jack 


feel and ati 


Jack's personal life is well-baianced, and he seems 
like 3 normsl guy. Could J3ck walk away from being 
Starman someday? 

Actually. 


because | had not wanted t0 try to walkin the shoes of Nell Gaiman, 
‘when it happens, there's nothing you can do except work towards that 
‘ending, Around issue #6 or #7 of Starman, | got the idea, and | began to sow 
the first seed of icin issue #7, and I'm now working towards that ending 
jack Knight will cease being Starman in january of 2000. 

Will anyone pick up the mantle after Jack leaves? 

| have no idea. It's so far off, | doubt anybody cares. For all | know. | could 
have a fit of artistic pique and quit next week My intention is to keep it 
going until then, if! can, The one thing | do worry about isthe cons of writ 
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ing 2 “cult” book 
which is that 
you're never sure 
if you've got a 
book that people care about to begin with. 'm never aware of a “buzz” 
around Starman. | know ic has a following, but 'm never aware that follow- 
ing is so huge that the mass of comics’ readers care about it. When books 
are nominated for awards, Starman seems to slip through the cracks. 

| sometimes worry that as time goes by, iffan apathy gets a foothold, 
Ihe forced to stop the book because there willbe no demsnd fori | guess 
there are enough loyal readers to Keep it going for now. 

DC has dectared February as “Starman Month,” 
with Starman merchandise and a “jump-on" issue. Did you 
have anything to do with that, or was it all DC's decision? 
Ie was something that DC wanted to do for a while. 'm very grateful to OC 
They/ve always been behind my work and Starman, and felt that the book 
had found an audience, but it deserved a wider one. They decided to give 
this push in February and March, which | hope attracts new readers 
Possibly a mistake | made early on is that | got caught up in the whole 
mythos of Starman. While il be bulding on that mythos fram now on, |ncend 
{keep the arcs contained in themselves litle more so that readers can 
Jump on more readily. I's one ofthe things you have to watch for with an 
extended continuity. if you're not careful, you ean alienare people coming 
on boa 
much baggage that they don't understand. 
trying to get around that in the future. 
Switching gears slighily, let's 
move to Leave It to Chance. How 
did the book come about? 
Chance was an idea that came to me one day 
Firsts always bothered me tha there isn't 
female demographic in comics. Girls 
may star reading comics with some- 
thing like Archie Comies, but then 
they get alienated by al this “boy's fe- 
ton” that’s in mast comics. Some of them get 
their navelsplerced, start wearing dark eyeliner 
and start reading Vertigo books, but the bulk 
of them just stay away from comics completely. 
| thought that there had to be a way thar 
Ba} you could come up witha book that will actract 
irks with a strong female character: I's been 
tried before, but these books tend to scare 
boys away, oF not interest boys, so I wanted to come up witha world that 
is universal and exciting for everybody. With that in mind, fll tqgether that 
the perfect amalgam would be Nancy Drew meets “Kolehak: The Night 
Stalker," and Leave it to Chance fell into place. 

I knew it was a book that | could try and get off the ground on my 
own, and try to find an artist, but it would be all the stronger if the artist 
came on board with i's inception, and we developed this ching together. 
That's when | brought in Paul [Smith], and we've been partners inthis ven- 


because they feel that there's too 


The fact that the book is selling out everywhere is a very pleasant 


reward for our efforts 
Is Leave It £0 Chance going to be monthly? 
‘Atthe moment, ul cannot doa monthly book, so what we're doing is four 
‘months on, chen a month off, then four more months, averaging eigh 
a year, and we're going to doit in sequential numbering 

What | want to-do with Chance is much like Batman, where al you 
need to know is his parents were killed, he grew up to hate criminals, he 
became Batman and that's relly ic Once you know that, you can enjoy any 
Batman adventure. With Chance, she wants to be the next Falconer [3 fam 
ily responsibilty to be the world’s most renowned sorcerer. her father 
doesn't let her, so she gets into her own mysteries, and that's all you need 
to know. Obviously. there will be a mythos where we're building on the 
greater sum of the various issues ofthe past, but no storyline will be more 
than two issues, so it's 3 book chat readers ean pickup and enjoy for isl. 
I want to try and keep Chonce very accessible and immediate for readers, 
50 they can always pick up an issue and read it. 

Hopefully, we're giving the book a texture, and a sense of personality 
‘that appeals 00 readers of al ages 
‘What are your intentions with Chance? Where is she headed? 
{1s sho ever going to gain approval from her father? 
No, she never wil gan her father’s blessing. That's something that’s always 
ging to be just out of sight She's going to explore varius mysteries, and she's 
soing to develop a circle of friends her own age, as well as older characters. 
‘There is also an arch-enemy who wil slowly become apparent as these sin 
se stories take place, and he's just in the background. He wil reveal himself 
in issue # | or #12, and from then on, hell bea recurring character. There's 


Howard says he doesn't want to do it—and Id find someone else to draw 
it, which would be. 


-ompromise on my part—t realy don’t want to start 
it until he can begin working on It, 50 it's ina state of hiatus unc people's 
schedules clear up slight 


How will i be connected to The Golden Age? 
The Siver Age will be 2 series involving the birth of the new Silver Age char- 
acters. [twill be my interpretation of the events, and unfortunately, i ends 


and will be the epit in terms of the kinds of vilains hae they 
‘mention of the events in The Golden Age: They will 
the main element of The Siver Age, The 
central characters willbe King Faraday, 
the Barry Allen Fash, the Hal Jordan Green Lantern, the Chall 
Unknown, the Doom Patrol and other early Siver Age characters. 
With all your projects, do you have 2 tough time 
balancing your workload to keep the quality of your 
individual projects high? 

Yes, pretty much. | hate to sound like 
almost everything | do, i's qual 
\writer approached to do Kingdom Came with Aiex Ros 
to doit As much as! wanted to work with Alex, | just 
right writer for the project, and couldn't do the project 


wil be facing. fe wi 


‘onn Jonna {the Marsan Manhunter] 
sof the 


| think che right writer was Mark Waid, who did a great job [alway 
preserve that quality, which is why I quit WidCA Ts as wel 
‘over-commi myself and compromise my work. !'m always wor- 


sot wouldn't 


also a pirate ghost named Captain Hitch whol bea recurring character as <i Mile, ried about the quality suffering 


‘well. And of course, here will be a whole rogues gllery of monsters and 
supernatural characters that we'll be building on issue-by.issue. 

What about your Golden Age sequel, The Silver Ago? ts 
{that stilt on the slate? 

{ts stil on the books, but Howard [Chaykin, the projected 
Series artist] has some commitments atthe moment, and 
| am loathe to begin writing ic until | know Heoward is 
freed up, because I can’t think of anybody else that 
could do the job as well as Howard. Unless 


‘Atel: hance Flcone (vith er dragon St. George) wihes to be 
the next foil srcerer in eave It Chance 

At right Robinson quit WIA. Because he fl is work sufered 
inqalty 


Speaking of WildC,, 

that book? 

| orginally came on to WIKCAT. to do the-cwo issues [15 
and #16) focusing on Ben Santini and the Black Razors. They're 

the ones that | fee! happiest about, and I wish at times that 
had lee after those first two. But | had so much fun doing 
those issues that | decided to stay on, and think ultimately 
getting Alan Moore [to write it after me] was the best thing 
that could ve happened tothe book. 


'5, how did you get on 


february 19) 


Moving so one of you're latest high-profile projects, 
how did you get hooked up with painter Joe Jusko for 
Vampiretta: Stoodtust 
| was asked to do the story in the Vampirello 25th Anniversary Special, which 
| did asa homage to Archie Goodwin, who really was the defining creator 
con that character, After that, Harris Comics editor David Bogart asked me 
if there was anything else | wanted to do with the character. | couldn't 
think of anything, but then the opportunity to work with Joe came up, and 
ic was a challenge thac I elt | had to take. joe hadn't done any sequential 
artwork, except one story for Epic strated, which had never been prince, 
0 it was my chance to work with him on his first sequential work. 

We didn’t have to strive for an idea [EDITOR'S NOTE: The story 
focuses on what happened to Vampirella while she was “dead.” when she 
was really transported to her home planet of Drakulon], so with that also 


being a factor, it just made for a very easy write on my part. | don't even 
remember writing that book It came very quickly, and everybody was very 
happy with it. I's a work we're quite proud of. 

You'll be picking up the writing chores on Event Comics 


well preity soon. Again, aren't you worried about 
overloading? 

I've told [Ash co-creator] Joe Quesada that I'l commit to four Issues at 2 
‘ime If find that the work is getting too heavy, I can close things on a 


bright note, not end abrupdy. I'm doing iparter which will 
involve more of Ashley Quinn's personal history in terms of his father and 
is family. and in terms ofthe firemen he works with 3nd how ices in with 
the Actor [Ash's major foe). 

Tentatively, plans are that the second arc will be a magi-based story 

that will bring Lucas Falconer, Chances father [from Leave It to Chance) to 
New York, where he'll meet Ash. Possibly, Chance wil ag along as wel. 
In your Work, you seem to be attra 
eccentric characters. Are there any more out there that 
you'd like to work with? 
I've just been asked if Id be interested in doing a dhree-ssue Superman 
story. ve never done Superman, and I said 'd xr to come up with an idea. 
Whether | can come up with an idea remains to be seen, because | will 
certainly ty to, and because M' ike to do that. 

‘The other character that | have a huge affection for is Daredevil but 
fee! such a reverence for that character that I'd be loathe to ever try and 
write him. Between the work of Gene Colan and the work of Frank Miller, 
the book's been written. 

{have fun withthe Golden Age characters that I dg ico in Starman. And 
the character that | enjoy going back to time and again is Batman. | enjoy 


to rather obscure, 
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roi The She’ confrontions wth emis of he Ludlow fony, ead that 
‘ed bie ssa a desc him hye be gine hs pos, took for 
creas by Jy olde hao Flash) Garvick wm The Spider. Au chores change ent 08, 
“wih cattiaes by Grea, 1.4 ian i, Set ee A 


“Hhicon't been approved vet, but Leet its 
“enn bon ays bea gr spc oth wl be lb of en” 
The shatoSpecioh 
st mob ela Sede hog 


—— sane uti woul: 
‘bi ott Verge He, bal ¢ nly mors episnted oebing of he caves 
who camped hia emboishipof the criti Jos Soi.” ma 
writing him, and luckily with Archie Goodwin being the 
Legends of the Dark Knight editor, Ive had that chance more 
than afew times. 
line superhero book, either at Marvel or DC? 
B) With Marvel | don't know. Atone point. wien Marvel was doing 
any book about any character, they aked me | wanted ro do 
4) + Doc Samson project. This was back when I was looking 


Do you ever see yourself doi 


for a monthly book, and a lot of the feel of Starman 
actually was What | had originally worked into Doc Samson. | 
wanted to turn the Ringmaster into an amoral character ike the 
‘Shade is in Starman, It's funny how alot of that transposed over 
into Starman, Buc that fell through for one reason or another. 

In terms of a regular book, | could do 2 Batman book in a moment, 

because that’s a character | feel very comfortable with. Other books, | 

don’t know. le would depend on whether {had a vision for that character, 

and who presented me with what idea, relly. 

Where do you see yourself in five years? 

| would ike to be involved in lm. But | wil always write comic books. I think 


‘comiesare a much maligned medium. One ofthe saddest things | ever saw— 
and | know this isn't Nel’ sentiment—was in Entertainment Week, [which] 
listed Neil Gaiman as “Winner of the Week,” because he had been a comic 
book writer and he had gotten a book deal. The way it was written was to 
imply that he was slaving away in this fithy, plebetan medium of comies, and 
‘now he had ascended to the more valid and accepted medium of prose. | guess 
in some ways, that’s how the public sees i, bc Il always fe! that comics are 
a valid medium, with their own set of values, and with inherent strengths 
that you cannot duplicate in fms oF books, So, | would like to be involved 
in fis in five years’ time, but I always be involved in comics. Right naw, ™m 


content to take things one step ata time. w 


‘Matthew Brody, who chronicled Daredevis history in ths issue, is toying wit the 
(dea of quiting eating Sle Jn completely. 


PRESENTS 


 e yA NENBERSHIP CARD! | 
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Flow to Draw in @ Cartoony Style 
W hen | was attending art college, | got a royal chewing- h ) 
crawings in my cas shecchbook “There's no market for this NY 

sui heholered Laer. whe stopped by isofice.Ipeered ETSI y 


alta some connection ro feat 
ite iy prohessor Waseca Hyp ko\ 
%9 crite. You see, cartoons have a 


hing and universal appeal. 
erally 2 carcoon for every- 
lovers, baseball players and sci- 
all have their own favorite cartoons, A 
-an be anything! Whatever a given car- 
es, that becomes his cartoon subject. 
the next four pages, we'll see if car- 
ony superheroes may be your subject too, 


Your uni 


ibited instructor, Prof. Ahern 


Interior Design 
To getanides ofhow a humorous cartoon approach difers from 
mainstream superheroes, we needa hera for comparison. And 
who better than Wally West ka. the Flash? 

We can see that Fash conforms t9 heroic proportions. He has 
imposing stature, enhanced muscle structure and a herole stance. A car- 
toony approach tends to bea trifle...less imposing 


(Our ideat hero is made for action—he's drawn to indicate a 
body of muscle, bone and sinew. His cartoon counterpart, on 
the other hand, is made for slapstick and visual 

silliness. His body looks more flexible, as if 

it's composed of foam rubber and elastic. 
We can identify these differences by 
noting the linework which composes each 
hero, The real Flash’s sketch is more tight, 


Bete oaiomiemtcse ieee 

Gre oe ras Ganeessasee Viele 

pee 

ee ee eon 

our cartoon hero his look. 
Sas 


‘Ay action HERO 
fas eriphiasts on 
QVERALL nuscie 
Staucrune 
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Best Foot Foward 
Even when standing sil, the body of our cartoon Flash (le’s 
call him “Flashy") maintains a fluid look, Like the melting candle 
shown here, the easy, curving lines of Flashy’s boot provide the 
appearance of a relaxed, pable form 

Keep that image of the melting candle in mind! Remind your- 
self that soft, oozing wax makes up Fash’ interior body, Like 
animated cartoon characters who fall off clfs only to have 
their bodies compact and recoil ike play dough, Flashy 
remains sof and plable. Keep your drawing arm loose, and 
your linework flowing. A fui, swoeping line makes 
for the best cartoon, 


Express Yourself 


y Flashy's eyes, mouth and hair follow suie 
— to complete our character's mercurial 

Pe CARTOONY appearance. Since the number of pos- 

sible expressions is infinite, only a few 

are shown here. To contrast them, I've 


added two realistic approaches: one of 
just the eyes, and the other down below 
of Wally West's entire head, See how 
the short, precise fines of the realistic 
‘examples are replaced by the longer, 
‘swooping lines of the cartoon, The fea- 
tures shown here stretch well beyond 
normal proportions. 


ck! It's chat simple. t 
master, but jt is simple 


Turn Him Loose! 

Fiashy's entire body now reacts in keeping with our established 
reality. His appearance alone indicates we're in for some laughs! 
(Once we combine his limbs and features to form a whole charac- 
ter, we can manipulate him to bend, stretch or bounce as need be 
with each action, Any pose can show off Flashy's“cartooniness.” The 


FLAasitv's Body ELoNGATES. 
SLighty te coNNEY An 
EXPRESSION OF SURPRISE. 


goal is to have Flashy not so much react to situations as overreact. 
In the first three poses here, we can imagine Flashy horrified that 
his soufflé fell, then confronting his girlfriend Linda for hogging the 
TV remote, and trying to remember ifit's first socks, then shoes, The 
wilder the situation, the wilder and more exaggerated his response. 


Even ina scene where there's no obvious joke or gag, Fashy's 
movements are ridiculous and overblown, Wally West wouldn’t 
be caught dead swinging his arms like this (see left) while speed- 
ing by, but Flashy has no problems. You can inject cartoon humor 

into any otherwise dull moment where there's no villain or threat 

t© (over)react to, If the Pied Piper is rambling on about a new inven- 


‘don, put Flashy in the background fiddling with the device by vibrat- 
ing his head through ic to look inside, or pushing a button to discover 
it dispenses tater tots. Above, Abra Kadabra is trying desperately to 
pull a deadly trick out of his hat. Flashy’s bored expression and tap- 
ping foot convey humor even though he’s just standing there, 


Whoa, Nellie! 


There is a point when you 


lose or halt the elasticity of your cartoon bulky. What could ve looked smooth and fuid, now just looks cumbersome. 


character: Here are owo examples of overdone Fashys. Atlee, we see Fachy’s 
fist in closeup as he throws a super-speed punch. But the lines on his hand 
have been given to0 much “swoop.” making the fst appear too soft. No vil- 


bain would fear gesting smacked by a bg crear-puf fist! In the other picture, 


We see that Flashy’s extremities (even his earpieces) have gotten too big and 


In both these examples, i's a case of losing sigh of your objective, We wart 
ashy to havea pliable cartoon body, not one that’ silly just for the sake of 
boing sly. What's worse, sudden stretches of Fashy’s body in moments of 
surprise or anger will lose impact ifhe looks that way all the time. Make sure 
you maintain some level of solcty to keep Flashy alive and believable! 


Says rns A 
Rie Sian 


CREAN Pure? RELATE Te 


@) wizara:tctc #67 


Put it in Perspective 

Remember: A fun, cartoony style lets us stretch Flashy a bit out of proportion, but not stretch the rules of perspective. 

Continue to follow all the rules ofthe time-honored artist, but apply them as they pertain to your bouney cartoon hero 
Let's look at these two examples below. At left, we've got a worm's-eye view of Flashy. He's stil his pliable, 

waxen self, even though we've taken care to follow rules of proportion and perspective, with his form diminishing 


in size from bottom to top. At right, our cartoony Central City buildings all conform to proper perspective. But note 
how the detailing is simple and generalized, That way, when Flashy races up the side of the building in pursuit of 
a villain, he doesn't seem out of place as he would against a tightly rendered skyscraper. 


EVEN Win Exraene poResHont 
ernie, Flas Kechs wis Siu. 
LOPORTIONS. AND THE BulLbinG 
TAKESON THE 805, BLACK 
CAToon GuTLINe, 


Crowd ’em In 


‘You can only get so many laughs out of Flashy running around alone. around him, M the hero is eight heads tall, and his girlfriend is shorter, 
He needs a supporting castto interact with, Many cartoons use d we may draw her at seven heads. and so on, | wanted Piper (below, far 
‘character to establish the scale by which all the other charac left) to be more lanky than Flashy, so | drew him half a head taller. 
‘drawn. Whether muscle-bound or pudgy, lanky, shapely or tiny, youcon- Linda (Below, second fram right) isthe same height as Flashy, but with 
struct each character in direct relaion to your standard. Think of an a more feminine build, and Impulse (below, far right) Is a full head 
Ideal superhero drawing standard, which is usually eight heads tall, That due to his young age. Decide what you want to convey with 
scale is used to create not only the main character, but everyor 


‘And there you have it. A quick 
overview to begin your cartooning 
adventures. Cartooning ofen gees 

a bad rap because its fun and 
lighthearted look makes it 
appear “easy.” But as with all 
aspects of comic book art fe rakes 
4 great deal of time and effort to 
‘master cartooning. It also involves 
an enormous amount of fun you're 
nt having fun while drawing, you're 
doing something wrong! We 


Brian Douglas Ahern writes and 
draws the spiffy superhera cal- 
‘endar every month in Wizard, 
‘ond yes, he really does dress like he 
did in that photo, 


Starman 
Henley Shirt 


‘52 disruption in the 


vel Universe timeline 


in. Anather “Days of 
Past"? The return of 
Apocalypse"? Nope, 
it's Marvel's new line of 


Zodiac symbol on the back. The 


characters 
Henley shire is available in styles. Firs, look 


and extra-large sizes for $3495. 


EL Sports watches 
And finally, styize your 


with a Starman badge for only 
'$895, This ewo-inch meta 
is shaped from copper with a black 
‘nickel finish and spores a silver- 
‘tone star with black enamel 
‘enhancements. A must-have for 
‘every Starman fan 

And if you're too damn 

‘cheap to buy any o these prod- 
ucts, just check out the nifty 


sporta Velcro band and 
an acid-etched case-back 
that provides a derailed his: 
tory of the featured Mar- 
vel superhero. Choose 
from Silver Surfer, 
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Marvel Movie 
Watches 


Little bits of 


everything in the 
world of comic-related 
merchandise 


Wolverine, Captain America, 
Ghost Rider and Spider-Man, 
‘Also, keep an eye out for 
Marvel's Movie Watches. With 
these babies, you can watch a 
film strip ofthe superhero of 
your choice when you turn the 
top and bottom crawns of the 
‘timepiece, The watches come 


All of these watches come 
with a three-year warranty and 
feature Japan Quartz movement. 
Look for them in fine stores 
everywhere for $39.99 each. 


LIL DEATH 


DC Comics continues to cut 
with an anodized matte black things down to size with the new 
case, a Velcro of leather web 
strap and a brief history of the 
character on the back. The first 
movie watches include Spider- 
Man, X-Men or a mixture of di 
ferent Marvel heroes. 

Finally, chere’s the ancique-fn- 
Ished Marvel Pocket Watches! 


Death miniature statue due in 
stores this March, Morpheus 
favorite (and cutest!) sister can 
‘row be found in half the size, I's 
the same Death statue you've 
seen before, only smaller. Death 
's sculpted by Randy Bowen, 
based on a design by artist Chris 
Bachalo (Death: The High Cost of 


Living. Death: The Time of You 


Each watch has an action character 
dial a leather fob with belt attach- 
iment and that groovy Electro. 


Luminescene technology. For 
the true Marvel 
fan, pocket 
watches for Siver 
Surfer, Spider- 
Man, Wolverine 
and The Thing 
are all available. 


Marvel Pocket 
Watches 


Marvel El Sports 
Watches 


Uff) Li Death goes for $59.95 
and should look just fine next to 
the recently released i'l Sandman 
statue, also from Bowen 


BURNING | 
ISSUES 


As parcofits ongoing battle | 
against censorship, the Comic 
Book Legal Defense Fund has 
released a T-shirt featuring char- 
acters created by Terry Moore, 
Neil Gaiman and Todd McFar- 
fane, with all proceeds helping to 
protect the First Amendment 
rights ofall comic book profes- 
sionals in the United States 
Available in black cotton, the T- | 
shir (L, XL and XXL) showeases 
Moore's Strangers in Paradise 
heroine Francine being burned at 
the stake (or in this case, the 
US. Constitution) by 2 gang of 


“Smuts” (the CBLDF mascots 
donated by Neil Gaiman and 
Todd McFarlane from the Angela 
mini-series). Terry Moore him- 
self contributed the shir’ 
design, which can be found at 
local comic shops or by sending 
$20.00, plus $3.00 shipping to 

the CBLDF, P.O, Box 693, 
Northampton, MA 01061. Or for 
creditcard orders, call |-800-992- 
72533, fox (413) 582-9046, e-mail 
102437,1430@compusery.com or 
visit the company's website at 
http: /waywinsv.comicbet 

‘And don’t forget to specify 


QUITE A 
HANDFUL 


For those of you 
who enjoy angry 
shouts from 


has the T-shirt for 
you, Featuring the 
popular “GEN-et 
Jackson” variant 
cover from Gen’ 
4#1 on the reverse 
side and “GenThir- 
teen" ina Rolling 
Stone-ish logo on 
the front, this T- 
shirt Is bound to 
attract attention. 
For those of you 
who haven't seen 


women, WildScorm 


3 


AN 


this particular cover, it's got a 
topless Fairchild with some- 
fone holding her...bazoongas, 
mimicking the recent Rolling 
Stone cover that portrayed = 
similarly posed Janet Jackson. 
This T-shirt comes in large 
and extra-large sizes for 
$18.95. Also, took for the 
much tamer Gen! logo cap 
for just $20.95, Both items 
are currently on sale in comic 
shops everywhere. 


COMIC ART 


Tired of that old Monet or 
Picasso cluttering up your wall 


itedt-edition Iris prints, which look 
spiffy enough to be found ina 

ry Fest, there's an 
allsnew,all-original exclusive Cap- 


tain America print by Travis 


march 1997 @&@ 


bered, and limited to only 300 

units each. The arework itself is 

15” by 20” in area—including a 

large white border—and is printed 

‘on Arches watercolor paper. Both 

of these gorgeous prints can be | 
| 


video 
a games 
By Steve Brown 


WIZARDEXPLORES 
MAGNETIC BABES | THE PLAY IN 
Loto sonting ae an PLAYSTATION 


epper 0 spice up your 
2 Why nactry Graphics |) Sony's 32-bie PhayStation has) ih the aby to shapes ast 
Designs’ Penthouse Comix Magnet. [J 27Y hope of emerging as the spells and suck all his vanquished 
Sed For the consenting du i's |] THB one game system it | fogs dey, Despte hs imaresing 
vabiiinmescomissoresfor | Oentecomemys amaine | roms, ey ako dep 
Charese(WiKCATS Second you | $595. Weharworkby Adam |] Purell The see encigh to sts hardcore 
shes dh set contains tres mag: fl Scapering considering the RPGers, nor jam-packed enough 
hicshemed render: | ameuntetprogan te | witvconstanc action to state 
Sapstsmedsem ||eeieiereetetrs | Raeaeiencinces 


‘ordered through your local comic 
store for $150 apiece. 


pets featur 


the pages of Penthouse Cm ‘are about quality as well, And | we found tat if right inco our 
as youl discover this month, | skill levels and enjoyed it 
Sonyis definitely meeting the | immensely. Legacy ofKinis very 


self-imposed high standards of 
today's fabulous games. Where 
Justa year ago most games| 
‘were uninspired, today it seems 
that every ther new game ey. |_ ete ow fearing curve nd 
genre trmph, We ean only | SulabYy el graphics won us over 
hope Sony cn keep up this} Ins veryco0l game 

incredible pace. The following 

are some of the latest exciting | TITLE: Tsfed Metal 2 


dark and bloody, and the inter- 
face is basic enough to keep your 
{quest moving along briskly. Over- 


releases that help make the | MANUFACTURER: Sony 
PlayStation a gamer’ favorite: | SUGGESTED RETAIL: $59.99, 
ovtlable now 
TITIE: Blood Omen: Legacy of Kin | Twisted Metal 2is the ukimace 
MANUFACTURER: Crystal swo-playergume and possibly 
Dynamics the last word in 3-D car combat. 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: $49.99, | Only avaiable forthe PhySta- 
available now tion, Sonys sequel surpasses the 
Legacy of Ken's an arcadesryle | orginal in very aspect. Ted 
role-playing game (RPG), where | Metal 2 features eight new 
che payer muse ravel through | tracks, [2 new cars, more 


the vast, unfriendly world of Nos- | wieked gameplay and a host of 
goth. The hook that distinguishes | new weapons including ricochet 
Legacy of Kain rom the countless | bombs, remote controlled deto- 
other RPG games out there is the | nating bombs, napalm bursts and 
factthat the plyerisa vampire | multiple missle acacks. There 


yous conpoy puting x some 

© | slammin’ and jammin’ conicrelaed merchandise bef 
‘Moleholgia Breath-Mints, Witchblade Mittens or Savage 

J Dragon Fin-So-Soft Cream (for supple scales too!)? If 
sa, we'd love fo include ‘em in our groovy “Sunk: 
Drawer" column. (OF course, we'd also like posters, 
novels, Tshirts, sculptures, magnets, etc.) Please send 
cl info ond sample produds to 


~ Junk Drawer 
151 Wells Ave. 
Congers, NY 10920 


are no preset tracks, so players 
can fel free to explore and 
interact with elements in the 3-D 
environments, Basically, a death 
match on wheels, you pick one of 
10 heavily armed ears and hunt 
your opponent down, 

(NOTE: We found the one- 
player version to be quite hard, 
so ifyou're a solo gamer this may 
not rate as high) 


TITLE: Tomb Raider 

MANUFACTURER: F1D0S 
Interactive 

SUGGESTED RETAIL: $59.99, 


‘Aristcaly, Tam Raider may be the 
greatest PhyStation game to date, 
Itmay be too cerebral for some, 
‘though since a great deal of time is 
spent exploring huge rooms aff 
you've cleared all the nasties our. 
Tomb Roide’'s storyline follows the 
adventures ofa gun-toting archae- 
‘logit superbabe, It seems our 
hero, Lara Crofe, has dlscovered an 
unexplored tomb filed with killer 
srizzes, frothing wolves and muli- 
tudes of other ferocious beasties, 
In adetion, the mysterious tomb 


contains many puzzles and traps 
standing in her way. As deep as any 
adventure game ever programmed, 
Tam Reie’s polygonal graphs 
are truly an industry revelation. 
Weards highest recommendation 
gees to this one 


Tm 
Heavy Metal 
‘MANUFACTURER: 
Ener 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: 
a 
(Often delayed and staring an out- 
cated version of Valiants once- 
popular hero X-O Manowar, Heayy 
‘Metal was predestined for medi- 
‘crity. Surprisingly though, this 
same rises above ts troubled past 
and hackneyed premise. Acclaim is 
known for is sideseroling 
‘movielcomic book video game 
adaprations, and Heovy Metals 
another entry in that long-standing 
tradition of "beat up the drones to 
getto the end boss” ames. The 
strength of Heowy Metals the 
smooth control and atention to 
detail ofthe comic book worlds of 
XO and lron Man, I you read X.0 


‘Manoa (preNaliant Relaunch), 
youl have a much better grip of 
‘what's going on than anyone who 
has to decipher the vague rule- 
book. seems that Mistress 
Crescendo (a Vaiane Universe 
bitch-vilainess) has joined forces 
with Marves Baron Zemo, Uil- 
ingan inter-dimensional gate, the 
vilains acempe to recreate the 
Cosmic Cube (a realy-atering 
‘object that was shattered across 
the ewo reales), Only our 
intrepid armored heroes stand in 
their way, thus the wo-player co- 
‘op mode is whac realy propels this 
adventure into an enjoyable dver- 
sion. A good, solid advencure game 
for most and a great game for Iron 
Man fans. We really enjoyed the 
first boss, Mr. Hyde, but found the 


Molter (lsn’the dead)) to be 
annoying due to the amount of. 
Unavoidable damage he caused. 


TITLE: Incredible Hulk 
‘MANUFACTURER: £1005 
Interactive 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: $59.99, 
available now 
Loosely following the comic book 
exploits of the Hulk while he was 
involved withthe secret peace- 
keeping society the Pantheon, 
‘this game really misses the mark. 
Incredible Hult’ premise involves 
Hull's capture by the Pantheon 
and his attempt at escape from 
the group's mountain fortress, 
Usiicing a three-quarter perspec- 
tive that attempts to create a 3.D 
look, Incredible Hutk instead 
comes off clumsy and primitive. 
This game would've been pass- 
able a year ago, but in today's 
next generation of video games, ic 


pales in comparison, Unlike the 
Iron Man of Heory Meta the 
Hulk has no real personality 
side-scroling games are your bag 
fr'f you're a huge Hulk fan, rent 
it and decide for yourself. 


TITLE: Marvel Super Heroes 

MANUFACTURER: (opcom 

‘SUGGESTED RETAIL: $65.95, 
cavoilable in March 

This one- or two-player fighting 

game is finaly being released! 


Based on the way-too-cool-for- 
‘words arcade game, Capcom's 
‘Manel Super Heroes promises 3 
perfect translation for the PlaySta- 
tion. Marvel Super Heroes features 
10 ofthe mightiest characters in 
the Marvel Universe: Spider-Man, 
Iron Man, the Hulk, Psplocke, 
Captain America and Wolverine 
make up the heroes, while the vi- 
lains include Magneto, Shuma- 
Gorath (What the!) Juggernaut 
and Blackheart. Players get to bat- 
tle through rounds of competition 
facing off against Dr. Doom and 
Thanos, with the winner control- 
ling the Infinity Gauntlet. Lots of 
special moves and individual 
power-ups are here along with all 
the other standard fighting game 
features. We haven't played a fin- 
ished version yet, but che pics 
‘we've seen have usall giddy asa 
schoolgirl. Definitely one to look 
for in 1997! w 
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THE FORCE IS 
WITH YOu/. 


i 
head Of the Empire and 
Squadron #1/2. It's 


nd a new hotshot Xwing 
iar with. : 


| Order today and ot-onl ‘you be spared the wrath of Darth Vader, but 
| ~~ you'll also'get one of those nifty-swell Wizarc-exclusive ‘#172 offer comics! 
| This ain't no ordinary deal, ’cause you get: — 


¢ A brand-new, all-original story giving you an as-yet-untold chapter in the Star 
Wars saga by the solar system-spanning creative team of writers Michael 
Stackpole and Mike W. Barr and artist Gary Erskine! 


© This stellar Christopher Moeller painted Star Wars cover, seen here in all its galactic 
glory! 


* Behind-the-scenes sketchbook material! Check out Gary Erskine’s original 
comic pages, Christopher Moeller's cover rough and Edvin Biukovic's X-wing 


spec drawings! 
© And the best part of all—a Star Wars comic you can’t get anywhere else! This 


if exclusive book is only available through this one-time-only Wizard offer! Get it 
today or you'll never know the story behind the story! 


Even Rebels 
hidden under the 
frozen wastes of 
Hoth are ordering 

theirs! Send today 
to get your copy 
of Star Wars: 
X-Wing Rogue 
Squadron #1/2! 
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JOB OF DESIGNATED DRWER © \Z eles Guile Set : 
GETS DANGEROUS ~~ \ 
--AS WALLY LEADS SAVITAR : 
© ite THE Speep Force! 


Amazing Sriper-MAN #1 


HEY, I THOUGHT NO 
Ml GUEST STARS TIL THE 


SECOND issue! 


CAP, wE ONLY 
HANE ICE FOR You, 


(Four #48, 1966-- E CRisis #12, MARCH 1986 
FR BURT Ae Garactus! f g DEEEAT OF Anit-MonitoR: 


THESE COMIC MILESTONES ARE 
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THE POWER of A 
WOLVERINE. WHyZ 
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| IWcREDIGLE HuLk #367, EGAD! ANd HERE I 
RY ISO. Fiter Rare Menuet ACT was dene Wi Enoyl4on 


HUNTING 
HELLSPAWNG! 


LELAND 
DAY 


Z 
tas 


rimal Man, Impulse, Camelot 3000 King Arthur ond oll related characters ™ & © DC Comics In. 


un and all related characters ™ & © Marvel Characters Inc. 


ions. PRINTED IN CANADA 


Image Comics CRETE 
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Wenna Win It? 


Sure you do. Well, ihe cover of the new 
Hellshock #1 is pictured here. All you gotta 
do to get a shot af the loot is deface it. Thats 
right. Cut it out and deface it. Go on and 
make it ugly, make it pretty, whatever. We 
don’t care, just mess if up. (If you don’t 
want fo rip up your mag, you can make a 
photocopy. We're not fussy.) The most 
creative defacements will win! And what 
goodies you could win! 


rs 3 yt, 
S 1 Prize (l): 
One lucky winner will get a whole box 0’ Jae Lee 
artwork, pictured over there on the left-hand 
page! It includes cool illustrations, skeiches, 
published pages, drawings and even pages that 
never saw print! Over 100 comic art originals 
from Jae Lee! 


One winner will get an original Hellshock sketch 
signed by Jue Lee. 


Third Prize (10): 
Ten winners will each get the complete set of the 
original Hellshock mini-series (all four issues) 
autographed by Joe Lee and a Hellshock T-shirt. 
This month's contest is 
sponsored by Jae Lee and 


Image Comics, and we think 
they're darned generous. 


Fill this sucker out, put it an envelope and send to: 
a “Mess It Up” Contest, ¢/o Wizard Press, P.0. Box 
118, Conger, NY 10920-01 18. 
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MicFARLANE’S 
MONSTERS ARRIVE! 


After months of anticipation, MeFarlane Toys unveils its exciting new 
“Monsters” toy line (frst previewed in Wizard #6 Chest”). Though 
still awaiting a final name for the line, four monsters—Dracula, the Were- 
wolf, Frankenstein and the Hunchback—kick off the toys, with each 
4- to S-inch blster-carded figure arriving in stores as early as April. Antic- 
ipace a $9.99 reual for each tw 


BY SCOTT BEATTY 


THE RETURN OF “JEDI” FIGURES! 

Kenner heads into March with four new Power of the Force releases based on characters from “Return of the 
Jedi” which returns co theaters with the Special Edition release of the film this March, including updated footage 
and special effects, Han Solo in Endor Gear, Lando Calrissian in Skiff Guard Disguise, Jabb che Huts 


right hand alien Bib Fortuna and the nasty Emperor Palpatine bring the grand total of new Kenner Star Wars 
action figure releases to nearly 50...with many more to come! 


Londo Calrissian in Skiff Guard Disguise 


Bib Fortuna Emperor Palpatine 


| ACTION FIGURE SPOTLIGHT: 


TOY BIZ’S MUTANT MONSTERS 
‘We firs reported on Toy Biz’ l-new Mutant Monsters (featuring cary versions of, in order: Rogue, Wolverine, Mr. Sinister, Mystique and Cyclops) 
Back in isve #645 "Ty Chest”...and hee they ae, decked ou inal hei mutated lary. See below for he characters sons snap-an/monser mulation. 


7 


BIG M.A.C. ATTACK 
Eisner Award-winning sculptor Clayburn Moore, whose credits in the collectible statue marker include 
such gems as the Pitcand Lady Death, recently announced the formation of Moore Action Collectibles 
in close association with Chaos! Comics. A division of Moore Creations, MAC. is committed to the 
licensing, manufacwuring and marketing of superbly 
sculpted and packaged action figures for the col- 
lectibles market. Clayburn Moore is no stranger to 
toYs,either—just check out Playmates’ late Savage 
G} Dragon line for his beauifl rendition of She-Dragon. 
g ‘According to Chaos! Comics President Brian 
Pulido, MA.C’s first assorement is scheduled for 
a fall release and will including the Chaos! fan 
favorites Lady Death, Evil Ernie, Purgatori 
and Chastity. Suggested rerail for each figure, 
‘which willbe offered exclusively through direct 
market outlets, will be approximately $9.95, 


BATMAN VS. CATWOMAN 
‘After months of waiting, Hasbro New Ventures’ 
{inch Batman vs, Catwoman svvo-packs finaly 
hitting toy shelves. Exclusive to Toys R Us, the duo 
is packaged as part ofthe ate Legends of Barman line 
and arrives na box featuring exclusive DC Comics 
artwork. “is Batman from Barman #515, where he 
finally returns after having his back broken by Bane,” 
says Hasbro New Ventures Senior Marketing Direc- 
tor Vinnie D’Alleva, distinguishing the line from the 
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Toys R Us‘ 12-inch Batman and Catwoman, 


company's recent History of Batman three- 
pack exclusive to FAO Schwarz. “And i's Cat- 
‘woman from the modern comics, This is the 
firs time any DC heroine has been done in the 
[2uinch form. i's also the first |2-inch female 


‘igure Hasbro has done since the [1965] Nurse 
figure for GL. Joe” 

While both figures are fully poseable, 
New Ventures’ Catwoman stands out with 
‘waist, shoulder, elbow, wrist, head and knee: 


articulation. Catty's 
actually sculpted as pa 
lating the comic versio 
Batman himself is an al- 
in Toys R Us stores everywi = 
pack retails for approximacely § 


RESISTANCE IS FUTILE! 


In November 1996, Playmates renewed its 
master toy licensing agreemene with Viacom 
Consumer Products to produce a variety of 
toy lines based on the mege-popular Star 
Trek film and television franchises. Since 
1992, Playmates has been producing toy lines 
devoted to al things Trek, including the most 
recent"'Star Trekc First Contact” thestrical 
release, And as the International Toy Fair 
unfolds in New York City this month, Play- 
‘mates will unveil new action-oriented toys 
based on upcoming Star Trek flms, television 
episodes, novels and comic books. 

Expect to see the following new additions 
to the company's basic figure assortment ariv- 
ing this spring: Captain Jurn, Tom Paris 
Mutated (from the “Voyager” episode 

Cardassian, 


Benjamin Sisko (with goatee), Professor 
Data (from the “Next Generation’ episode 
“AllGood Things"), Captain Crusher (rom 


Tom Paris Mutated 

“Next Generation’’s “All Good Things") and 
Dr. Crusher (from “Next Generations 
Generations”). And finally, after much antic- 
ipation, the Gorn Captain (from the “Cias- 
sic Trek epicode “Arena” and the Mugat 
(from “Classic Treks “A Private Lie War") 
will begin shipping. 

In the 9” Collector Series, expect to see 
‘Lt Hikaru Sulu, Ensign Pavel Chekov, 
‘Qin Judges Robes, Lt Jadria Dax. Capt. 


Benjamin Sisko (with goatee), Romulan 
‘Commander and Chief Miles O’Brien. 


ASH/HELLSHOCK TOYS! 
New toy company Palisades Toys kicks off 
1997 with two popular comic book proper- 


Ash action figure prototype 
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ties ready for adaptation into action figures. 
Firscupiis Joe Quesada and jimmy Palmiott's 
hotshot fireman hero Ash from their Event 
Comics ttle, which is also set to become a 
DreamWorks SKG feature fim in 1998, The 
‘malt-poseable (six points of articulation!) Ash 
figure is scheduled for an April release. Pal- 
isades Toys wil follow up in the summer with 
the first-ever Hellshock figure, based on jae 
Lee's image Comics character. 

“We want our toy business to provide 
top quality gures chac will be fun to ply with 
and enjoyable to collec.” says company Pres- 
ident Mike Horn, “Leck for custom pain obs, 
Unique and innovative aniculations,indvidu- 
ally numbered and limited production runs 

and other points of ference in Pal- 
isades' action figures.” 


SUPER-DUPER 
TROOPERS 

As director Paul Verhoeven's adap- 
tation ofthe classic Robert Heinlein 
scifi novel “Starship Troopers” 
hits theaters this summer, Galoob 
attacks toy shelves with scaled- 
down toys based on the film. 
Although the standard action fig- 
Urelines re stil ush-hush—includ- 
ing the fms creepy alien bugs—the 
new Action Fleet Pulsar Cannon, 
Drop Ship and TAC Fighter 
are just a few of the items 
Galoob plans on releasing 
to monopolize on what 
director and stars are hop- 
ing will be the “Indepen- 
dence Day” of 1997. ‘We 


Ip Wizard staffer Scott Beatty 
were a toy, he'd have baljoine hs, 
lighe-pipe eyes and a power punch! 
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Win Live The World Of Spawn - The #1 Selli 
: At Your Nearest Comic Book 
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THE FLASH & GREEN LANTERN 
Batman: Total Justice 


We ita dd were ied dar ia aoe 
rie seep en spe sonal en Le 
at thee absent oes wr The Teal 
Josie pres ne fein setae bt Wek the py a of ee 
rived fies ou cnt bet hee Wenge es bt nee 
eh ei pn et uh ve ed 
Dr econmenin othe ds fast Nee al bb 


SATHAN QETUR 
ivenches ¢ AccEssoRies) 


wok thefinefine Between oks and ricltion. Ps, we mich rather] KENUGR 2800-194) 
hhave a Cosmic Trend forthe Flash ora Power Battery for GL than olla. | SA RIRM oi 0. ROD 


thot neal Techgean” 


Sette. 23 | tegen) a 20 
Settee 80 “cts | eatengar a) 0 
Tei) eb 40 | i i's) A | Gonna a emo 
Teeter nga) "| nb be) eee ey 
; a : ho .am | uses is 
esgic” 200 riba Pepa net at 
tiie aa | Bisuiane ft 
tho) 2s | Si a 
on A 8 | Shop in 
mae ‘ a 
vada) ta a | 
: “am ae 
vesicle a) hs a ae =— 
cit cree 
is on a 
se) 
th 


Pn eee Ct Fes MED. CLASSICS 
sn 235 | Toe BSED) 
eat i 


‘ks Ra 
fee 


6h G 5B 


bob 


Yb apie itl To Foie 
Pour be te) 
itt 
hr apie Yar 


TOY BE (1998) 
Beet Siar (estat) 
"100. 


PG enna 
er Tr el 


(QS tea pet faye era 


Toy Bz 11951 
Hired Rowe 


Ged) 80 
Ch ea i) 
a0 


tp aa) 880 
a wi tt Re 


feat ee coe 
a 
fay ove 
‘Seto A. 
Stet (Sota a 
208 
eshte). B00 


sari ia 
Sieh) 


THE ARENA FOR FAN-MADE 
ACTION FIGURES. 


KINGDOM COME 
Eric Dlugokinski of Ottawa, Ont 
reen Lantern was born from a G.l. Joo Extreme Lt, Stone head and a 
Samurai iron Man body; the Ray radiates from a Black Costume Spider-Man figure; 
Wonder Woman was made from a Toy Biz Phoenix; Superman was once a Toy B 
Gladiator; Red Robin stems from a Blacklash figure; and Power Woman was created 
from a Toy Biz Phoenix (with whittled-down hair). Cool, huh? 


RAZOR 
topher S. Johnson of Eust Hazel Crest, Ill. 
ittling down the hafr on this repainted Toy 
Biz Psylocke figure, Christopher truly gives life 
to London Night's Bad Girl. 
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‘All ofthese fine figures were made from plain old, ordinary figures 
‘and household materials, ond each of the ultratalented creators will 
receive an X-Men penholder laser sculpture. The Runner-Up will 
also get a Spider-Man laser sculpture, ond the Grond Prize Winner 
fakes home all that stuff plus o Maximum Carnage loser sculpture, 
Amazing work, people! 


‘Aton of thanks goes out to the folks at Loser Mach—we appreciate 
these snazzy prizes (as do the winners)! 


VELOCITY 
R. Ludwig of Williamsburg, Va. 
The cate ‘n fast Cyberforce member Velo 
into the action figure scene as a repainted 
WildC.A.T.s Voodoo figure. Nice work! 


{> YEAM, LiKE | 
WON'T BE SITTING ON 


IE SHELVES FOREVER 
WITH THIS CRAPPY 
PACKAGING JOB, 
REEEEAL GOOD USE, 
(OF WHITE: 


HEY, You 
THINK YOU GOT IT 
BAD? CHECK OUT 
MY BIG SELLING 
POINT.“REAL, 
CLOTH cape? 
000-BUY TWO! 


REAL CLOTH CAPE 
RACK FOR 


BLINK 
Chadwick A. Tate of Fries, Va. 
Don’t blink (groan) or you might not notice this Earth- 
worm Jim Queen figure, touched up with some putty 
and thread to make the “Age of Apocalypse” beauty. 


RORSCHACH 
Jeff Outlaw of Honolulu, Haw 
From the pages of Watchmen, Rorschach 
stands in the shadows us a mystery 
iysterious in the sense that we can’t 
figure out what he’s made from. 


James Colburn of Houston, Texas 
1 want fo rock ‘né roll all night...and party every day with 
these Kiss figures made from the Power of the Force's Luke 
Skywalker and Han Solo figures. Add a little Kiss make-up 
(or Super Sculpey, in this case), and these guys are ready for 


Ifyou‘ interested in entering he homemade figure cones, snd wel- 
Hi, deny, color photographs (No Polorids, nd ut em in color funny 
pasel long wth our nome, odes, descpion of how yu ceated 
your figure, nd your ful hone number (inducing crea code) to: 


HOMEMADE HEROES 
c/o Wizard Press 
POBox 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 
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GREEN 
LANTERN 


This Lantern’s light shines bright 


Genre: Superhero action/adventure 
Publisher: DC Comics 

Greative team: Ron Marz, Darryl Banks and Romeo Tanghal 
Price/Frequency: $1.75/Monthly 


What You Need to Know: Hip commercial artist Kyle Rayner was given 
the last existing Green Lantern power ring after his predecessor, Hal Jor= 
dan, went rogue. The ring s considered the greatest weapon inthe universe 
because it can do anything its wearer wills it to do. 

The Goods First and foremost, Kyle Rayner isa great character. He's some 
‘one you can relate to, someone who tries his best and often makes mis- 
takes. Andi feels lke the mistakes he makes are the same ones you'd make 
if you had been given the Green Lantern ring. 

Many of the problems he faces in his stories are normal everyday 
dilemmas. Whether it's relationship woes or getting an at job in before 
deadline, you ultimately care about what's gonna happen to Kyle. As a 
matter of fact, you're never bored when Kyle and girlfriend Donna 
Troy take up as much as half an issue to just talk about their relation- 
ship and where it's headed. 

‘And you're reminded that Kyle's fairly new atthe superhero biz which 
makes his triumphs and follies even more entertaining, Even though the 
ringis powerful, he stil finches when tiger attacks him (ike in issue #82), 

Besides being ight and fun, this book is pretty accessible to new read- 
ers as there's usually 2 
‘monthly retap of Kyle's pow 
ersand genera information, 

Storylines are usually con- 
|| tained co only one issue, and 
the side-plots are strong 
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bur 
overwhelm the story, The first 


2 most always 
draws you in with a fast, excicng open: 
The Bad: Kyle's insecurity 2¢ Green 


Lantern can somet 
le seems like Kyle is always trying to 
“measure up" to beinga 


betco 


0. It was 
fine for that three-issue “Heroes 
(Quest (sues #71473), bu since Hal 
Jordan's death, i's on overdrive 

‘And recently, che ghost of Hal 
never seems to let this book stand on 
its own two legs. annoying that now 
that Hal is dead, Kyle constantly 
Whines, “Hal Jordan was the best, and | can only hope I'l be as good as 
seems kinda weird that Kyle's so weepy-eyed towards a guy who 
a) he hardly knew b) tried to kill him many times; and e) attempted to 
remake realty. 

The current storyline isa rehash ofa previous one where the vilan Fatal 
ity cashes in on the often-used “I'm out to get the old Green Lantern Corp 
and you're next” gimmick. (That was last used in GL #74 with Darkseid's 
son Grayven) It's an interesting idea (especially sine Kyle isthe only GL 
anyone can pick on now) but should be presented differently somehow. 
The Buzz: Fans are comfortable with Kyle Rayner as Green Lantern. Dar- 
yl Banks is going to share penciling duties with JeffJohnson (lustice League? 
‘A Midsummer's Nightmare) in ‘97 
‘which reinforce the already good art 
The Skinny: Green Lanter is 2 con~ 
sistenty entertaining read with avery 
likable character and solid superhero 
action done in a way that you can iden- 
tify wth asa reader. 


The Verdict: ¢ E > 
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UNTOLD 
TALES OF 
SPIDER-MAN 


One of today’s best spun comics 


Genre: Superhero action/adventure 
Publisher: Marvel Comics 

Greative Team: Kurz Busick Pst Ollife and Al Williamson 
Price/Frequency: 99 cents!Monthly 


What You Need to Know: 
between early issues of Amazin 
Parker is bten by a radioace 
ers and becomes the costur 
‘The Good: This is Spider-M 
‘wins, Peter saves the day 2s Spidey 
money to help Aunt May pay th 
picked on by school 
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issue, and story flashbacks are com- eas), gr 
mon. Also there is an “origin box” at 4 
‘everyone on who Spider-Man is. 
homework for Spidey history freaks. 
He's established a very strong conti- 
rnuity in the book (a newspaper head- 
line in the background of issue #15 
states “Daredevil Captures Electro” 
SS ec ada rates eon ere 
‘of the Marvel Universe during his early days. 
‘The Bad: Even though the homework is done on this book, it is for- 
‘gotten that most readers haven't. When pointing out storylines that have 
Teli nas bens very Yona (ve taneee 
pened in Amazing #12), an editor's note stating the exact issue is nec- 
oan eae ies Gea 
i lewiy alamugni sso (oui 
stan eco iataily cl ners ae 
You lose some excitement when you know Spidey will go practically 
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‘os his girfriend Betty Brant 
vals into an unexpected scone 


KANE 


This crime book is not as 
simple as it looks 


Gente: Crime/érama 
Publisher: Dancing Elephant Press 
Creative Team: Paul Grist 
Price/Frequency: $3.50/Bimonthly 


What You Need to Know: New Eden police detective Kane has 
‘recently rejoined the force with a new partner after being suspended 
for killing his former partner, Dennis Harvey, who had ties to crime lord 
Oscar Darke, 

The Good: Thouigh Kare is deceptively simple in appearance, the book 
is far from it, having smart stories, layered characters and sharp dalogue. 
There are two main stories unfolding, each interesting in and of itself. 
(One story, told in fashback, depicts the rise and fall of supercop Den- 
nis Harvey and how Kane dealt with it. And there is the current story 
‘of how Kane attempts to take Oscar Darke down, all while trying to 
vindicate himself toa police squad that treats him like a trator. 

Paul Grist gives each of the main characters their own identity. 
(Oscar Darke isa great Godfather-esque boss who isn’t as untouch- 
able as you might think. Kane's new partner, Kate Felix, is walking 
a tightrope as Kane's friend and as a watchdog for the precincr’s cap- 
tain, Jim Lovett, Harvey's detective friend who despises Kane with 
2 passion, is forced to work on a case with him. Even ridiculous 
characters (like Floppsie Whoppsie, the luckless thief in the bunny 
costume) are a hoot to read, The dialogue alone keeps you read- 
ing I's daring and innovative. The conversations between Kane and 
Oscar Darke always have a subdued intensity. 

‘And Grist takes chances with his storytelling. His use of flashbacks 
to create irony in the present makes for an interesting story. Every 
panel of issue #13 has the same point of views peering from the back 


seat of roaming squad car. Issue #5 
vwas completely without dalogue, and 
vas carried insted on sound eects 
The Bad: While the fashbacks make 
for an interesting toryeling technique, 
their execution i sometimes conksing. 
Wirh the simple Blackandowhite art 
it’s diffcue to eistnguish fash 
backs from the present: the only way 

how long Kane's hair 
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means the present. For such an impor- 
tant part of the story, it makes the 


story dificule to dive into, 

Darke’s mumbled phonetic dia- 
2iko diffcule to decipher, You end up 
spending 2 minute per word balloon trying to figure out what he's say- 
ing. (Helpful hint Say i loud doing your best Marlon Brando impres- 
sion and listen to what yo 

The simplicity ofthe artalso 
getin the way of the story, buts: 
alike and the backgrounds get overly simple. 
The Buzz: Kcre's irregular shipping woes are over, according to Grist. 
There willbe back-to-back issues in February and March, and then il 
bbe back on bimonthly crack. 
The Skinny: Storytelling problems like the flashback confusion keep 
you atarms length fram these great characters and dialogue. This book 
deserves a5, but there're too many times you have to fight to get to 
the good points. is 
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‘saying) 
ring used to. Itdoesn't 


und characters look 


wigeaL 
CAYPABULL 
UyeubAN 
BAD KANE, 
HooAR 
yews? 
Bilal 
THawicu 


oH 
Contant ol 
NILLEEGUL 


Sa 


(Hilt) oe te wn 
fuer in the di 

logue frm tisscene 
here Kone talks 10 
tis captain 


<< 


(A right) Oscor Darke’ 


ologue, whe barr. 
us, iif get 
through busing it 
loud initting Molen 


Brando Fels) 


Wizard and DC Comics bring you: 


It's Starman Month at DC Comics, a 30-day celebration of 


the critically acclaimed superhero story brought to you 
every month by writer James Robinson and artists Tony 
Warris and Wade Yon Grawhbadger. Right now, Starman 
#29, a 32-page book with no interior ads that provides the 
perfect jumping-on point for new readers, is hitting the 
shelves. And if you give it a read and find out what's 
going on, you just might be able to walk off with a load 
of Starman:swag! 


(qe 
Oh, Yeah? Like Howr? '.9 
Just like you, Jack Knight, the alier-ego of DC Comics’ Starman, is a collector. He’s.a collector who sells some of his 


acquisitions in his “Knight's Past” collectibles store. But the store could use a little renovation. So send in a drawing for 
what you think the exterior of “Knight's Past” should look like. Best entries win! 


Prizes 
GANG PETITE! (Ws ne reoter vil recive u complet 


DC Comics Starman retail products package (see this month's “Junk Drawer”), including two 

‘rade paperbacks (Night and Day and Sins of the Father), a Starman poster, an incredibly 

ool Starman zodiac watch, Starman T-shirt, Starman Henley shirt and Storman badge! 
Asif this outfitting wasn’t complete enough, the Grand Prize winner will also receive a 

copy of the ol origin-recapping Starman #0, this piece of To 

‘ond an original, autographed and sketched James Robinson Starman script! 


Second © rime (QO) weny readers will receive o copy of 
Starman #0, the new Storman #29 and the Starman: Night and Day trade paperback. 


Special thanks to the 
starry-eyed fellasat 
DC Comics, and Tony, Fill this sucker out, put it in an envelope and 
Bade and Jamies, sho send it to: Starman Contest, ¢/o Wizard Press, 
prowaded thie ioc / | P.0, Box 118, Congers, NY 10920-0118. 


Legal Stargazing Deadline is March 31, 1997. 
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AQUAMAN 231 BATMAN: ONG 
sept ARCA 


ITLES DENOTED WITH A MR CONTAIN 
MATERIAL THAT'S SUGGESTED FOR 
URE READERS. 


all humanoid shark vil- 
lain that used to slap around Green Lantern Hal Jordan, is back! 
‘And this time he's turned his attention to Aquaman. Now Aqua's 
gotta fight his way past his own fishy friends that have curned 
against him thanks to the Shark’s 
Garth eats a MeDonale’s Fish Deluxe sammich and recognizes it 
as his old fish pal Dave. Mmmm...Dave. By Peter David, Roger 
Robinson and Ken Branch. $1.75 


ASTER: THE ULTIMATE BAN “9 

DC COMICS HEEEEYYY! DC's stil planning on cancelling 
Aztek, so if you dig this legitimately cool book and wanna try and 
save it, send your pleas to: SAVE AZTEK!, DC Comics, 1700 
Broadway, New York, NY 10019. C’mon, this book kicks ass. 
Get off your butt and help save it! Anyhoo: In this ish, Azcek 
heads off to Metropolis in search of Supes and instead finds the 
Parasite, who decides to kick the completely inexperienced hero's 
ass, Should be neat. By Grant Morrison, Mark Millar, N. Steven 
Harris and Keith Champagne, $1.75 


BATSIAN AND ROBIN 
ADVENTURES “17 

DC COMICS In the wake of the Mad Hatter's death, strange 
goings on begin to plague Alice Pleasance, the woman the Hat- 
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hic control, That and 
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ter was obsessed with in life. Can our boy Batman (and his boy 
Robin) get to the bottom of the hauntings before... 
nit. It just hit us—the Mad Hatter is dead. Geez-Louise, it’s 
about freakin’ time, We never understood how that character 
escaped being wiped from existence during “Crisis” or “Zero 
Hour.” Good riddance. By Paul Dini, Ty Templeton, Joe Staton 
and Rick Burchett. $1.75 


BATMAN: THE LONG 
HALLOWEEN "6 (OF 13) 

DC COMICS Since Batman just can’t figure out who the serial 
killer Holiday is, he decides to have some fun. So he pantses Alfred 
and locks him in a room with a hormonally berserk Aunt Harriet. 
No wait, that’s the plot for next month's Batman & Rabin Adven- 
tures. This ish sees Bats go out on the town with Catwoman, only 
to have Poison Ivy step in and try to steal Bruce away. Mean- 
while...Harvey Dent and the Commish take a trip to Wayne 
Manor to question Bruce Wayne about the murders in Gotham, 
By Jeph Loeb and Tim Sale. $2.95 


BIRDS OF PREY: REVOLUTION 

DC COMICS With Oracle as her guide, Black Canary tracks 
down a slave ring, which leads her to the island nation of Santa 
Prisca, There, she discovers that a military coup is planned to 
take over the island. And being one of the good guys, Canary's 
gotta stop it. You can bet there’s gonna be lots of guns blazing 
and exploding kittens, By Chuck Dixon, Stefano Raffaele and 
Bob McLeod, $2.95 


BLACK LAMB #6 


THEFLASH #124 


HITMAN #13 


6 (OF 6) 

HELIXIDC Instead of "Black Lamb," les go with Seer 
Lamb," ‘cause it's him vs, Viad the Impaler, and the Lamb tries 
to put the big kibosh on Viad's plans of human sacrifice and 
world domination. Hey, as long as he’s Sacrificing the right 
humans (read: ©,), we don’t got a problem with that, By Tim- 
thy Truman, who says, “We get to see the showdown between 
[Black Lamb] and Viad Tepes [Dracula] and the Blood Count- 
55, who is an actual historical figure. She was a |6th century 
countess who killed 600 maidens and drained their blood. I'm 
playing Viad as much of a historical figure as a mythological 
vampire creature, I'm using a lot of the actual Viad history. 
Black Lamb is the thing I've had the most fun doing and | just 
‘want to say thanks to the fans for supporting this work. DC has 
been talking to me about extending the [Black Lamb] adven- 
ture.” $2.50 


ANE *2 (OF 6) 

HELIX/DC While checking out ORC’s involvement in grow- 
ing human brains in animals, Anna Elysian (the investigator 
whose telepathic ability allows someone else to share her mind), 
gets busted by the company’s telepath and, as she attempts to 
escape, finds herself trapped in an alien wilderness. By Elaine 
Lee and Temujin. $2.50 


DA 


VIL “362 

MARVEL Matt Murdock’s life is getting pretty rocky. First off, 
his boss Razor Sharpe is trying to push Foggy into a relationship 
with Karen Page, Matt's woman! (Qooo...Matt’s gonna kick 
Foggy’s fat ass!) And while that’s going on, Matt (as Daredevil), 
is out trying to save the city from the sleepless villainess Insom- 
nia, By Karl Kesel, Gene Colan and Cam Smith, Kesel says, ‘In this 
issue, Razor takes Very definitive steps to put a monkey wrench 
in the relationship that Foggy and Liz Osborne have developed. 
This is also the first of two-parter that will reveal who is pulling 
the strings at WFSK. The big revelation will be next issue. The 
only other big cwist is that the issue after this, (#364] is my last.” 
Nogooo!! Say it ain't so, Karll “Sniff? $1.95 


ED) 


DC COMICS Wile defending his new home ty ofsanta Mara 
the Flash finds that he's no longer the fastest man alive..he's the 
slowest! Now Wally’ gotta get to the bottom of what's cookin’ 


before his new adopted city is reduced to rubble. By Mark Waid, 
Brian Augustyn, Paul Ryan and John Nyberg. $1.75 


GEN? “17 
IMAGE (ese reury of Hefoue ss hae rer vain kl 
Lynch, Burnout and Grunge while the babes take on Helmut’s 
boss, Baby Luy, Luv's plans...co take over the world! Hey, 
buddy—this is comic books. Get in line, By Brandon Choi 
J, Scott Campbell and Alex Garner. $2.50 


RATION X26 

MARVEL After Black Tom's atack, the Gen X kids are running 
for their lives. But where are they headed? Ta¢o Bell! Toys R Us? 
Haseem's House of Zippered Leather Masks? Nope, The It darings 
head off to Muir Island. Thing is, they only gec halfway there, And 
amber, the name of the place is Muir Islond. By Scote Lobdell 
and Chris Bachale. $1.95 


ASTRO CITY « (ol. 2) 7 
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GREEN LANTERN “85 

DC COMICS Why it sucks to be Green Lantern: |) Your power 
battery was stolen; 2) You've just used up the last of your power 
fighting off the world’s inhabitants; 3) The chick who stole the bat- 
tery, the warrior-woman Fatality, is set to kick your now-power- 
less, “'m just regular Kyle Rayner’ ass. By Ron Marz, Darryl Banks 
and Romeo Tanghal. Marz says, “It's the first issue we've presented 
where Kyle doesn’t have the ring because it’s run out of energy 


and Fatality has stolen the battery. Ina lot of ways it’s nota Green 
Lantern story, i's a Kyle story. He's got to come to grips with the 
situation without depending on the ring” $1.75 


EEPOATS *3 

ANTARCTIC PRESS This book realy rocks! It’s slice-oflife 
tale about a bunch of college-age friends, and it doesn’t pull any 
punches. This issue kicks off the mega-cpic “Snowblind,” as it asks, 
what would possess Erica to kill herself? After nearly drowning, 
she's in the hospital recovering, but the questions surrounding her 
attempted suicide still hang in the air I's time to do a litte delving 
into her past and find out what kind of skeletons she’s got hidden 
in her closet. By Martin Wagner. MR $2.95 


EQTMAN *13 

DC COMICS “Zombie Night at the Gotham Aquarium,” Part 
| (of 5). The military's developed a toxin that can bring sol- 
diers back to life. Of course, they come back as flesh-eating 
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‘zombies, but that’s beside the point. You see, the toxin's been 
stolen and Hitman’s been hired to get it back. He tracks it to 
the Gotham aquarium, where the nutcase who stole it dumps 
it in the water. Now Hitman’s gotta fight his way through zom- 
bie animals to get the toxin. By Garth “I'm gonna shoot me 
some zombie-walruses” Ennis and John “! just want to see a 
zombie-squid” McCrea, $2.25 


IMPULSE "24 

DC COMICS Impulse’s mom somehow makes the jump back 
through time to the present to find her son. Bet ya didn’t 
expect to see her. But a few questions arise. How'd she get 
here? What's she want? Will Impulse dump Max Mercury to 
return home with mommy? Is anybody else sick of time-travel 
stories in Flash books? By Mark Waid, Humberto Ramos and 
Wayne Faucher. $1.75 


JL *4 

DC COMICS Hey, here's that JLA ish we ragged on back in the 
Astro City write-up, Y'see, this is the big wrap-up to the first A 
story arc and while it’s entertaining, i's a bit of let-down. Ah, but 
ies sell Betcer than 95% of the other comics out there, This ish: the 
‘grand finale of the Martian invasion as the JLA turns to an unlikely 
source to help kick some allen tail, By Grant Morrison, Howard 
Porter and John Dell. $1.95 


RANE 15 

DANCING ELEPHANT PRESS Sgt. Max Anderson's day 
starts off well, but it goes downhill very, very quickly when some 
rut climbs up to the rooftops and starts taking shots at the people 
down below. And then there's the phone, which keeps on ringing, 
“cause some other nut keeps calling Max. Damn tele-marketers. By 
Paul Grist. $3.50 


LEGION OF SUPER-REROES “91 

DC COMICS [EDITOR'S HOTE: Unless you've mastered time travel, we 
suggest reading the Legionnaires #47 write-up frst for this to make sense.] 
After months and months of the Legionnaires being stranded 
in the 20th century trying to get back with the rest of the 
team in the 30th century, it finally happens...sort of. All their 
attempts get them trapped in the time stream, and to make 
matters worse, one of their members is in a coma, with only 
a little time left to live, It’s gonna take a miracle (or maybe a 


Flash) for things to work out. By Tom Peyer, Tom McCraw, 
Lee Moder and Ron Boyd. $2.25 


LEGIONNAIRES *a7 

DG COMICS One of the Legionnaires is in a coma and needs 
to get back to the 30th century for some real medical treat- 
ment. So Brainiac 5 figures out a way to get them all back. The 
problem is, they've got a traitor in their midst and they (includ- 
ing the Legionnaires of the 30th century) end up getting stuck 
in the time stream! By Tom Peyer, Tom McCraw, Jefirey Moy and 
W.C. Carani, $2.25 


LORDS OF MUSRULE *2 

DARK HORSE COMICS Jack rezurns to his old home village 
of Callow after a friend is murdered, 2 murder chat was predicted 
by his institutionalized brother. There he's gonna have to revamp 
his thinking of the supernatural as he meets pilots from 1941 and 
knights from the Crusades, How eerie. By Dan Abnett, John Tom- 
linson, Steve Whilte and Peter Snejbjerg. MR $2.95 


ARS ATTACKS THE IMAGE 
UNIVERSE “3 (OF 4) 

TOPPS Yep, the Martians are still trying to take over the 
Image Universe. This time they get to see just how Spawn, 
Witchblade, the WildC.A.T.s, Cyberforce and LabMan react to 
them. (LabMan?) Ir ain't gonna be pretty. But, hey, you also get 
to see.a major US. city go up in smoke. By Keith Giffen, Andy 
Smith and Bill Sienkiewicz. $2.50 


POISON ELVES “21 

SIRIUS ENTERTAINMENT Huzzah! The Guild Waris over! 
Shame about Vido's best bud who's now a corpse, and the fact that 
the secret is now out: The Sanctuary has...ah, hada secret guld of 
assassins. The only thing that could bum these guys out more is If 
they owned Marvel stock. By Drew Hayes. $2.50 


POWER OF SHAZADH °25 

DE COMICS Kid is Play, and Play is Kid, and everything’ mixed 
up! Crazy things are happening in Fawcett City. Dr. Sivana is the 
mayor, C.C, Batson (Billy's father) is Captain Marvel and some- 
thing's wrong with the power of Shazam! (Maybe he shauld say 
“Shazam!” backwards, Hey, ie worked in that old He-Man cartoon: 


LORDS OF MISRULE #2 


“Grads Paperbacks You 
‘Won't Wanna Hiss 


Starman: Night and Day (DC) y 
Starman fans, and wannabe 
Starman fans, should defi- 
~ nitely check our this trade 
paperback which compiles 
issues #7-#10 and #12. 
#16 of the regular Starman 
‘series, While Jack Knight 
fhasto figure out just what 
being Starman means, he 
also gets into some of his 
first major battles with 
Solomon Grundy and 
‘Nash {who later becomes 
the new Mist). And he 
‘even meets a blue alien 
Who once held the Star- 
man name, By James 
Robinson, Tony Harris, 
Wade Von Grawbadger and more, $12.95 
“The Books of Magic: Reckoning 
Collected here: are issues #14-420 of Ze Hooks of Magic 
some excellent adventures of our young friend Tim 
issues drop Tim into Hell as he tries to 
"rescue his friends from his future self And while Tim's 
doing what he can his fri ‘stuck in land of evil 
{fairy tales and forced into roles a demon has created for 
them. By John Ney Rieber, Peter Gross, Peter Snejbjerg 
~ and John Ridgway. $12.95 


eure oA 

Disposable Assassin #5-#9 (Fireman Press) 
"This trade paperback collects issues 45-29 of Scudin one 

volume, where youll meet Voodoo Ben Franklin (who 

0 kill Scud). get co check out Scud’s “loaner arm (wi 

happened to belong toa werewolf) and get co meet Seud’s 

‘companion, Orywall in his rst appearance. It's zany fun by 

Rob Schrab, Mondy Carter, and Dan Harmon. $14.95 


"'Greyskull of power the by!") By Jerry Ordway, Peter Krause and 
Mike Manley. $1.75 


PREACHER *24 

VERTIGOIDG In the climax to “Crusaders,” Jesse's stuck in 
Masada. But he’s got that Word-of-God thing going for him (where 
everyone must obey his commands), so when the Grail's trap is 
sprung, he’s ready. Allfather D’Aronique and the crazy kid get what's 
coming to ‘em, Star does something totally unexpected, and Jesse's 
gotta figure out a way to save Cassidy. You better believe this tile's 
more fun than a barrel o' monkeys. (And remember, monkeys are 
lots of fun!) By Garth Ennis and Steve Dillon. MR $2.50 


ROBIN "40 
DC COMICS While Robin takes the night off to help Ariana 
through a particularly rough time in her life, the Spoiler goes up 
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against the Oriental underground gang, The Ghost Dragons. She's 
trying to stop them from spreading 
City’s Chinatown and into the suburbs. Thing Is, she's usually 
teamed with Robin, who's always getting her out of jams and cov- 
tering her back, and this time she’s alone. By Chuck Dixon, Staz 
Johnson and Bob Smich. $1.95 


SANDMAN MYSTERY THEATRE “49 
DC COMICS “The Scarlet Ghost,” Part | (of 4). Even if your 
book sucks, people usually don’t try to kill you. So why is some~ 
fone trying to knock off a pulp fiction writer? After finding out 
that publisher has become a target, Wesley Dodds (a.k.a. Sand- 
man) gets on the case, Just hope he doesn’t get nabbed by the 
Gimp from the other “Pulp Fiction.” By Matt Wagner, Steven T. 
Seagle and Guy Davis. MR $2.50 


‘masses out from Gotham 


POWER OF SHAZAM! #25 cole ae 


DC COMICS Nate Kane, Jim Corrigan’s human friend and 
partner, is checking out some old files and comes across some 
interesting information, Fifty years ago, Jim Corrigan (The Spec- 
tre) was implicated in 2 murder...and every piece of evidence says 
that he’s guilty! It'll be interesting to see how the spirit of 
vengeance handles this one. Plus, Spectre goes to visit some of 
his old pals in the Justice Society of America. By John Ostrander 
and Tom Mandrake. $2.50 


STRANGERS IN PARADISE (VoL.3) “4 
IMAGE Francine's prety happy with her new jab, but chat soon 
changes when she takes a stroll through the atrium and discoy- 
ers a nude statue...of herself! Well, at least the guys in the office 
won't have to wonder what she looks like nekkid. And Katchoo's 
licdle chat with her neighbors leads to a startling discovery, By 
Terry Moore. $2.75. 


UNTOLD TALES OF 

SPIDER-PIAN *20 

MARVEL Jason lonello still blames himself for the death of Sally 
Avril (a.ka, Bluebird) and figures it might be best for everyone if he's 
dead too. But when he ends up in the middle of a battle between 
Spidey and the Vulture, can these two somehow make him realize 
that suicide isn't the right course of action? By Kurt Busiek, Pat 
Olliffe and Al Williamson, 99 CENTS: 
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«be... the Faniaslc Four. $1.9 


Ween oe York 


‘Batman #541 (DC) 


Ricilismiet enone in 89 95 


Captain America #6 (Marvel) 


oe able. mokes his way inte the “Heroes tee ee e ond (oR up 


The Darkness #3 (Im 
Sock 


Detective Comics #708 (DC) 


oimo’s gota defand Gotha rom 95, 


mi #5 eee on 
to steal o top secret teh te is 
tee Apel EG ei enc a 


Fantastic Four #6 (Marvel) 
The Avengers go through ae ‘ransfortnalir 


Gen" Bootleg #4 (Image) 
‘Thelen ofr cu vy evryne seer oe ale se 


tying owe out Wt Pe c aes over $2.50° 


taned Yl $2.50 


iron Man #6 (Marvel) : 
oul on than bee nenest Anger wilh cai te leam tobrenk par? $1.95, 
tady Death: The Crucible #3 (of 6) (Chaos!) 

‘ody Deut als oY gehen amy of undead wars $2.95. 


Spawn #59 (Ima 


we Weluees ci Geter Mende, w ks Spor ogi ub cag 
ieee in Spawa forget abot 8 


#245 (51.95), Spidey ond the G Lae 
‘Star Wars Books (Dark Hor 


‘Spitler-Man Books (Marvel 

in Seno Sra #15 95) Sider od 2a fh tan he 

Seed ea Seas :2822(81.95) fe ond Bk Tran 
Steeles Ua foe bute: betas Ghost Spidey 

Meteo IDE pase tine Adin Sector Sie an 


Toles ofthe Jedi—The Golden Age oe akss ($2.95) shows us jost what kind 


ofl Godot Daag i ene 


ng kypespce. 
(6235 area om Joncas 


Souedion—The Wario F 
‘o member ofthe royal family, moke 2 bid forthe throne of Fiat. 
Superman Books (DC) 


Sern apt Sele. 95) reveals just what Supes menns fo he peo- 
ole a epols,  Sopemen #172181 G1) aaate sie the 


e545 151.95 


Wehoristalet ser Sunes te Tad ie orl ($1.95) shows vs 


angoing bt bevecnSops and he Aion 
Thunderbolts #1 (Marvel) 


Cee $2.99 


Uncanny X-Men £343 (Marv 


“The X-Men could be the lost fee me Ste ‘Empire agains the evil forces of the 


‘Unceated and the Phalanx: $1. 
WildC.A.T.s/X-Men #1 (Image) 


Way back nl, Walierne end Zea hae oe up fo ight he ais Ye, 


we remember hat on} $4.50 
Witchblade #12 


112 {Marvel 
ie 


Ailes #27 (Topp: 
‘Halder opted byte 


ub sek aly 


ichblode) finally gets o fead on the 
ee al 


boast 5. 


{anew aly. $1.95 @ 


Fleer/SkyBox Presents: 


ih Femporar) M, 
this = month: and your, Fleer /Sicy 


(that be us) wont, fyou fo own 
crummy friends, All yous 
joke a picture of your: 
mail if in. Now hold on, 
gotta go out and get a real tattoo. In 


Goremd)//ir Une lucky 
HEA compleye My of ca he Hellen ans, 
Enyadional /Hoxcot/ Heer SKyBDKUKeMen artsy taTeTiOTe! 
Temporary sonoomadness)) and ion Moy see ATOM NTESSe 
Segond Pein (oy tvs leky yin vil 
ae) yar eomuolsia sat of Flaer/Siy 0c, Cien cunts, 
Pevranen Meare (25); Fi/2 vines vill such yat 


feched eae cael rill lula 9u,c of Feer/Sky3o. Glen cars, 
Ea eel ea ube ii) Diy i 
eae Chi ie siya I, i 
Sa wa 


lidiadinl/)/sallhss BUT BUNBT AN envelope nnd) -end sar) 
Pt Neelam slei filbiy Coulosh, 7 Mleitl de, 9, doe 115, 
Beata 


HaNnsHenny 
we eee 
ft 


fii plea npn if ny 
Pesala 


Mss ee jeg ey 


Pelee) 
Pass ome hae 


see ie 


"eed et Meters 
Ts MAAR rade Hane Uae Binh 
Se SAA ere I aA 
Stem igh aa ee 


woe tn Ae somes i 
‘lee baleen tort ty mC 
sod eae ea Single | 


wy Sine Th 


hone Nabe (wi ra ode) 
|| Where's your photo? Is it attached? Better be! 


Wizare?s column about 
Hollywood and TV and 
stuff like that 


By Rob Allstetter 
hhe long-awaited “X-Men” live- 
action movie from 20th Cenairy Fox 
finally has a director, thanks to one 
ral important moves Marvel ls mak- 
ction movie front. 
confirmed that Bryan 
Singer will be directing "X-Men.” Upon 
« ofhis current project, an adap- 
fren Kinginavela “Ape 


12 finishing of 


“The Usual Sus- 
which shared 


semble of andiheroes, and 
"ed out a way to make the story 
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but it's not completely based on the first 
comic book.” 

In other Marvel film news: 

+ The first movie from the newly formed 
Marvel Studios will be “Captain 
America.” Leslie Bohem, whose credits 
include “Daylight” and the upcoming 
“Dante's Peak,” will be writing "Captain 
America” with Larry Wilson, who was one 
ofthe writers on “The Addams Family” and 
“Beetlejuice.” I's a pairing of a classic action 


writer with a quirky character wrieer. 

Cloud Nine Entertainment will be the 
production company, with Mark Gordon 
and Gary Levinsohn producing. They also 
produced “Broken Arrow,” “Speed” and 
the upcoming “Flood.” 

+ Joe Johnston, the director of “Jumanji.” 
“The Rocketeer,” and “Honey, | Shrunk the 
Kids," has signed a developmental deal for 
“The Incredible Hulk,” which is being 
produced by Gale Anne Hurd for Universal 


Mike France, who wrote “Cliffhanger” 
and “Goldeneye,” as wel as the script for the 
upcoming “The Fantastic Four,” will be 
writing a new “Hulk” script, Jonathan 
Hensleigh, whose credits include “The 
Rock,” "Die Hard with a Vengeance” and 
"Jumanji" is being brought on as a creative 
producer. 

+ An “Iron Man” movie is being writ- 
ten by Jeff Vintar for Fox, and, according to 
The Holywood Reporter, Nicolas Cage, who 
won the Academy Award last spring for 
“Leaving Las Vegas” and starred in last sum- 
mer's hit, “The Rock," is interested in play- 
ing Tony Stark and Iron Man, Cage is a big 
comic-book fan and took his stage name 
from the Marvel character Luke Cage, 

THE KAMEN HEAD INTO 

NICATION NEXT FALL 


X-fans, don’t fret yet: The “X-Men” ani- 
mated series is going into syndication next 
fall. Saban Entertainment, which produces 
the Fox series, is selling 52 episodes of "X- 
Men...and Morel,” a one-hour series thac 
will include half-hour reruns of "X-Men." 
The other half of the show is being called 
the "Marvel Super-Heroes Checkerboard; 
and will include 26 rerun episodes each of 
“Fantastic Four” and “Iron Man,” 


NICHOLAS CAGE 
(DP KIGHY) 
ARMORS UP 18 
BE TONY STARI 
FREON RIGHD 
BAD RON MAN 


Sources say its unclear if "X-Men,” now 
out of production after 75 episodes, 
will remain on Fox next fall, It’s likely 
some X-franchise will be on Fox for the 
1998-99 season, 

Word is expected soon on whether 
UPN will renew “The Incredible Hull” for 
a second season. If that happens, Marvel will 
have six animated series for the 1997-98 
television season: "X-Men," “Spider-Man,” 
“The incredible Hulk” *Si 
Man” and “Fantastic Four: 


PRODUCTION 


Who's better—Michael jordan or Shaquille 
‘O'Neal? Well with his MVPs, scoring ticles 
and NBA championships, you'd have to give 
the edge to Jordan, 

But that’s as a basketball player. How 
about as an actor? 

“Lsaw ‘Space jam! Jordan's first fim) the 
other day, and I'd have to say, I like my bas- 
ketball player better,” laughed Kenneth 
Johnson, the writer and director of O'Neat's 
next film, “Steel,” which is based on the 
DC Comics character. 

Johnson was in an editing room on the 
‘Warner Bros. lot in Burbank, Calif, contin= 
ting post-production on the film, which 
‘wrapped principal photography in mid-Octo- 
ber. He plans on finishing “Stee!” by early 
March for a release in August. 

‘O'Neal fit the $1-day shoot in between 
his Dream Team time in the Summer 
‘Olympics in Atlanta and the start of traning 
‘camp with his new NBA team, the Los Ange- 
{es Lakers. 

“That's part of the reason the picture 
got made so fast,” said Johnson, who wrote 
the stony for “Stee!” in three weeks and com- 
pleted the script in another two. “They only 
had Shaq for this narrow, narrow window." 

‘O'Neal's John Henry Irons is pulled from 
the comics, but the other characters are 
all Johnson’s creations, The story starts 
‘out with Irons in 
the army, testing a 
new weapon with 
Nathaniel (played by 
Judd Nelson) and 
Sparky (played by 
‘Annabeth Gish). 

The test goes 
awry due to 
Nathaniel’s impul- 
siveness, killing a 
senator and leaving 
Sparky in a 
wheelchair as a 
paraplegic. Dis- 
missed from the 


Surfer,” “Iron 


?—tix=2=0_—_— ee a) eee 


army, Nathaniel tries to sell his weapons 
knowledge. He empowers gangs with the 
technology as pseudo-"infomer 
prospective buyers, 

Its up to Irons to stop him, and with the 
help of Sparky and Uncle Joe, he creates the 
Steel armor. Richard Roundtree, best known 
as Shaft, plays Uncle Joe, a junkyard sculptor 
‘who serves as a mentor to Irons. “Sore of his, 
‘Obi-Wan Kenobi or Yoda,” Johnson said. 

The film has some 215 special visual 
effects, many of which involve the weapons 
Nathaniel is trying to sell. 

Johnson, who has turned down numer= 
‘ous comic-book projects since creating “The 
Incredible Hulk" television series in 1977, 
was wary of O'Neal looking silly in the 
armor. Johnson removed the cape and 
exposed O'Neal's eyes and the lower parc 
of his face. 

The armor has a deliberate lower-tech 
look, sortofa RoboCop meets the Tin Man, 

And all of O'Neal's scenes as Steel were 
filmed at night. “It’s 2 litde easier to believe 

ei ON STEAL HE 
WARNER’S NEW 


Is” for 


at night," Johnson said. “A 7-foot-3 guy walle 
ing the street in a suit of armor in broad 
daylight? | don't think so.” 

The music for the film will be done by 
‘Mervyn Warren, a protégé of executive pro- 
ducer Quincy Jones. 

“Lwant a score much like the ‘Back to 
the Future’ score that's big, full, symphonic 
and heroic,” Johnson said." want it to have 
a heroic. Superman kind of feel to it. At the 
same timo, Mervyn and | are going to strive 
{© put in some real hip-hop street rhythms, 
so that there's a sense of Earth in it, too. 
Additionally, there's going to be a lot of 
source music in the picture where we use 
contemporary, hot recordings. 

People who find the music interesting 
will be able to purchase a “Stee!” sound: 
track album. Plans also include a line of action 
figures from Kenner and promotional tie- 
ins with Pepsi and Reebok. Warner Bros. 
hopes to make a franchise of “Steel,” and 
the principal performers are all contracted 
for a sequel. 
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Jamie Lee Curtis has signed to play the 
lead role in “Virus,” the Universal Pictures 
live-action film based on the Dark Horse 
comic book series. The film, to be directed 
by visual effects wizard John Bruno, is set 
to go before the cameras on Jan. 24 in North 
Carolina, 

Curtis will play a member of an Ameri- 
‘ean tugboat crew who take refuge from a 
typhoon aboard a Russian research vessel 
that is being preyed upon by an alien. 

Curtis’ credits include “True Lies,” “A 
Fish Called Wanda,” and “Trading Places.” 
She is also starring in the upcoming “Fierce 
Creatures,” which reunites the “Wanda” cast 

John Hensleigh and Dennis Feldman 


wrote the screenplay, based on the original 
draft of “Virus” creator Chuck Pfarrer. The 
film's budget is expected to be at least $50 
million, and it also stars Donald Sutherland 
and Billy Baldwin, 
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Crow fanatics, get ready to be 
fed again: A television se 
based on the 1994 movie “The 
Crow” and James O'Bart's 
comic book characters is in 
development for broadcast 
next fall. The series willbe from 
the Edward R. Pressman Film 
Corp., Miramax and Buena 
Vista Television. 

Thirteen hour-long episodes 
are planned, although it has not 
been determined yet if “The 
Crow” willbe for network, syn- 
dication or cable television. 

“The series will not be an 
anthology,” said producer Jeff 
Most, who also produced the 
two Crow films. “It will be 
based on the first film and the 
Eric Draven character. Well be 
developing the characters of the 
police officer, Sarah and Shelly 
There will be some character 


additions, and some characters 
in the comic book that were 
not seen in the screen version. 

Scripts are currently being worked 
con by “well-known writers,” Most said. 
Casting will likely take place in the first 
quarter of 1997. 

Most said he fele “The Crow” could 
play on broadcast television despite its 
mature themes, noting that the recent 
broadcast premiere of the original R-rated 
film had minimal cuts and drew substantial 
ratings in several markets. He also cited 
such recent successful series as "Millen- 
nium” and “The X-Files” as examples of 


how television is expanding, 

The television series will not mean an 
‘end to the theatrical version of “The Crow.” 
Most said an announcement is expected 

soon ona third Crow fea- 

ture film, which 
would feature a 
new lead charac- 
ter. Meanwhile, the 
soundtrack to last 
‘August's. “The 
Crow: City of 
Angels” recently 
went platinum 
(1,000,000 copies 
sold) and has been 
nominated for an 
‘American Music 
Award for top 
soundtrack. The 
awards will be 


presented on Jan. 27 on ABC. 


‘Tommi Gunn is gunning for the big—or 
maybe little—screen, Everette Hartsoe, 
president of the cyborg heroine's company 
London Night Studios, said he has joined 
forces with longtime television producer 
Chris Bearde for a live-action “Tommi 
Gunn” film. 

Heather Elizabeth Parkhurst, who 
stars in the Showtime series “Sherman 
‘Oaks; also produced by Bearde, will play the 
title role. 

“She's funny, she's very down-to-earth 
and she’s beautiful,” Hartsce said of 
Parkhurst, a former member of the Swedish 
Bikini Team. “She's really ready to get out 
there and pump up Tommi Gunn.” 

Hartsoe said it's unknown if the movie 
will be made for television or theatrical 
release. He added that he has started writ- 
ing the first draft of the script. 

“Tommi Gunn is going to be hunting 
down six androids who look like magazine 
models,” Hartsoe said, “Apparently, some- 
‘thing went wrong in thelr circuitry and they're 
out causing mayhem and destruction, 

“[The movie] will have elements of 
campiness and lots of action. We're shoot 
ing for a '90s ‘Barbarella. 

Hartsoe said the film will likely be shot 


ina studio in Shelby, N.C, whieh is about 30, 
‘minutes away from London Night's base in 
Hickory, N.C 

In other London Night news, Hartsoe 
sald that the Razor movie project will now 
be pitched as a television series instead, “The 
reason being that it's difficule getting femnale- 
lead action movies made.” Hartsoe said. "On 
television, they're already successful with 
'Xena: Warrior Princess, 


Hartsoe has been working with pro- 
ducer Jeff Most and the production com- 
pany run by Renny Harlin and Geena Davis. 

“We're developing it for the fal of 98,” 
Most sald. “it fas a chance to make a last- 
ing imprint on television and break some 
new ground.” 

“tewill have a nice urban feel, with music 
being big part of the show." Hartsoe said 
“We'll have alternative and hip-hop. It 
doesn't matter too much if it's network or 
syndication. It's syndication, there will be 
more action. if t's network, there will be 
more drama.” 


(Columbia TriStar has optioned James Hud- 
nal's Espers comic book for television devel- 
‘opment. Tim Hunter, who has directed three 
feature films, including “The River's Edge” and 


“The Saint of Fort Washington.” has signed to 
direct the pilot. E5pers, which began in 1986 
from Eclipse, vill premiere as an Image Comics 
series in April..“Invasion America” is a 
new science-fiction animated series from 
Steven Spielberg, set to debut on the Warner 
Bros. Network in 1998. Voices will include 
Leonard Nimoy, Kristy McNichol and 
Edward Albert....Don't look for “The 
Mask’ or “Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur- 
thes” on CBS next fall. The network has 
announced iis puling all ofits animated series 
for educational and news program- 
mming.....Patrick Stewart. who has o: 
Jean-Luc Picard in "Star Tre The Next 


eration” and two post 


recendly awarded a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame: Stewart 
the live theater: 


nel has picked up 13 mor 
Anti-Gravity Room, 
Greaves said new & 
ruary,... Anthony Hopkins wil sar 
‘opposite Antonio Banderas in “The Mask 
begin filming on 
Jan. 27. Hopkins will play an older Zorro, who 
new ene. Sure Wilson will play 
Montero, the villain, The film wil be directed 
by Martin Campbell, who directed the last 
James Bond fm, “Goldeneye.”...Scott Gold- 
berg. wino has played an orderly on "Chicago 


rorro,” which 


Hope.” is playing Detective Sam Burke in the 
“Spawn’ live-action movie....Sunbow Enter= 
‘hinment has optioned Slave Labor Graphics 
Skeleton Key comic book series for develop- 
2 2é-part animated series....Fox has 

“The Tick” of its Sanurday morning 

The series con- 
edy Central..Serigging 
New 


je—at least temporar 


was going to pee 
Music Award with RuPeul 
Toni Basil 


FRANK & SON WAREHOUSE 


The #4 Warehouse Collectibles Show in the United States! 


FEATURES 
Conic: 


(vist os 


EVERY 


We tnd 


5:00 pa to 9:40 pe 


on-Sport Cards+MagiceAction Figures 

PogseStarting Lineup+Hot WheelsePhone Cards 

Sports Cards¢nacing Collect ibles¢Sports Meaorabilia 
jal P-Suald's Boo ~ A Proce to femal Weboal Bs) 


10:00 aa to 5100 pm 


FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 


Everyone is Invited! 
The Public! Store Owners! Collectors! Show Dealers! 


‘This is your ONE-STOP shopping place! ! 
150 of the FINEST dealers under ONE roof! 


Frtvony Clr te Ergo 


Experience the “Original” Warehouse Show! 


...aciatya bhedabheda tattva.. 


THE 
FRANK & SON WAREHOUSE SHOW | 

19465 E. WALNUT DRIVE NORTH 
‘WALNUT, CALIFORNIA 91789 


“pn 
Debut album 
includes the songs Tattva and Hey Dude 
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SPECIAL REPORT: 


Arnold Schwarzenegger 


gives the scoop on 
“Batman & Robin” 


WFR fisted ote ptr anid 
| vi Schnrzneggr doesn't have fo cory issuer's Bion & Robin’ ke 
WW cess tists trees big burden on Seereanrs 

tales: theormared cosa be wens os, Fen 

Therese sherk. eee us coped of 30 pes nd eis neatly 
he on Mw ike ud conan 2000 le UD hs nd rfl te cur 


tn] bal”Sdhurzenega si ung o Dec 6 appearance on 
COL King ire” *H eso er nara tes epi epee ro 
atl ns Taso vay ean go ou gh he bale” 

The move Freee wil be snr the einied sees vein putig bi wie 
sa (layed by Verdin ayogei sand fd a cre fo he dense hal is 
‘eng her. 

“oil oi desde on ong a Stree sai 
“Tek hig hu ls oo give he vais fee yesh inp” 

Oca sider Sverre perfomance us, hugh 

“ess muted vai wat—tovrds nen en Rolin nd lg on 
eveyone he—thl bisa ezethe val Sdoreege sis oke ot 
Baten mea, ruber af tines om ung lomo bens Tht him so 
th Hon im ginger Biman’ er tibody od eit freein ny ods! 
Theta ht moe adhe ses and he bles. baal” 

Sclarznepger has played is shareof heroes and vii, nding he Tern, 
who was lin noe im nda ero in the sequel 

"vis vary ines ply becouse youn do muh mor vi he ree” 
he pd. “When ou ply wher, eae cen ngs you cd, Tare re era 
igs tha ya hve od in eder opp svi, yu dan vad 
Young low your peromance nd yuri tig in as ergs you connie 
af youl nd ing uth ost side ei. Bue, ot hese ig ing 
toto be camino ila onda et the peal ac vhy hth. To bing al 
ths ayes nd sible ino he cares, wich we ae smn fen pr 
fs trough he mov da” 

Sdhareege cei eel Shumaker for hig bi le hase 
lors dora 

“lol Sumadariso vey, reid ded. esophageal 

an geo you pul te ptoronc cat you" 
Adel ds Seeger ink fh ne aan, 
“ii eninneble tHe’ stan ln ss ana be yo cen 
shen someone perforin fant of yu, hot he hae that it fhe) ht makes hem 
hema te eigen ees ones hou sup 
nti sen eh penne | hike she bes Bone ere hod" 

Sais hson rl Sdvanenegger maior Gere Cee nai? 

“tink we bah sling in,” Sneenege si hia scaled 
“ian ei ad, Freeze Bl engin byline ema coes et eye 
ve wil i'M res [lugs 

"Tubes wih, oul realy cal ia ne Shun ep is mv. is 
ean Geng agile, whe eserves lel Btn! “LRA 


“THE LATEST BAT-BITS 


Fredonia Jonny dint Febrvr an Bano & fbi’ Hee 

‘soe of he nest Baas: 

+ Ti Bion vb tel "Blnan’ ond “Botoon Reus" ond exetve po. 
ced ‘Baan free iltbenvaedin ‘Boia Robin Burton sil 
euresin inerenoCteonan’ fn, od Sip! elope cts, 

+ Hin Galena, bh red Boon Free” for "Boon & Rain” 
Aerbnc ing oninpeducton sgt, 

Mice! Gough is ghying Mad forthe fourth time. He tuned BO during tha 
pitino grey spy ase, 

+ Gearg Coney tino wil nor fo differen! costumes nti veo vl 
foveyelon on, 

* Hoes ace wl cotred trout hf wih a andi snr oil af 
‘th cons, Banos layed by np Swenson, now fo many os he profesional 
ves eep bellerenay. 

* El ches hr ie c,h ans, at) of Bruce Nae, 

tla Srdes tf ko ce ch Kone esha Foie” 

eosin Gay doa vl bela ane rns. 4 


Ct ee ee ee ee ee eS eee 


BRAND NEW 10 VOLUME SERIES 
‘+ HEVER RELEASED ON U.S, TELEVISION 
“3 EPISODES PER VOLUME 

+90 MINUTES EACH 

+ DUBBED OR SUBBED 


PLUG HOURSELF INTO THE ERTRRORDINGAY | 


WORLD OF MANGA UIDED 


CHECK OUT THE COOLEST ANIME WEB SITE ON THE PLANET 


WUW.Manga.com 


Al SY THE STREET FIGHTER II U ROOM AND WIN GREAT PRIZES 
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Akira stands alone as 
one of the most 
famous color manga 
released in America 


Katsuhiro Otomo thought it just wasn't 
going to work, 

The year was 1988, and Otomo, the 
Japanese writer and artist of the best-sell- 
ing manga Akira, was in New York City 
to discuss an English version of his mas- 
terwork with Archie Goodwin, then Edi 
tor-in-Chief of Marvel Comics’ Epic 
Commies division. Buc Otomo felt then thar 
‘Americans just weren't ready on the mass 
market level for black-and-white comics 
like his, and Goodwin had been sending 
our test pages to American colorists such 
as Steve Oliff, who had just completed 
Howard Chaykin’s Blackhawk for DC. 

Ollff took one look at Otomo's intri- 
cate black-and-white tonework and real- 
ized that the traditional flat color of the 
comics would never work to adapt this, 
and a radical sol 


n was required. 
‘Otomo was proved wrong by Olf’s solu- 
tion: computer coloring, a brand-new 
technology that helped make Akira the 
most successful colorized manga to be 
released in America. 

(Of course, the story didn't hurt. Span- 
ning from the seedy Tokyo underworld to 
the surface of the Moon, this 2,000-plus 
page tale can truly be deemed an epic. 
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On the surface, the basic plot behind Akiro 
might seem a typical sci-f/action plot, but 
underneath is a metaphor of an older gen- 
erations inability to contain the power- 
rit of youth. 

Set in the year 2030, 38 years after 
World War Ill, the story surrounds a 
handful of runaway psychokinetic children 
and the factions that so desperately want 
them in their possession. These factions 
include the Japanese government which 
wants them contained, various religious 
cults who wish to “save” them, the US. 
army which wants to eliminace them, and 
a young group of teens that don't want 
them falling into the wrong hands. The 
prized possession of the psychokinetics: 
the title character Akira, a silent 10-year- 
old with the power of a god, and yet 
impotent in that he appears mindless. 

The story also offers commentary on 


Meet Kaneda, the 


vafloUs social issues. Ie depiets the hor- 
rors that science can create, how 
deste drags can fect the mind, how 
the different perceptions of God can 
affect a population and how armies thrive 
on control And control is at the heart 
of the story: who want t..and who ulti- 
mately has i. 

The impressive thing about Akira is 
that itis a true novel, 
ally. 
Gheseey ate: 
many twists and 
where 
both the 
state of 
fewer 


only told vi: 


and major 
characters 


drastically 


G)ctomo's dotatea sve on Ata vvoltiontzed manga In Japan 


alter throughout the course of the story. 

Those who take the merest glance at 
Akira will realize that Otomo's intricately 
detailed artwork puts him in a superstar 
class of comic creators. Frederik L. 
Schodr, in his recent book Dreamland 
Jopan which examines the manga indus- 
try, explains why Akira was such a burst 
of flame in Japan when its first volume 
‘was published there in 1984. He argues 
tomo “created a revolution in clean- 
line realism in male manga in the early 
“80s and was one of the first [manga 
artists] to draw Japanese with more Asian= 
like features.” 

(Otomo's innovative style was so rad= 
ical chat it had the power to make “red- 
blooded Japanese male adults” read a 
comic targeted for girls like Akimi 
Yoshida’s Banana Fish; instead of drawing 
the flowers and glittering pupils usually 
found in girls’ manga, Yoshida decided to 
use Otomo's realistic style. And asa side- 
note, Schodt notes in his book that 
Otomo was even able to make the late 
Osamu Tezuka a jealous man when 


av 


A pul os the conic book veson of Aas, the enimated “Aka is 
equlyrecogtze. Though he vo have nolable differences. 

Inarore example, Aka cena Kasi Otomo had complet cnr aver 
isin vein, by bth ring anderen te onme cs wel The bscoproach 
‘he took to making his 2,000-plus page manga work in two hours and 10.min- 
‘es fame oso gv ie fn sir net, unying mood where desiuon 
cad apocalypse see alvay nine 

Inthe mong, the mos of people in eo-Tokyo are living normal ives ule 
the underarund movement sols inthe shadows od he ike gongs have 
‘hicrumbles in hemo, he populace ismorcling inthe sees, while shied 
solid mening ide by ie vi stent ada itary pale ink t= 
ingot shooting rough ml wales toh sing suspect 

Een the kindly Loy Miyako, who inthe fg wos bonevlentrel= 
ious col leader, hos het personaly pad 180 degrees oui the fins 
mood af ubon tro she became Grablerosing sire! peacer wh, by. 
ihe animes end, is exhorting the cizens of Neo-Tlyo to walkin the 
flames, When mas destuconengllsNeo-okyo in the mango, much ofthe 
Gay's population ded hile peoeably watching TV and bavng breakfos) 
inthe ene they seem reody, even eager, fr destruction, 


‘Otome’s art style became more favored 
among the crities and the younger gen- 
eration than his own. (Tezuka, an 
extremely competitive creator, was 
revered in Japan as the “god of manga" 
and practically created the manga indus- 
try after World War Il.) 

But besides Otomo’s detailed art style 
and smart story, Akiro’s success in Amer- 
ica was solidified by Olif's cutting-edge 
coloring, Olif’s challenge was to make 
manga art, mired in decades of black-and- 
white tradition, look good in color. This 
required an exacting technique that was 
simply never given to any other tile 

Proof of its success lies in the fact 
that all other attempts to color manga 
before and since Akira were short-lived 
Plus, none will spark conversation as 
much as Akira at comic book or manga 
conventions. 

The software Oliff used, then called 
Kaleidoscope, is known as the Codd/Bar- 
ret system today. But this pioneer pro- 
‘gram, which had been developed only six 
months before Oliff began work on Akira, 


Fyen the mangas sxlanaton about he 
history of he Aka roe onthe nlureof hs 
synergy tha gt immed ot othe mie 
Sem by tt ak, to hea hes sase 
af choos and daa 

‘And the paver ending ofthe mang vos 
sho diferent nme amo cat ut mst 
af the second bal of he oiginal manga ory 
foc the movie, ul we reammend yeu rod ft 
and woh i ind out hw diferent 

Inbis one adontation of Akira, Otomo 
managed tna oly skilful ed sory down 
fame odes, but fr fet os el. Me 
Aistlled the coc into a movie scrxy and 
olen os ow fur, ondin the procs smu 
seus proved eis ino elated ye vary 
fren meio CH 
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‘was extremely primitive, “It was a Mack 
truck—it couldn’ do tricks,” says Oliff. 
“But | learned how to make it sing.” 

Indeed he did. Oliff's coloring comple- 
mented Otomo's detail and duo-tone shad- 
ing techniques. Olif brilliantly knew when 
to stay light and when to go dark to let 
the artwork shine through, 

Cliff would go on to color many Amer 
ican comic book titles, including Spawn and 
The Maxx, but it was his work on Akira that 
gave manga a mainstream push and demon 
strated the possibilities of computer-gen- 
erated color for the entire comic book 
industry. 

‘As to the power a book like Akira has, 
Oliff makes no bones about it. "You work 
on Akira,” he says flatly, “and everything 
eseaceee ans) Ww 


Carl Horn recently had himself computer 
colorized. No more fake-baking for him, baby! 
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+ tick volumes casing $49.95 exh. 
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SAILOR MOON 

(Wine Zeg, ne, $4.95, b&w, 200+ ps, both) 
Justinis the announcement 
that a licensed, English- 
translated version of Naoko 
Takeuchi’s original Sailor 
‘Moon manga will soon be 
available in the United 
States—one of four differ- 
ent manga titles the other 
three to be announced 


shortly) which will be seri- 
alized in an upcoming 


‘American manga maga- 
Zine, Mixx Zine. 

Published by Ronald Scovil Jr. (translator of Central Park Media's anime 
"The Tale of Genji”) and Stuart Levy (of the multimedia firm Japan Online), 
Mixx Zine's mass-market approach will give manga to Americans the exact = 
same way the Japanese get it: “thick and cheap,” in the words of Levy, with # 
glossy color covers and newsprint interiors, as well as graphic-novel collec- 
tions of the serialized stories later down the road. 

‘The first issue of Mixx Zine will be on the stands in May but will be avail- 
able in March with a special collectors’ cover for readers who order a “VIP 
Subscription” (one year, $19.95) through their toll-free number 1-888- 
MIXX-NOW, @ subscription that also includes a bonus of “Mixx Money” & 
good towards merchandise. For more information, MIXX's Web site is 
http://www.mixxonline.com. o 
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HERE IS GREENWOOD 
(Gofvre Scr, sbi or dbbed, 3 vl, of 60 mins eo, $24.95 en ear version, nw ovate) 
Trapped in a dorm he never made! Visit 
Japan's weirdest college dorm, Green- 
wood, an unfenced asylum for presti- 
gious Ryokuto Academy's freaks and 
loonies—and the hapless and normal 
Kazuya, who only wants to study hard 
and forget that his gitfiend just mar- 
ried his older brother instead, Two 
""Greenwood” episodes are on each vol 
ume. In Episode One of the first volume, 
‘Thou Shalt Love Thy Daify Life," despite 
the school supposedly being all-male, 
Kazuya immediately gets assigned by 
the scheming, pretty-boy seniors Mit 
‘suru and Shinobu to room with a girt— 
or at least they all claim she's a git! 

In Episode Two, “Nagisa Hyper- 
Rhapsody,” Shinobu's psycho-sexy sister 
Nagisa moves into a luxury apartment. 
across from Greenwood-—with a scope- 
sighted rifle! Between her black-suited 
henchmen and her penchant for trying 
to seduce young girls, Nagisa intends to create hostage terror—although whether 
the terrors going to come more from Nagisa or her hostage's incessant demands 
‘or pastries and desserts remains to be seen. 

Maybe Kazuya will forget his lost love—or maybe he'll just go stark 
raving mad! e 
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THE ULTIMATE TEAM GETS THE ULTIMATE COVERAGE 


Deplad, 
SPEGIAL 


AWESOME 
HOWARD 
PORTER 
COVER! 


EXCLUSIVE 
GRANT 
MORRISON 
INTERVIEW! 
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FURIES #0 COMMEMORATIVE: 
eatin te ier vain of Rela’ 
ha Fares! Avesome ov cove by hot 
Be Firies #0 Gomssmoratve Lite to only 1000 
topies. $5: 
ic Faves #0 Con Signed 2Sigoed by Rick Lyon, 
Willi Christensen, & Mark Seifert. Limited to 
aly 250 apes! $15. 
LOOKERS #1/COMMEMORATIVE 
(hack ou ths dynamic dv. You can't ide rom these git 
Gaol nw cover by artist Rob Dathan! 
‘fe Lookers #1 CatimemoritiveLinited io oa 1000 
capes. $5, 
Wr laoers #1 Cam. Signad~ Signed by Dathum, 
Wilts Christensen, & Mark Seifert. Linild fo 
‘nly 250 opis! $15, 
“Ted snd eek or mone ot erie ated it 6g 
ade Toe VISA, HC, SC 
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The Back Issue Experts® 
9 TRIUMPH DR. URBANA, IL 61801 
PH 217-384-2211 FAX 217-384-2216 


http:/www.comeav.com emall: comeav@net66.com 
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CHARACTER PROFILE: 


BY MATTHEW BRADY 


REAL HANES Hope 

AGE: 53B years old 

‘HEIGHT: 6° 

WEIGHT: never, ever ask ly her eight, especialy when her 
lot name is Death 

HAIR COLOR: white 

EVE COLOR: white 

FIRST APPEARANCE: Evil Erie #1 (Eternity, December, 1991) 

TITLES CURRENTLY APPEARING IN: Lody Death: The Crucible, 
hoa! Quererly 

MAJOR ENEMIES: Lucifer, Asteroth, Purgatori, Pagan, 
‘Matthias ond Genocide 


4n.1458, a girl known anly as Hope was born of por= 
ans descended from both Heoven and Hell: Her 
toler wes a goed sou, while her father waned to 
rule Hell, He wos inet on guning demonic overs 
and toking ove Hell, and sacficed many ofthe 
young men of his village in hile fo oppese the 
archdukes of Hell, Yearly, the vilogersreczed 
what he was dong, killed him and then turned on 
Hope. While she hated hr father’ el dongs, she 
renounced her humanly and transported herself 0 
Hell to escpe death fhe hands ofthe crowd 
‘Abandon inthe wid of Hl Hope leaned that 
inthis reln, dsr equals pover. She desiednah- 
ing more thon the iter destrcion of her father, 
who was now in Hello well, ond therefore hod 
become very powerful. 
Duin erat is evened ht bth Hope 
and her fthe were merely owns of Lucifer, whose 
ultimate goal was fo corrupt an innocent such os 
Hope. Infuriated by this revelation, Hope turned: 
gins! Luce, ulimately defeating him, As Laer 
‘was apparently dying, he cursed her, elling her that 
as long as th ving walk he Eat, sh 
willever be able to return home Hope, 
now cling herself Lady Death, acepied “YR. 
Life’ chllenge, and une Helin the End: S 
less Graveyard, the final resting place of he fving, SNe 
Har gal was simple: ill hose wo ive. > 
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Loy Deh uled Hel fo nearly 50 yas, slowly ark- 
ing tovard er goal of ling oll those on Eat, so she cold 
ne day return to her home. Realing tat hings were progesing 
too soy, Lady Death ented the aid of Emest Fil, «troubled 
feennger vith tent psychic powers. Renaming himself vl Ei, he began 
«campcign of megadath across he United Stts filing the Endless 
Graveyard ke never befor. 

Aeon in Hel, Lady Deoh’s authority wos chalnged by Purgo- 
tr Lar’ former conson Trough Puget ins, Lady Death rel 
ined that Luce ws il ale and sl conling Hl from beknd the 
scenes Tired of htng aginst Purgcor on he ther denizens of el, 
Loy Decth ubitedto Luter, changing her nome and appearance o 
Lady Demon, 

While journeying through Hell os Lody Deron, Hope come upon the 
spr of her moter Her mother, topped in Hl by Purgtor, forced 
Hope to remember who she wos an how Lcfer had! manipulted her 
throughout the ages. Hape’smothar gov Hope all of ha own angelic 
anergies, which allowed her to overcome Lutes influence uly recov- 
red Lady Death tacked Luce, on the him hough Heavens Gate, 
here he was aparely destroyed 


Lucfer's death threw Hell into lt- 
‘eral chaos. What was once a care- 
fully mointained hierarchy 
lsntegrated info tenuous algiances 
‘ond shiffing treaties as the 13 arch- 
dukes of Hell tried fo lim all of Hellas their own, Through the manipu- 
{ations of one archduke, Lody Death was thrown into the Void, on orea 
between al theologies, 

‘nthe Void, Lod Death vos guided by Vandal, «young Norse goddess. 
Vondola sent Lody Death to different realms, where she learned various 
lessons about herself and her lorious destiny For atime, Lady Death found 
peat in recim thot resembled her medieval home. Her peace wos hatred, 
‘however, when Asteroth, a monstrosity from Hell, laid waste tothe realm to 
‘eng Lucfr’s death. Lody Dath destroyed Asterot, but eaized hat she 
would ays be a warior, never have the peoeshe caved. Resgned to 
her fate, Lady Death greed fo journey with Vondal to Asgod, home ofthe 

fe Norse gods to bate the ancient el of 

Genocide, a supernatural killer 
intent on destoying Asgard’ 
gods, Having learned thot 

she has sisters in Asgord, 

4 Loy Death hos continued 


S B22 


1 Loy Death sounds ke your up a jav, Pulido recommends you heck 
out Purgoar, ok published by Chas! Aso, vil ul is stumped 
hen comes to picking other comics hat Lady Deo fans woul ike, 
he did recommend a bunch of movies thot share the tone of Lod Denth 
and he ovens, such os “Brveheor,” ond "Fr and Avy.” “Wa? 


Matthew Brady, who wrote a bunch of otar sun ts sue, thinks 
{ody Death jos needs ighen up 


‘As the Lady Death: The Crucible mini-series wraps up, 
Lady Death wil learn lots more about her tiesto Asgrd, 
which only serves to strengthen her resolve to fight for 
‘the Norse gods’ land, Also, Lady Death’s sword, Dark- 
es, is obliterated in The Cucble#4, but sinc he lady 
‘an never be without «sword for lon, she acquires a 
new one, this time named Destroyer. Lady Death 
‘writer/creator Brian Pulido warns thot the character's 
‘montal ink with Destroyer will be much darker than the. 
‘one she shared with Darkness, 

Lady Death: The Cucble il end in 
carly 1997, s the regular Lady 

Death team of Pulido, Steven 

Hughes ond Jason Jensen will 

gear up for next October's 

Lady Death #0. “Lady 

Death's direction changes 

dramatically,” sys Pulido 

af this mojor book, “tt will 

be, bar none, the most 

important issue to date, Lady 

Death wil fight doth self, ond 

the outcome wil be very...s- 

‘uring [maniacol laughter,” The ram. 

ifications of these changes will hen be 

explored in late 1997, os sucesive Lady Death 
‘mini-series will keop her on the shelves each month for 


‘the foreseeable future, 


‘boys wonted to give Lody Death ry, bust didn’ 
ow where fo jump in? Check ou thes sues staring the 


Diva of Death, as secommended by head Chaos! man, 


Brion Pulido. 


idy Death: The Reckoning #1-#4—"The Reck- 
ning cvs the bs pire of who Hope, ond how she 
came io bein charge of Hell. Highly recommended.” 

* Lady Death #1/2 (1994)—"The Wierd speil 
isve ws fun todo, because it showed mare of Hope's 
personly hon hod been een ond allved hero resolve 
some sues with her mothers pi.” 

* Lody Death: Between Heaven ond Hell #1-24— 
“Plain ond simple, Lady Death kicks Luer' ss, whichis 
ro esy fea.” 

+ Evil Eni: Straight to Hell #4—Aihoughi'p- 
marly on El Eni tory, it's over touching tle 
abou! Lady Deaths attempt to return to Earth, A 
real farther.” 
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The Force in February 
is Star Wars 


‘As the month for love and presidents unfolds, 
the card-makin’ world has very litle on tap. 
‘with a romantic andlor political twist. Unless 
you count Luke Skywalker getting a good 
luck kiss from Princess Leia (his sister!) in 
the best scifi lm of al time. 

That's right, “Star Wars” is back in a big 
way these days, what with the 20th Anniver- 
sary "Special Edition” releases of all chree 
Trilogy films to theaters. Topps parties like 
any good card manufacturer should,..by 
printin’ up a new set! Star Wors Trilogy: Spe- 
ial Edition, a 72-carder in Widevision, fea- 
‘tures 60 cards devoted to that super fantastic 
property, “Star Wars: A New Hope,” made 
up with all new special effects and never- 
bbefore-seen footage. This set has Chewbacca 
and his Wookie pals screaming for more. 
The rest of the cards in the set are split 
between Trilogy completers “The Empire 
Strikes Back” and “Return of the Jedi." Topps 
is promising primo quality too, with clear 
images. double UV-coating and foil stamp- 
ing. Chasing the set are two Trilogy Special 
Edition Holograms and six Topps Laser cards, 
both randomly inserted in the card run, as, 
‘well as a Special Edition 3D card in every 
display box (nine cards per pack, suggested 
retail price $1.99). 


SAVAGE CARDS 


Did | say there's nothing romantic about this 
month's cards? There is for fans who 
locowvve Savage Dragon! Erik Larsen’s fined 
fone finally gets a set of his own witha Wild- 
Storm Savage Dragon cover gallery set that 
showcases ‘em all—from the original Savage 
Dragon mini-series to every regular issue up 
to #38 (including variants) to the Dragon: 
Blood and Guts mini-series and even the trade 
Paperback covers! An artists gallery features 
new art by fan faves like Adam Hughes, Bill 
Sienkiewicz, Sam Kieth and others. The 90- 
card set is chased by a nine-card Erk Larsen 
Gallery subset of new art (four/box), nine 
stickers (four/box) and a five-card subset 
that forms a mobile (one/box) (eight cards 
per pack, suggested retail $1.75). 


HEY MOE! 


The funny-bonestickler of the month is Duo- 


Card's The Three Stooges Collection, 72 cards 
dedicated to the slapstick shtick of Larry, 
Moe and Curly...and the fourth Stooge, 
Shemp. (Hey! 
stooge Curly Joe?) The chase cards could be 
the best part of the series, with three Die- 
Cut Stooges Monument cards superimpos- 
ing their mugs on Mt. Rushmore, the Lincoln 
Memorial and an Egyptian Sphinx (I:15),and. 
three Chromium “Antics” cards (I:15) (seven 
‘ards per pack, suggested retail $1.89). 


BUBBLE BASEBALL 


Chewable baseball cards?!? Wil Fitch is the 
first printed bubble gum baseball card, and we 
heartily recommend you pick up a pack. The 
graphics are outta sight...and when you get 
tired of lookin’ at ‘em, you can just pop a card 
in your mouth and blow bubbles with it. There 
are 12.gum designs and one real trading card 
in the series, plus.a chase card too: a foil- 
stamped “Player of the Year” card's being ran- 
domly inserted during the firs six months of 
production (five gums, one card per pack, sug- 
gested retail price $.99...whata “steal!” Get 
i? Baseball .steal? Never mind...) 


BOOP-BOOP- 
BE-DOOP! 


Betty Boop fans are treated to a second 
Krome Productions series of 45 Chromium 
cards, chased by a parallel HoloChrome 
sticker set (one per pack) and five Black & 
Silver Spot-Red HoloChromes randomly 
inserted in the run. Box buyers'll get one 
of five oversized Chromium Cards (four 
cards plus one sticker per pack, suggested 
retail $2.50). 


DISH FOR NEXT ISH: 


‘Though Fleer/SkyBox was too busy to pro- 
duce a set this month, get ready for more X- 
‘Men in March, And WildStorm helps fans 
brush up on their French and their Mythology 
with anew CCG, w 


‘What about replacement 


Joyce Steel tried to cut in line to see “Star War: 

The Special Eddion” on opening night and lemme 
tell you, she did see plenty ofstrs..,just no in 
the theater: 


"All, ol ove tse your ens 
nega,” Tops Slr Wars alogy 
‘Special Edition set 
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Wizard, by staying in touch with hundreds of retailers throughout the country, keeps a close eye 
on the country’s hottest back issues. Here are January's hoftest back issues. 
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DOVYR PO DIMG j 
WC 
WRITERS: David Wohl, Brion Haberlin and Christina Z, ARTISTS: Michael Turner and D-Tron 
In honor of "Blade's publisher Top Cow, let’s see just how many cow in-jokes we can jam in 
this write-up. Here goes...with the udderly (There’s the first one!) amazing fan reaction to 
Witchblade, her first issue cut through the bull (#2!), mooved (It's a hat trick!) up through 
the herd (#4) and fenced (#5) itself in ae the #1 spot. Not contene to just sit on their butts 
chewin’ cud (Half 2 dozen, baby!), them Top Cow folks began milking (jSiete! Siete!) this 
property with the Medieval SpawnlWitchblade and Tales of the Wiechblade series, making 
Witchblade one of comics’ hottest..uh, cows (Eight! Eight!) 


Go OUP IETR CHE 

DLE CHILE #1 

WAITER: Rondy Queen ARTISTS: Randy Queen, Jason Gorder and Marlo Aauira 

Ariel Chylde is not your average teen. Besides having a 20-inch waist and the obligatory D-cups, this 
‘young lass also happens to be able to channel demonic powers. What's new about that? Um...nothing, 
really, but Darkchylde #1 does have what it takes to get you horntoad fanboys to shell out some major: 
coin for this particular back issue and make it debur in the number two slot. Hey, this comic may not be’ 
‘the most original concept around, but c'mon, it’s got a hot babe, scary demons and a whole loca 
teemnge angst. If this sure-fire formula doesn'e win you over, then you must be reading something 
‘without pictures. 


DRE 
PR 


WRITE: Gath Enis 

ARTS: Steve Dillon 

Like a scorching case of herpes, 
Preacher #1 just won't go away. This 
reoccurring entry is a sore spot with 
us. Why, you ask? Well, there seems 
to_be no cure for Preachersmania, Rash 
as it may seem, the average fan is just 
itchin’ to get his hands on a copy of 
the fairly scarce Preacher #1. AS a 


CORAL #l 

WATER: Mark Waid 

ARTIST Ale Ross 

Golly! Why is it that when Billy 
Batson says, “Shazam,” he changes 
into the powerful Captain Marvel, 
and when Gomer Pyle says, 
“Shazam!,” the only thing that 
changes is the dumb-ass expression 
‘on that goofy hillbilly face of his? 


result, this issue has chronically Mat AD A OS Sure, he’s got a beautiful singing 
appeared in the Top 10 column or ATYMIBER THREE NUMBER FOUR bu could Pyle go tor-to-t02 
many months, forcing us writers to ‘with Superman? Heck, that jarhead 
ome up with more and more witty emissions about this unsettling doesn’t have the coordination to march in a sught line. Anyhoo, i you 
comic. Even more upsering is that the book is stil consistently good, haven't seen this much -prased Elseworlds series, then you're missing one 
‘meani’ it's probably stayin’ on these charts for a while ‘great story. And with Alex Ross’ amazing art, you can be a barefoot, 


iligerate hick from Mayberry and sil enjoy ie 
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en) 5. 1.0. #1 

WRITER: Grant Morrison 

ARTISTS: Howard Porter ond John Dell 
Who'd win ina fighe: The JLA or 
the Super-Friends? Well, the same 
characters on both sides would cancel 
cach other out, so ie come down to 
the Marian Manhunter, Green Lantern 
and Flash versus Robin, Marvin and 
Wendy. Yeah, it’s kinda lopsided, but 
eld love sein’ chat marcas “Super 
Marvin get the large intestine beat 
‘urea him, Anyway, the newest JLA has 


WRITER: Garth Ennis 
ARTIST: John McCrea 


Just when you think he's out of the 
Top 10, you violence-fantasizing 
fanboys keep pulling him back in! 
‘After a month-long hiatus from these 
pages, Tommy Monaghan (a.k.a 
Hitman) is back with guns a-blazin’ 
and X-ray eyes a-gazin, How ean you 
keep out a title that has twa bullet- 
riddled corpses as villains? And if 
anybody can make corpses fun, i's 
NUMBER EIGHT Ennis, wo also consistently shows up 
in our Top 10 Hottest Writers seetion. Go figar 
fanboys like guns, bullets and meta-fresks, please zo 
‘comic store, and nor the lees! Guns R Us. olay? 


people are dressed 2 little too 
alternatively (y-know, unkempt and 
funkafied). The 
fandiill wich 
disembowele 


at you when y 
this poinc woul 
comic (whichis 


fim Le ond Brandan Chi 
ce ond Scat Wilions 
Hey, what would really Fappen if 
four humans were bombarded by 
ic rays? Well, Fic 
was more than 800 rads, initially 
there'd be severe nausea, vomiting 
and diarrhea due to the destroying 
and deforming cell tissue at the 
atomic level, if beta particles were’ 
present, they'd leave patches of 
fried skin called “beta burns,” and 
these four folks'd suffer a slow and agonizing death within 14 days, 
(Guess that means the FF are pretty darn lucky. 


avd Wohl Bron Haberin ond Christina Z. 
S-Mihoe Turner nd Dron, 
Ever thought about how conveniene ic must be 
Sara Pezzini to have the shapeshifting 
Wikchblade? She can handle just about every 
sination with thax gaunlet tingle: Who the ell. 
needs a Swiss Army knife when youve got the 
blade? Need t0 open a can? Use the 
Witchblade. Screws loose? No problem, use the 
Witchblade. Forgot your keys? Witchblade 
time! Need your lug nuts tightened? The 
lade’s right there, Heck, icean do so much, 
we'd never leavehome, yknow? 


OUR A (INOS! 
Pape 


17. Case on ™- bs spare #1 IMAGE 
V8. AGE, GI, #2 MARVEL 

19. CRLUAM DINA, ANARVEL 

20. FE Zo PGBS Al TOPS 


march 1997 €&E> 


FOP 100 [rer 
In December, everything wos pretty much satus quo 


‘i z H in Top 20 Lord ho ony sion jumps ere Ge 
Se ee eee ome aaa of Spwnovt th rn Hanon The Ina 
Compiled by the Wizard Pice Guide sof, ond working off the data supplied by comic ae ei os Cis Rhea 
ben rete cos he cute loving sa isng ofthe bghes- aed oniss | UM FEN a fae alee a 
for Dcembt Ceca erm onthe ght fr aesoaton of hsmanis an | ke mig Serena ir el posh 
cut boos ised in boldface type) [eae yee’ 
| hordcthon expected for Marvel o make fll 
48. Logar Shadow act (Maree!) aut $2.95 forthe says 32 page epilogue, 

49. Catwoman/Vampirella: The Furies (DC) 

50, Gen! Zine #1 (Image) IN THE MIDDLE: 
51. Sin Gy Ls, only ond etal (0.,) DCtnaly sneaks inl th chr whe dase ol 
52. Adventures of Superman #543 (DC) ‘Accs, uich shold ve placed much higher, belng on 
53 Aon Comics #730 (DC) Yelen/A crossover—ie il self could be to 
ss 54, Spider-Man: Hobgoblin Livest 22 (Narvel) blame. As JAwes once ogoin ws the highest short 
(Marvel) 55, Botman: The Long Helloween #3 (DC) ing equa file For DG he company only has seven 


. 10 (Marvel) ‘56. Pit #12 (Full Bleed) beaks in he Tp 50 hs mon (pared to Ma 
4 Spawn 257 (Image) 57. Botman: Legends ofthe Dark Knight 291 (DC vel’:30) and 31 total in the Top 100 (wth only 21. 
5. Fantastic Four #4 (Marvel) 58. Marvel Universe (Marvel) ee fey ne only 27) a No. 
6, Curse of the Spawn #4 (Image) 59, S. Wars: T.of the Jedi—G.AS. #3 (D.H.) Nels As folaTop ore ongoing files, giv- 


ing Herel ord DC chet sare of equ ile 


7. Ironton #4 (Harel) {6 Supermon: The Man of Tenarow #7 (DC) : : 

£1 Spon “The Impoler#3 {Inoge) {61 Te X-Files: Season One #6 (Tope) be a De cht 
9. Ganeration¥ #24 (Marve) 62. ighvig #5 (00) cto avesle srenies Hl less 
10. Onslaught: Epilogue (Marvel) 63, Gran Lntern #83 (00) si (eed ave) kl cy Sea ey 
11. Avengers #4 (Marvel) 64, Supergirl Plus #1 (DC) half the "Reborn eroes. Marvel's several cossovers 
12. X-Man #24 (Marvel) 65. Batman Plus #1 (DC) with Top Cow and Crusade worked wonders for heir 
13, Contin Amaia #4 (Wave) 66, Superman Pls #1 (00) indidl ses mare ses lee, wih Blisi 
14, Gen16 (image) 67, Penther #22 (00) cago he iy vant Mean, Tp Co's 
15, Xfce #43 (Marl 6, Boma: Shadow he Bo #59 (DC) The Danes began what maybe a sede, os 
16, Fodor £131 (Harel) 69, Venom: Tooth & Claw #3 (Marvel) sworn soll bing more fsa spook- 
17. Coble #40 (Marl 70, SpidetManUntnited #15 (are fest The regular less bockinhigh-onk- 
18. Magne #4 (Marvel 71. impr Guard #2 (Nave ing busines thanks Topps hanmaring ou is 
19. Amozing Spider-Mon #420 (Marvel) 72. Mars Attacks The Image Universe #1 (Image) {issues on a mare rlinble basis, The Furis book gove 
10. Gen Bone 2 (inane) 73 Ron 436 (D0) the DCond Harts onercns oy igh numbers 
21,DC/Marvel: All Acess #4 (DC) 74 Cade of Honor (Nave) 

2. clu #106 (Harel) 75, lsh 2122 (00) INTHE 

22, Incredible Hulk #450 (Marvel) 76, Catwoman #42 (D0) SECOND HALF: 

14, Deadpool #2(arvel) 77S. Wars: Xing RS—W. Princess #2 (0.1) Wolverine sul Diane markt: 
25, Spider-Man #77 (Marvel) 78. Aso Gy (ol. 2) 45 image) ea ene ss ken 
261A 82 (0 79, Gren Lantern/Flash: Faster Finds #1 (0c) | °t whan! do) high ie pits ($5.95 


ncjapei tt of many fos rng) Several 


2, Spciclr Spider-Man #243 (Warel) 0 Hash/Green Lonter: Faster Friends #2 (00) | S70 ge 

78, XSE #4 (Marvel) 81, Soperman/W, Wom: W. Gods Destay 23 (0C) ul iin he eaceentieeee 
4, Sensational Spider-Man #13 (Marvel) 82. Thier #2 (00 (e135 sian eV GS ase Foal 
50, Blisi/Wlvrine (Top Cow) 83, Journey ino Mystery #506 (Marvel) snail tetas aber etic ce 
31, Sabretooth & Mystique #3 (Marvel) 84, Wonder Woman #118 (00, idee coc pander ludteto 5 on 
3, The Darkness #2 (Top Cow) £5, What 294 (Marvel) ‘Siver Sufer 3125's "Heroes Reborn” comecion 
33.Toes of the A. of Apocalypse #1 (Marvel) ‘86. Unfold Tales of Spider-Man 218 (Marve) and Hulk btle ated is sols, nd Image’ ew 
34, Domino #2 Marvel) 7. Silver Surfer #125 (Marvel) {0d Gar, brine jnonna op made theca, 
35. The X-Files #25 (Topps) ‘8. The Dreaming #9 (D0) 

36, Boman #539 (DC) 89, Aaroel #26 (D0) ATTENTION 

37. Dawn #5 (Sirius) 90, Teen Ttons 25 (0() Comic Book 

38. Daredevil /Shi (Marvel) ‘91. WetWorks 224 (Image) RETAILERS: 

39, Weapon Zero/Silver Surfer (Top Cow) 90. Daredevil #361 (Marvel) Ifyou rar vo wuld ket par 
40. Supergi #6 (D0) 99. Wolverine Encyclopedia Vol. 2 (Marvel) ficipae in our compiling ofthe Wizard Top 
4), Shi/Daredevil (Crusade) ‘94 Spider-Man The Osborn Journal (Narvel) 100 and be candid ot spel prizes), 
42, Ghost Rider /Cyblade (Marvel) 95. Wynonna Earp #1 (Image) Please write to us the adress below. 
43, Detective Comics £706 (DQ) 96. Star Trek: Deep Space Mine #4 (Marvel) Top 100 Coordinator 

4, dy Dect: The Cue #2 (Choo) 97, Sovoge Dogon #34 (inoue) eWay 

45, Het #4 (Marvel) 98, Supethoy 236 (DQ) 151 Wells Ave. 

46, Soperman #120 (00) 499, Sor Trek: Ey Voyones #1 (Harel) Se NGI Oe 

47. Ghost Rider /Bollstic (Marvel) 100, Ei Ene’ Baddest tls #1 (Chaos) OHS CEC MOG 
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SpiderBaby Grafix Presents: 


the carnosaurs 


eee this out, attach it to your entry, put 


lope and send it to: Tyrant Contest, ¢/o 
The Legal Era Box ae, alee ny 10920-01 18. 
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Fever Dnscar 


Did you attach your art? 


stro City's getting quite a lor of 
buzz lately. With a considerable 
famount of critical acclaim and a 


move to jim Lee's Homage Comics, read- 
ers have started taking notice of the title's 
smart stories, intriguing characters and sharp 
are, But what fans are really starting to pick, 
up are the early Astro Gity (Vol. |) Image 
issues, particularly the rare #5 and #6. Not 
many copies of those books exist, and AC 
fans trying to complete their collections 
might have a tough time doing so. 

But don’t have a hairy if you can’t find 
em—if you're not looking to own these 
books, and wanna just read the stories, 
pick up the Astro City: Life in the Big City 
trade paperback, which collects all six 
issues of the previous series. And, of 
course, there's the current Astro City (Vol. 
2) to sink your teeth into. So go-out and 
read both series—it's some of the best 
comic reading there is! 


Below: JLA continues 
to impress 


JUSTICE LEAGUE 
DOES IT AGAIN! 


To nobody's surprise (except maybe a few 
stubborn retailers), DC’s new //A book is just 
about the hottest thing around right now. I's 


ED wizar 


GTC #67 


Jack-in-the-Box (above) is one reason fons re picking up Astro City 


been selling out almost everywhere, and fans 
love both the story and art. Best of all, this 
book contains the nen-stop action a title with 
seven major heroes demands, complemented 
by solid storytelling. T 
continue to moune with the appearance of sev- 
eral new and old (revamped) Justice League 
members in the coming months. Don’t worry, 
about the book turning back to the Guy Gard- 
neriBooster Gold days, though—DC promises 
the Big 7 will remain the focus of the book, 
and the way sales are going, that looks like 2 
promise they'll keep! And since Warner Bros 
has most of the characters’ licenses, and the 
studio is free to use any hero or heroes they 


excitement should 


want in a movie, wouldn’s a JLA fick be a great 
ides? 


DARKCHYLDE KEEPS 
ON ROLLING 


Ever notice something strange about cer- 
tain comics over the past few years? Some. 
books grow more and more popular, but 
new issues don’t appear on a regular sched- 
ule, and sometimes they don’t appear at 
all. The latest book to repeat this odd phe- 
nomenon is Darketyide. \t's shot to our 
Top 10 Comics list, yet new issues haven't 


been forthcoming in no one knows how 
long, But fans shouldn't fret: The title is 
moving over from Maximum Press to 
Image Comics, and what started out as a 
four-issue mini-series might become an 
‘ongoing. So grab up those early issues, 
Heats oe Nero aa eal 
be one to keep! 


Supergirl (above i one of 
DCs best ‘96 launches 


SUPERGIRL FLYING 
HIGH 


Even with a third printing of her first 
Issue, Supergilis still on the rise as one 
of 1996's best launches. Re-establishing 
the character with a brand-new sup- 
porting east, DC has yet another book 
with a strong heroine as its star, fol- 
lowing Catwoman and Wonder Woman, 
The title’s been a consistent Top 50 
charter (Even beating out the regular 
Superman titles!), and the fine work by 
Peter David and Gary Frank make it reg- 
ularly entertaining. 

If you can still find a firse printing of 
Supergir| #1 below four or five bucks, 
snatch it up, ‘cause you ain‘t gonna find it 
at that price for too long! 


Jon Warren's stil trying to find a Tickle Me 
Darkchylde doll for, 


Wizard's Top 10 
Artists* 


‘Stott Lobdeth 
Gann X Ui en 


‘Kure BUSTER 
‘iy, nl Yas a Sty 


‘Jaries Robinson Chuck Dixon 
SoramylegesT Gone feb, om drt 


* Pencilers and painters: 
‘Wizard's Top Ten Professionals lists are derived from a nationwide retailer surve} 
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survey: issue 


UESTIONS, COMMENTS &: CONCERNS 
ou Tis mag of ours, Tllus whol you thought bout his partculr 
ied best, ond what sucked sour frog-ass. Use extra poperif you're one of 


isue of WIZARD, what you 
‘ham logvinded types) 


'PRICH CHANGES 
‘Are books eling in your are for clot mare ort ss hon WIZARD isting them 2 

ifthy ore, we wanna kno st any major dreponies you feel exis in he WIZARD price quie. 
(Use extra poper if necessary.) 
ule 


rare # ‘What tt sells for in your area 


TOP TEN HOTTEST COMICS 
‘hot do you see as the hotest comics among the circle of friends you hang out with? List them below, 
‘with the hottest book at the number one slo. 


TOP TEN HOTTEST ARTISTS 
‘Who is your favorite comic book artist? Actually, we wanna know who your top 10 favorite artists are. 


ist your favorite artis in the number one slot, followed by your second favorite artist, etc. 


WE WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT 


Wend oureepavces te uivany beep 


improving he rice i 


isto keep inthe owas foe 


took fos that moe hind whi So, 
en an 
odie ney antec spe 
1 Andy hing us male oe og, 
youll get beter mag! (See Il works out in 
then) Oh ane feo palocoy iis 


sage if you do fe ke dering iiss. 


WHO ARE 


YOu? 


1 © 

Zs a 

3. 

: are (less pit) 
‘s < 

5. 

6. be Address 

1. 5 

8 5 

9. 

10 a 

‘TOP TEN HOTTEST WRITERS ° 

Hangin re, were chest done. What we need nw she of your 10 favo comic ook vers. a 
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GRADING comics 
BY CONDITION 
‘All prices listed in this guide are for 
Near Mint (NM) condition. 
‘When youe comic isn't Near Mint, you con compute the 
prc based onthe prcanages show oth Now, 
feo in mind tha on persons Min ence’ Nea 
Hind many things on odor int grading acon 
vale: soe, the spy and demand forth varius 
nudes reer ction, local vay of ie, 
Cut ppularty, nd mst impart what spatic 
canon the comics. Dann a dcr, nl a 
conic rete, lx. Wl at ely shaw yu ow 9 
vse tise gids, bt hor agree yur comis o. st 
rend along and bear you kao youl ba cl to 
eae your does i ol srs of hip onic ing 

{i might help if you grede comics on 0 10-point stole, 
vith 10 bing perf nd bigs. 


IMEEN'T (V0)= An almost perfect 9.8 to 10-07 0 10- 
‘point scale! ln libro muy guapa! To 1,2 comic must 
open: bch ite he yt ws pice, wih no 
nih dng cress oa be an as vis 
Corersare prey shag woo tec rhe fhe 
alas ar ysl dey the oe los share nd 
even he agi’ stops re fet, Many cats 
prodice lon allshor of Ht andar. Remeber, no 
infec ny love Hn i is 
‘usuolly sell for 125 to 150 pertent of price guide listings. 
‘Comics published ater 1970 in Mint jee doer to 
‘the Near Min! price, since many exist in Mint condition. 


NEAR WONT (M1): b9 on 2 10 poat 
scale Jos a noth or fr below perfec. It might appear a 
‘be Mi, but won ds iepecin, ry flows on be 
deed. The gloss ond coor re oustandg. Comics 
this onion shou dean colecion pra, vals you's 
‘ome weirdo conic preci, lies hi ude 
efor Near Mint copes, od ore 100 percent of ice 
ide sigs 


VERY FINE (VF): A7 on oscle of 10. 

Thisis dean ond sharin ery way ad tit lace 
my oppor Neri. t dvr ong, ower, youl 
ie nor sign of use. VE comics cre 70 percent af 

aul tings, 


PINE-VERY PINE (PVP): A 6 outta 
10. Fine‘ery Fine backs re caverta, cen, bight 
copes aking the citpnss sated wih VE. ones may 
be ih elo, bot ot brow or bile Seer iy 
sts ines long espns or cores may be expaed, and 
sever tny alr peti No subscition 
cess x spine ols re alowed in his roe. anes 
may be sigh rood bu exepionl aver gloss 
‘eros. FineVery Fine books go fr 50 percet of price 
auido listings, 


ENE (EN): This rates 05 ovt of 10. Fine books 
sly at i abs ese 
ear, bl are sl lean and bright without major ceasing 
Fie boas go fr 40 pera of pice guide ings. 


VERY GOOD (VG): Avhoping 3 outa 
10 verge ot best Nery Good comics appear wed but 
‘ol abuse They have creases and mina tars, VryGaod 
books go for 15-25 erent of aude stings 


GOOD (G), FAIR (FR) and 
POOR (P): All are | ot less out of 10. These 
focks.sck They are considered below average ond 
fea worn. Tes ar th conics fat have Bean read 
and reread witout epi prseratn, Goad hoks 
fer 10 percent of pce quia sings. Fu boos can 
Fv os ages or ices ising rom th covet ands 
Tor 3 erent of pice guide sings. aor books con hve 
aissng covers; pages, ec. These Hooks re real sorry, 
andthe go fr 1 percent of pice gids sings. 


ABOUT THE 


PRICE GUIDE 


PRICING YOUR 
The WIZARD guide contains the most accurate ond. Conn 
upto-minte comic book pies aval onthe plant To fl ices esis we ee 


‘ensure that our values ore as timely as possible, we constonily 
‘communicate with our ever-expanding network of comic hook 
‘elailers ond regularly send scouts to check prices in stores and 
at shows throughout the country. Keep in mind thatthe Pic 

Guide is only a guide; prices may vary depending on the local 


avaibilty and popularity ofa 


HOW TO USE 
THE PRICE 
GUIDE 

Is cosy, ond best ofl, you ca ean 
al home. Th pie guide is rranged 
Shoei yl. sng 
trode poerbaks, annuals aneshots 
ond graphic oes are fond ofr the 
regular sing fore, ond are 
Hvis ltd pba. When 0 
tile hs been used several times for 
Aileen series, ke Legon of Sper- 
Heros, we ist al sais under hat 
ile cranelogcly. 

When a book os hanged in vase 
lat month's sting, shed by cher 
«red or ue br he comics risen 
inal is marke by ed ba. fit 
asl in vol, i's marked byte 
or. tery ne sue ond/o ile sings 
marked by gen bor A yellow bar 
indents nse tals exerining 
fea market ding cy, but os 
tal change in vale Sclist se, 
Inthe example sho blow, Acton 
Comics 8684s conic big itd for 
the fis, Acton Comics #267 hos 
st month, Action Comes 
661 hos ioppedin vale sce et 
rath, oad Action Comics #686 hos 
bean lig i ebolnfsed monkeys 
without any lato in rie. 
(Ucually,ebla infested monkeys 
probly wl sl very wel so 
thao abd xan, e's say that 
coms wh yl brs oe realy bah) 


ALPHABETICAL 
ARRANGEMENT 
‘Mio shiping otis “A,” “An,” ond 
"Tho he ling a il, 
alphobtiation is ward byword, not 
letter by leer. So, "The Amazing 
Sura’ ed nds ang” 
‘and “The Astonishing X Men” isis 
under “Astonishing "Boina: Sword 
af Argel comes before “Boimon: The 
Animated Moya” becouse we inde 
the orice "The in clphabetzing when 
it ecurs as an interior prt ofthe ile, 
Using the on. yord-a-tine 
approach, ll tis sorting with he 
word “Blog, incloing “Blood 
Space," ore used up befor we go 
tries such os “Blodtir/ Hein 
and “Bloodshot.” Abbrviotions such s 
Dr.” willbe found before les 
sfortng wih “Dragon” but ofr tiles 
slong with “Dodi.” Numeric ils 
such a5 "2099.0," wl be mixed in 
Alphabetically she numeral were 
spelled out os "Two thousand 
niney-ine.” 


for Near Mint (NM) condition. 
‘When your comic isn't Near Mint, 
You compute the price based on 
the percentages shovn below. 
Keepin mind this is only a uio, 
and percentages con vary 
depending on several factors, 
indudng age, suply and demand 
forthe vorious grades, retailer 
Iocan, loca avaabiliy ofa tile 
‘ond its current popularity. 


MINT (MM) 125-150% of pice listed. Comic after 
1970 in Mint shoud be priced atthe Near Mint pie, 
singe Mint copes are not unusual or comics after 1970. 
NEAR MINT (NM) 100% of price listed 

VERY FINE (VE) 70% of pric listed (75-80% for 
pte-1970 books) 

FINE-VERY FINE (FVF) 50% of prcelsted 
FINE (FN) 40% of price listed 

VERY GOOD (VG) 15.25% of ric listed 
GOOD (G) 10% of pric listed 

FAIR (FR) 3% of pric listed 
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NAME: jetty Ordway 

FIRST PRO WORK: inet! a short story in. 
DC Comics’ Mystery in Space #94 
CURRENT WORK: “Writing and painting 
covets f0F DC's The Power of Shazam! 
and an-eight-page story called “The 
Messenger’ for Mike Manley’s Action 
Planet Comics, which I'm trying to get 
‘out on abimonthly schedule,” 

DREAM PROJECT; “it fits into what Le 
doing.with ‘The Messenger’ because 
‘my ultimate dream project is to do 
my own charactets, like this one 
character | have called Proton.” 

HOW 1BROKE IN...“ was working in 
‘commercial act. It happened that the 
people f was working for knew I liked 
Comic book stuff, and when they got 
Work through the commercial art 
studio to-do coloring books for 
Western Publishing, Lwas put on the 
project. And that was kind of how [ 
gol noticed by DGand Marvell did 
4.DC coloring book called DC 


4 Superheroes with, puizales and game: 


‘Then I did a series of four or five of 
these ina box set for Marvel, [which] 
had the whole Marvel Universe init, 


/ 301 got to draw all of their 


Gharacters. Both of those projects had 
to go through official approval, and 
at DG, it was Paul Levitz who had to 
sign off on having an outside artist 
do licensed property. [ took these 
same samples to Chicago in. 1980, 
where DC was doing a talent search, 
and I waited like everybody. 
else.,.and it looked hopeless, When | 
finally got to the front of the ling, Joe 
Orlando was doing the critiquing. As 
he critiqued me, Paul Levitz walked 
Over and said, ‘Jerry Ordway? We've 
been trying to get in touch with you, 
but we had no way of doing it 
becatise of the studio sct-up you were 
working in. Here, give me your 
number... And from there, [ got my 
first work.” Wl Matthew Senreich, 


SBOMDEATIONS 

MARVEL (295) 56 1/4, 
1 mises senegal 150 ST 
Le nee? 

a pAGaN 


Di cones (1895) 0 pk) 
SHOT IBIS saree BO) Sd tS an 
eres eer. S1500 ghey 


ia 

[acon xovavryumaany BaIeee( RTs 

FRTAGUPIES (88) Egy. 

1 O3in eis 2 
5 Ofiaiodias 


full aw a 
1 des 450 | 94 Solty ao 
a 550 : 
3 tng pa 
4 dati eins 2 / 
hi 


1s 
19) fem 
Eo oe’ 
ie. 15) kaa 
2 Tous tecturl TTY 
6) 16 Feira 
ws 
1D Beit oroon 
v8) n pt 
1B. TH te obese. 
15120 2 7 wabinsaie 
© A indeed 3 £7 ese pe Sper ah 
20390, 7H kale TAR a rows 
OM) taco tide 
I Meson 16 tenia 
8 Mee 7m lish Z 
48 Mage as 
4b um roth Bai 
ne ‘ANNUALS 
50 Grhfaligesaed, 12a 
Semen sey 2 Nee 
ast 2 Tit Amn 
S356 tin 
5 Gall edo 20250 Iu ow 
nc 1 Osta tS Soar ery Sed. i 253 Siete 
‘CNS (ESE-PRENT 161 Spe 51 154055 reo 
0 8 FerFearot 215 | 1 tae il ST ewi) I 26 JieGeeiroe 
1 Osten ore iau, S040 Suse 5 ate 
Are sn Son | 583 Gillet Sapam sy? £00 = 000 
MMO FB orn Bt By Byes Tos Sn Ee | Ht Swi lema ie 
ngsoco : | SSSHT yy E 
smuee 596 My By Otecince300 | ae an 
$sm000 5 yell 
inna ee 0) Byes ew 
i GLAAD elec 
4 £8 stray 
Tilo 
4 Geb 
8 Get Olle 
re 
0 ecient 
1) Pen 
2 Bhi Gek ra ae 


5 gan ais 
EA i Dade ae. 
BE oR Demy 
5 65 Ko el a 
6 OES 
ES ut tp lb gem 
Piss din 


0 athe tes 
iy ates heaaen 
Sid 


2h Wet i Gi) 0 Tats 
Sea 1 aise 
ee 400 | 


eta 1s iit k BEM Vision iia fear 
4 Geils ‘are bie Bl inscixipmolemsid yee lesa 
ame 7079 ‘uilsoxois biryani 
140 Gulia Oia i tele epee “ cxdecryalseyi eee 
Llsmuheesreer thre! 


wizard:TGTC #67 


45 AGPAisctooe Gott bl: TRapnparmnnaces : sad 
iar renew 23) Me ExTHEIE MAE (00) 
P Wares ee es59 a5 | ES “1000 SIT pes ee 
Este Ndi ods 895 HULA Litt oe 
Gb cco AD | WL Ungeeasey at 48S 

SD MbSlodhls: pronto, feb vommyron 

Sahin AD | ATT | onan ce a ace a TE cu 
1 one 50 

HC MITSoaS rOMNONRIIA) nd 
fs afl wk an e.1795 


£1 Tyee nlp ad 
ede OMIM LOMBINE 250 | 


io OWNS =e 
Mmommamivel an Wagey aig om : 
Betesieteorme | yest Ven : : Magenta. ..200 2 
ri £ i Ste Ch 3 # 
: : 
1 ini 20s 
1 eae = 
cs 


ie 
2 ible, 
21 Sbstndie 


& SSESERS 


‘a aL) 
1 ies 
eo nnn tess acktanydee 1295 
sasha nao i 
lest rae 
tok eed oS 


Du misses) i [onses Dereon 
gidhtstidons 495 Z i ams (ash) 
DUSOERIREPTIP rae ioe A A Uputnisng tlf 0 
Waal ai [ecsremns eh eo aiite 
sorte asi aes 2) OM Apa Sy i 
TEESE) decce eH al 
ep 8S or 3 buns z 
‘ALTARS 6) res 1735 5 1 Op Sik Sheena 
THES 30) H Eat een 
een 8116 15: £0 lyst ance 
csr La i vabtelih eons, 
iN ss 1565 | limbeteded nD 
es ie) 15 OF WAUE eng 00 re pe 
MUU 5) gle on (1 Ona een cat Sows BF 9S 
‘es ‘hppa 35 fs (8 Gil cunt. 0 
alo ees 5 : ig a i 
NTRS 15) re i i 

‘GUST XA : Sex, es ast cla 

aw wT 8s am 0-0/8) Claoidespog 450 

25 i if r he, 1 ie gees daa, 
is ' rey soot | 
i span, 400 

2 elie cr) 


s ei A) 
we 200} NEMDAERNN ps 
a 195 : Ta 
‘iets noo i5) E 


‘a cis ey e495 
ENON lS 


1 een OoeD 
ein, 
‘eae 


Weta slew. 25 
ay : 25 


EEN (6 08) 

‘ 1 SG 0 tats 

: 3 Ile Soi, IGE an eyo DDE 
‘Sson ass la EO las ism) fal 25 

1 ole ep esa, cl st iii ESSE i) 

Shy Sewer : Taps elehk 1285 


KEY: SS ee ee] aren toe @D 


coms noox Suatway Comics Fanon ates, em gan ais 
SOREESEERS © [iia tend tbat 
tan ier 8 ek Seo Bie 
Absa sto tm i 
rea feaapramies Books igh Grapi Coles’ ge 
Hom ter Calter Cancs Patan Tae Hans 
Tsien Sanh 8 Sa 792 ee 
fardrnvaanateln, ie. Goin ah 
fuels Fireman Press ett ress Conic rapes 
Sent arto Bnts/iage 2D lt Bliges Blidad he 
ee er Aol W512 Fn OG flab CS 
So see ‘esa Oualty Foner Money Presse 
At Comics ‘Shans! Comics tac 1893 8eus fntetaimeat ramp 
Poss av ato fests Tiros ib227 Tatar Se 
immed eaaseime eit oe Hlant bast 
ent) 
A conics,e. raat? nati Frente 
Ginny Sonal amis Feen A esen Sorat 35 Pash 
Bie 250142 47 Gro ve, 1) 88 Wehen| 
HefohTiomsis@ tea es Aas amis nesartomee 
’ Mei tae rah 
tesa ai Br ane el fete FS ‘ 2 
ane, jt ‘SB neraatona a, 
er) Cop isto High pct tds ial Productos te g01 
Sth, eter Tisai Shee een Th nC 2702309 
Ht 108 nt amis Tam 38 Ten AST 
Aes anes fer ns tiptoe Saray Press eat 
v nfs 
Ties S520 ay Heit fbi elke one 
Ad 701 Tapper Press fc 0 feflod ao 
(me TESS 
Apa Productions fae one Hors Press St nertnnet oncawmarroNs 
202 Ha Sr 2b? abla 
Fel ot ‘ ee fant 
~ ere ly 
Ae ftrtaoment arert nage Eas Sate ome i 
Heth Prete Ecce (essen Fela 
h y Ie 
Die + tyra Frets tan 
‘strc Press Pte Inartee States Shenton 9005167 Gaal 
Tonvinien ja TT Ment Sa 4725 
Srl TE) eS 1580 doe Ot Sean eats 
Actietomes ypc ress ing el Press Ste 704 Asoc UAEAL 
aytaie Ha taba bee 
Hee 0818 eye 70 Vero 037 Slam ames gO 
= sb fe 
iar moms ay ok Son 518 Utes Caen ot 
heerones Mates. ee rears (LE) 
er fem Oa, Spier rai Hp 
Flint rt i, co 98 teat Segoe as 
Art ek Pradctons Two cen Sin ress ola 
0? 
wins we oe Sse Tee rss ‘MISCELLANEOUS 
ry ars ies 0 
is Mees ot pee cs ay Natit oat 
ca cl 
‘tea Prats tbh Tissrevasemi Gras WCCuls) Aa TUT 
Tiers conics og 
hastiTses THRs : TovCouProfacins The Je Ke Shao 
Vee luna ih Studs rn 6 rae re rs 
Foie, Ck 953 susisuat (ae Tp Gams ars] 4 
jew Panis 
‘ean Wari Pressnage ee ips eto te, 
acai tute anand ithe 19 
ae lone Mars Mei romp (rena tae i] 
St 
i aeamet : Paves re yee 
(elo tom omega) infer ie, Too 
4 ae youre publ 
Sota 77 Wes eee ada Maret sual Assautt alle rade 
roto, S317 Sima! tna Srey Gani Press mmonufcrer ond woud ie 
iy Sen : 
ep Patras Hoe WY 16 rote eae 
ook 6 sen, plese nd your 
‘et as, Milestone Meta 
Gia I TaMatad Sete Vz Cammuicatins company nme and sample 
fewtoh 0 HgTe me 
Bacto Comics Snfeees,  H107 Soe 
ie or perc Pte Wary ratios ith ed 
i: 2 
iret mis Neder 000 ieee, (EO Se 
Butane res iewtst f festa no amber an ong oes 
ae none ape site ametiage ieee 
inst 
Bo Mage Sts 
ae Sheds Wires Minions RESOURCE PAGE 
Sarah weo.os SID aca ay Thee te c/o Wizard Press 
tapes Pains Sl BS conve 
mits TE em TET 
Gracati 9138 Gemele R056 FS 
es pre. TS Gero seat cas yun mo HVITO9Z0 
flecirrt in re ee ashrom Comles ‘MANUFACTURERS Attn: Stephen Shamus 
‘shar tne late 1h St tarde 
Islas? Sars (Glen Cs Sy 3,7 
nko 0 ras Gedo Hs 


ITGtTC #67 


iy 
no 
Wy e 


WELCOME TO 


MISCELLANEOUS 
STUFF! 


ach month you can turn here to 
find the stuff you want-the 
coolest comics, cards, toys, 
collectibles, music and much 
more~sorry, no bait tackle or 
cow chips. If you wanna know 
more... just call or drop us aline. 


ADVERTISERS: 

Wizard is the leading maga- 
zine about comic books and 
related entertainment. 
‘SPECIAL OFFER FOR LINE ADS. 

that fallinto our*GOT IT/WANTIT” (for 
wanting, buying, selling or trading your 
best), and “JOBS AND SUCH” (artists 
searching for writers, writers searching 
forinkers,inkers searching for publishers, 


etc, categories), 
CONTACT: 


Karen Evora 
Special Sections Acct. Manager 
Wizard Press Advertising 
151Wells Avenue 

Congers, NY 10920 

tel: (914) 268-3907 x144 

fax: (914) 268-5386 

email: FullPageT@aol.com 


GIANT SUPERHERO. SCIENCE FICTION ACTION 
FAGURE & COLLECTIBLE TVs TED 


rer tra Freddy Kreger «Cocky sad ther fy ines 
Send $500 


Figures fee. PO. Bor 19487 Jokeston RI 02919 
WE STOCK ALL TEMS I OUR CATALOG AND OFFER FAST 
PROMPT SHIFPDIS WORLOWIDE” 


Giant Mlustrated Catalog 


] mareVisa"MC'UPS, Seed 1 lor catalog or visit 
3] ELDORADO COMICS, P.O. Box 3630-W, 
{| 2110 E. Re 70, Cherry Hill, NJ_OB034 


are our specialty, from small press o Silver Age: 
We also stock cards and action figures, 
Call:80S-488-1198. Bone, CFD, Darkchyide, 
Darknass, Dawn Gen 13 Himan, Hulk #181, 
iohany, Poison Elves, Preacher 5) 


MORNING STAR 
COMICS 


OFFER THE BEST IN CUSTOMER SERVICEI! SEND. 
SI FOR CATALOG!! P.0. BOX 416, GLENWOOD, 


iF Dept. 
side, CA 82547. (80) 
Fax (908) 684.8819, ema, zreen’men.com, 


ebsites nt / wry com cory /epeenmeadeits 


IS YOUR SOURCE FOR QUALITY INDEPENDENTSH = 
RETAILER INQUIRIES ENCOURAGED! WE ALSO. 


NJ_07418 (201) 875-2271 PHONE/FAX 


a 


X-FILES FANS! _ 


Sissel iia 


WANTED: inke's, Letters, colorists 
‘Sond samples to: Ninth Level Comics 


oe 98 
Hofiman Estates, iL 60795 


‘Write for 0 catalog: 

») Fireman Pres i. 

my i 5) 7430. Humboldt 
€ >) takes WI 53212 
414.263.3963 


Wt 
. 
on-line / sti 
THE GREAT ASTEROID X 
SCAVENGER HUNT IS ON! 
Iyou're a 
afford to miss thi 


CENSORSHIP 
IN COMICS 
Support the 
1s, CBLDF's 
%. efforts to pro- 
= tect the First 
S Amendment 
Rights of all 
omic book professionals, Send 
lonations to: PO Box 693, 
jorthampton, MA 01061 or call 
(800) 992-2533 for a free copy of 
USTED), the CBLDF newsletter. 


mara 


E.PHELPS COMPANY ‘Sig? 


J BOX 22401-WD, CLEVELAND, OHIO 44122 


march 1997 


hows & Conventions 


‘These listings are as accurate as we can get 'em, but Wizard always recommends phoning ahead before you attend an event—show 


information sometimes changes after we go to press. With that in mi 


CALIFORNIA 


COMICS, TOYS & COLLECTIBLES SUPER 
BLOW-OUT SALE & EXPO, Cow Palace 
(lower exhibit hall—Gate 5), Geneva & San- 
tos, 150 tables @ $160 each, $5 admission, 
children under 6 free (bring this issue of Wiz- 
‘ard and receive $1 off, one per person—pho- 
tocopies accepted), |Oam-5pm both days. This 
expo will feature Golden, Silver & Modern 
‘comics, toys, animation, Magic: The Gathering 
(cournament & open gaming), non-sports, Star 
Wars, Scar Trek memorabilia and more. This 
show includes a SUPER SALE, individual col- 
lectors, retalers and exhibitors will be blow- 
Ing out their personal collections and clearing 
‘out thelr inventory (old & new comics and 
toys) at INSANE prices. Private collectors, frst 
time exhibitors and retallers are encouraged 
to participate. Call our fiotline for guest and 
program updates. Program subject vo change. 
Contact: Bill Lee, Expo Hor Line @ 415-522- 
3838 for details or e-mail <geomancer @earth- 
Tinkne>: 


FEBRUARY 16, WILMINGTON 
TRISTATE COMIC CON, Radisson Hotel, 
Re. 202 next to Concord Mall from I-95 exit 
North (head towards West Chester). Ist 
‘able $70 each, $65 each additional, $3 admis- 
sion, Iam-4pm. Buy, sell or trade with the 
areas finest Comic, Toy, Video, Non-sport & 
Gaming card & Original Art dealers. Hourly 
door prizes to be given away as well 253 spe- 
cial mystery grand prize at 3:30pm. Special 
guests: JLA and JUXs John Dell & Howard 
Porter, others TBA. Call for additional guest 
list, Contact: Tri-State Comics @ 302-529- 
7422 for additional details. 


FLORIDA 


MARCH 15-16, ORLANDO 
MEGACON'97, Orange County Convention 
‘Center, 9800 Inarnational Dr, $12 admission 
{or one day, $20 for ewo days, iOam-Bpm. The 
Jargest convention inthe Southeast. MegaCon 
features over 100 guests and professionals 
Special gests include: Bact, Peter Chung (cre 
ator of "Aeon Fux’), Tony Daniel, Dark One, 
Peter David, Jack Gray, Robb Horan, Steven 
Hughes, Jason Jensen, Josue Justiniano, Ray 
Lago, Joe Madureira, Moebius, Shelly Moldoft, 
‘George Pérer, Brandon Peterson, Brian Pulido, 
Humberto Ramos, John Romita Sr., Julius 
Schware, Al Simmons, . Michael Straczynski 
(creator of "Babylon 5"), Tim Townsend, 
Willam Tucci, plus The Warrior. MANY more 
guests to be announced. Hundreds of dealers, 
publishers and exhibits! Activities include panel 
discussions, ots of gaming, animation room, 
slide shows, publisher presentations and much 
more! For more information cal Syline Pro- 
motions @ 407-509-0905. 


MARCH 16, ORLANDO 
JOHNCON, Orlando Marriot-International 
Drive, | mile East of the Orlando Convention 
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(Center at the intersection of International Drive 
and Sand Lake Rd., $1 admission, 9am-6pm. 
Prepare yourself for the largest Johncon ever! 
‘Over $00 boxes of comics to be blown out at 
cheap, cheap, cheap prices or even less depend- 
ing on how much you purchase. Add silver age, 
toys, game cards, small press publishers and a 
‘Magic Tournament. We've got the makings for 
the best Johneon ever! Join us and enjoy one 
fof the most unique comic shows around. For 
more information call Orlando's oldest comic 
book warehouse stare, the Giant Comic Book 
‘Warehouse @ 407-695-1953. 


HEINOIS 


FEBRUARY 2&MARCH2, 
OAK LAWN 

COMICS AND MORE SHOW, Fatima K of C, 
5830 W, 95th St. Bf. cables @ $25 each, $1 
admission, 9am-3pm, setup: Bam-9am, Free 
Parking, We'll feature toys, comics, sports and 
nnon-sports cards, action figures, publications 
and GAMES STUFFI!! Contact: John Leary @ 
708-423-1758. 


FEBRUARY 16, PALATINE 
‘COMIC BOOK & ACTION FIGURE SHOW, 
Ramada Hotel, Northwest Hivy & Route $3. 60 
tables @ $30-§35 each, $2 admission, children 
under 13 FREE, 9:30am-3pm. We'll feature 
‘Comics, Action Figures, Starting Lineups, Star 
Wars, Star Trek, Sports cards, Gil Joe, Macch- 
box, Hot Wheels, Non-Sports cards, hard to 
find items and much, much more. For more 
information contact: Keith Boyer @ WP Pro- 
motions (B47) 776-0216 


FEBRUARY 16 & MARCHI6, 
TrAScA 

Comix Ete, COMIC, TOY, NON-SPORTS 
CARD & CCG EXTRAVAGANZA, Nordic 
Hills Resort, | mile West of Rt 53 on Swift 
Rd, 60 dealer tables available @ $40 each or 
2 for $70, $2 admission (children 12 & under 
FREE!!!), 9:30am-4pm. We'll be featuring 
1,000s of comics & tays including Star Wars, 
XMen, Spawn and many more. Included in 
the days events will be a Star Wars Tourna- 
ment & Sanctioned Magic Tournament. Also 
sign up for an arena style Mirage Booster 
Drafe (cost of boosters included in encry fee). 
For more information contact: Tim @ 815- 
729-4019 or Mark, Hey Dude Comics @ 
708-686-0171 


FEBRUARY 23 & MARCH 23, 
ORLAND PARE 

COMICS AND MORE SHOW, Civic Center, 
cone block west of LaGrange Rd. at 147th Street 
6ft. tables @ $30 each or 2 for $55, $1 admis- 
sion, 9am-3pm, set-up: 730-9am, Well feature 
comics, toys, non-sporss and sports cards, mem- 
corabilia, action figures plus free open games 
Including Magic and Star Wars. Contact: John 
Leary @ 708-423-1758, 


MARCH BETTENDORF: 
COMIC SALE, Holiday Inn, $1 admission, Sam- 
3pm. Featuring Comics, Non-Sports Card 


time for all you comic-hungry hordes to go conventioneering! 


Show, Milkcaps, Hot Wheels, Collectible Toys 
and Racing related items, For more informa- 
thon call 319-893-6605, 


LOUISIANA 


FEBRUARY 16, LAFAYETTE 
COMIC AND CARD CONVENTION, Holi- 
day Inn Holidome, 2032 N.E. Evangeline 
Thruway. 20 tables @ $45 each, $1.50 admis- 
sion, I0am-Spm, Door prize drawings every 30 
‘minutes for comies and cards. Free pack of comic 
‘cards with ad and paid admission, Contact: Mark. 
Hlayinka @ 713-293-8676, 


FEBRUARY 23, BATON ROUGE 
COMIC AND CARD CONVENTION, Radis- 
son Hotel, |-10 ae the College Drive exit. 35 
tables @ $55 each, $1.50 admission, [Qam-Spm. 
Door prize drawings every 30 minuces with 2 
'$100 spending spree at 4:30pm. Show us your 
Wiaard and receive a free pack of comic cards 
‘with paid admission. Contact: Mark Hlavinia @ 
713-293-8676, 


MARYLAND 


FEBRUARY 9, GLEN BURNIE 
JUBILEE'S COMIC BOOK, TOYS AND NON- 
SPORTS CARD SHOW, Holiday Inn (North) 
6323 Ritchie Hwy Re. 2, exit 3A off 695. | 
table $60 each, 2 or more $50 each, $3.50 
admission, MENTION THIS WIZARD AD and 
RECEIVE 50 CENTS OFF THE REGULAR 
PRICE, 10am-4pm. Dealers will be selling 
comics, toys, non-sports cards and comic 
related Items. Activites include: Ist 25 people 
in ine will get into the show for $2, Arc con- 
test (art drawn at show), cash, prizes and door 
prize drawings. For information or dealer tables 
contact: Gayle R. Huey @ 301-292-4587 or 
Fax 301-203-0159 (ASK FOR OUR FREE 
CONVENTION CALENDAR). 


FEBRUARY 16, TIMONIUM, 
Comic Book, Non-Sports Cards and Action 
Figures and Japanese Animation Show Pre- 
sented by Clandestine Comics. Holiday Inn- 
Timonium, 2004 Greenspring Dr. rake -695 to 
BBN Exe 16 Ease Turn righ at frselighhorel 
on the right, 25 cables @ $45 each, $2 admis- 
sion CHILDREN UNDER 5 ARE FREE. ITAM- 
4°M, Door prize drawings throughout the day. 
Special est artists to be announced, For desler 
information contact: Fred Edeson @ 410-730- 
8093, 


‘MARCH 2, BALTIMORE 
JUBILEE'S COMIC BOOK, TOYS & NON- 
SPORTS CARD SHOW, Days Hotel, 1-83 
exit 17 Timonium. | table $60 each, 2 or 
more $50 each, $3.50 admission, MENTION 
THIS WIZARD AD and RECEIVE 50 CENTS, 
OFF THE REGULAR PRICE, 10am-4pm. 
Dealers will be selling comics, toys, non- 
sports cards and comic related Items. Activ- 
ities include: Ist 25 people in line will get 
into the show for $2. Art contest (art drawn 
‘at show), cash, prizes and door prize draw- 
ings. For information or dealer tables con- 
tact: Gayle R, Huey @ 301-292-4587 or Fax 
301-203-0159 (ASK FOR OUR FREE CON- 
VENTION CALENDAR). 


MARCH 8, SILVER SPRING 
(Washington D.C. area) 
JUBILEE'S COMIC BOOK, TOYS & NON- 
SPORTS CARD SHOW, Armory Place, 925. 
Wayne Avenue. | table @ $65 each, 2 table 
$60 cach, 3 tables or more $55, $3.50 admis 
sion, MENTION THIS WIZARD AD and 
RECEIVE 50 CENTS OFF THE REGULAR 
PRICE, 10am-4pm. Dealers will be selling 
comics, toys, non-sports cards and comic 
related items. Activities include: |st 25 people 
in line will get into the show for $2, Are con- 
test art drawn at show), cash, prizes and door 
prize drawings. For information or dealer tables 
contact: Gayle R. Huey @ 301-292-4587 or 
Fax 301-203-0159 (ASK FOR OUR FREE 

CONVENTION CALENDAR). 


| _ MASSACHUSETTS | 


FEBRUARY 16, BOSTON 
NORTHEAST COMICON EXPO, The 
Colonnade Hotel, 120 Huntington Ave, across 
from the Prudential Center. Call for table and 
prices, $5 admission (children under 6 are 
FREE!),|Oam-4pm. Confirmed guests include 
Matt Broome (Grifter, WildCAT =, DefCon 
4), Mark Morales (X-Force, Rise of Apoca- 
lypse), Anthony Castrllo (X-Force, X-Men 
°96) Pop Mahn (Ghost Rider, Marvel Fanfare), 
Keith Williams (Star Wars: Droids, 
Lobo/Mast), Louis Small. (Vampieells Strikes: 
Vampirella Annual, Insidious), Caesar (Vam= 
pirella Strikes, Vampirella Annual) Jamal [gle 
(Daredevilshi, Tomoe/Wicchblade), Million 
“Year Picnic, Gene Ha (Askension, Adventures 
of Cyclops and Phoenix). Contact: Shirley 
Simms, Exodus Encortainment @ 800-888- 
‘9051 (pint 6000918). 


FEBRUARYI6, 

SOUTH ATTLEBORO 
NON-SPORT CARDS, COMIC a TOY 
SHOW, South Attleboro Knights of Colum- 
bus Hall, 305 Highland, Re. 123 W, exit 38 off 
Re. 95, 59 tables @ $45 each, $3 admission, 
children always FREE, !0am-4pm. Thousands of 
comics at low, low, low prices and thousands 
of single cards too!!! Contact Harry Martin @ 
508-359-8611 


NEW JERSEY 


FEBRUARY 9, CLIFTON 
CLIFTON COMIC BOOK EXPO., Clifton 
Recreation Center, 1232 Main Ave, Rr. 46 t0 
Piaget Ave, right onto Main Ave, 4 blocks on 
left. corner of Main & Washington, 30 tables @ 
$40 each, $2 admission, children under 6 & 
second parent FREE (free comic with paid 
admission), 10am-4pm. Comics from GA to 
present, non-sports cards & action figures, 
hourly door prizes, 2 no minimum bid auc 
tions. Northern New Jersey's longest-running 
comic book show. Contact: John Paul @ 201- 
783-0608, 


FEBRUARY 23, WAYNE 
WAYNE COMIC BOOK EXPO, Wayne Hol- 
‘day Inn, Rt 46E Service Rd, or Re. 285 to Re. 
46E Service Rd. 30 tables @ $55 each, $2 
admission, children under 6 & second parent 
FREE ([ree comic book with paid admission), 
Iam-4pm. Comics from GA to present, non 
sports cards & action figures, hourly door 
prizes, 2 no minimum bid auctions, Friendly, 
Reputable Dealers Only! Contact: John Paul 
@ 201-783-0608, 


MARCH 15-16, 
SOUTH PLAINFIELD 

THE WORLD OF CARDS & COMICS 

CONVENTIONS, The Middlesex Mall ar 


Hadley & Stelton Rd., over 69 quality 8 ft 
tables @ $100 on Saturday, $65 on Sun- 
day or $150 for both days. Free admission, 
Saturday: |0am-9:30pm, Sunday I lam-Spm. 
Comic books, sports and nen-sporss cards, 
supplies, artwork, toys, coins, memorabilia 
and more at one of New Jersey's longest 
Funning shows. Quality dealers selling, buy- 
ing and trading quality merchandise. MAGIC 
TOURNAMENT BOTH DAYS. Come 
experience a great show in a great mall. 
Shop till you drop and not a penny to get 
in, Visit us once and you'll be back month 
after month, THANK YOU! Contact: T] @ 
908-968-3886, 


NEW YORK 


FEBRUARY 23, NEW YORE, 
COMIC BOOK SHOW, New Yorker Horel, 
34th St & 7th Ave., (2 blocks from Penn Sta- 
tion and Madison Square Garden in Mideown 
Manhatzan) 50 ables, $4 admission, 10am-Spm, 
‘The longest-running comic book show in New 
York (13 YEARS). Featuring the area's best 
vendors of Modern, Silver and Golden-Age 
Comics, Toys, Non-Sports Cards, ete, Guest 
TBA. Contact Fred Greenberg Conventions 
@ (908) 788-6245. 


MARCH 8, NEW YORE 
THE BIG APPLE COMIC CON, St. Paul's 
church auditoriam, 9th Ave. between 59th & 
0th Street $5 admission, !0am-4pm. Top 
dealers buying & selling Gold, Siver & Modern 
omic books, toys, videos & non-spores cards. 
‘Tons of giveaways & rafies. Over 50 artists & 
‘writers. Special guests to be announced, For 
fan & dealer info and to get on our mailing list 
‘write or call Big Apple Conventions inc. 67-53 
Woodhaven Blvd. Suite 102, Rego Park, NY 
11374, Hotline 718-275-1567, check out our 
Website: wnivw.digdomdes.com/BIGAPPLE, 


‘MARCH 9, NEW YORE 
THE NEW YORK TOY FESTIVAL, Marriot 
East, 525 Lexington Ave, 49th St. $5 admis- 
sion, |Oam-4pm. The NEW YORK TOY 
FESTIVAL is back, baby! Thousands and 
thousands of sensational coys are here for 
you. You know the ones. Those impossi- 
ble, hard-to-find cays you only read about. 
STAR WARS, BARBIE, BATMAN, SPAWN, 
MARVEL SUPERHEROES, STARTING 
LINEUPS, STAR TREK & TONS MORE, 
You've just died and gone to Action Figure 
Heaven! Oh yeah, we've gor comics and 
cards, too. Not to mention more @H/$%" 
Action Figures!! THE NEW YORK TOY 
FESTIVAL assumes no responsibility for 
those of weak health when they freak out 
‘over the avalanche of toys given away from 
the absolute best toy companies! Unbe- 
lievable RARE toys! McFarlane Toys. Play- 
mates, Ban-Dai, Kenner, Toy Biz. Hey, 
somebody dial 911, ‘cause this much excite- 
ment has got to be illegal! Don't miss the 
only toy show in the big city, THE NEW 
YORK TOY FESTIVAL. For more informa- 
tion contact: Max Gottfried @ 718-441- 
9868 Monday-Saturday 9am-7pm ONLY. 


FEBRUARY 9& MARCH16, 
COLUMBUS 

JUBILEE’S COMIC BOOK, TOYS AND. 
NON-SPORTS CARD SHOW. Holiday Inn 
(East), 1-70 & Hamilton Road, exit 107. 1 
table $60 each, 2 or more $50 each, $3.50 
admission, MENTION THIS WIZARD AD 
and RECEIVE 50 CENTS OFF THE REGU- 


LAR PRICE, |0am-4pm. Dealers will be 
selling comics, toys, non-sports cards and 
comic related items. Activities include: Ist 
25 people in line will get into the show for 
$2. Art concest (art drawn at show), cash, 
prizes and door prize drawings, For infor- 
‘mation or dealer tables contact: Gayle R. 
Huey @ 301-292-4587 or Fax 301-203- 
0159 (ASK FOR OUR FREE CONVEN- 
TION CALENDAR). 


MARCH 2, COLUMBUS 
BUCKEYE COMIC CON, Holiday Inn West, 
1-270 at exit 10 Roberts Rd. 40 tables @ $55 
each, $3 admission, children 6 & under FREE. 
lam-pm. Hourly door prizes, action figures, 
Magic cards & non-sport cards, Free comic to 
1st 25 attendees. Special guests: H. Williams 
Ill, Mick Gray—both artists of justice Riders, 
Starman Ann. #1, Batman: LOTOK #s 86-68 & 
Green Lantern #80). For more information 
please contact: Jeff Harper @ 330-499-6056 
or e-mail JeffHarpro@aol.com. 


MARCH 9, DAYTON 
JUBILEE'S COMIC BOOK, TOYs AND 
NON-SPORTS CARD SHOW, Holiday Inn 
(Dayton Mall), I-75 exit 44, Miamisburg. | 
table $60 each, 2 or more $50 each, $3.50 
admission, MENTION THIS WIZARD AD 
and RECEIVE 50 CENTS OFF THE REGU- 
LAR PRICE, 10am-4pm. Dealers will be sell- 
ing comics, toys, non-sports cards and comic 
related items. Activities include: Ist 25 peo- 
ple in line will get into the show for §2, Are 
contest (art drawn at show), cash, prizes and 
door prize drawings. For information or dealer 
tables contact: Gayle R. Huey @ 301-292- 
4587 or Fax 301-203-0159 (ASK FOR OUR 
FREE CONVENTION CALENDAR), 


MARCH 9, YOUNGSTOWN 
YOUNGSTOWN-WARREN COMIC CON, 
Holiday Inn Metroplex, I-80 & Re. 193 (exit 
229) Belmont Ave. 28 tables @ $45 each, 
$2 admission, children 6 & under FREE. 
J0am-4pm. Hourly door prizes, action fig 
tures, Magic cards. Free comic to Ist 25 atcen- 
dees. For more information please contact: 
Jeff Harper @ 330-499-6056 or e-mail: 
Jeffklarpro@AOL.com, 


FEBRUARY 23, PORTLAND 
PORTLAND COMIC BOOK SHOW, #46 
Rose Garden Complex in exhibit hall of 
Memorial Coliseum. 200 cables @ $100 each, 
$4 admission, 1Oam-Spm. Star Wars cre- 
‘tors: Andy Mangels, writer Boba Fett, Bran- 
don MeKinney, artise "Star Wars” Big Litele 
Books, Killian Plunkett, Artist Droids, Shad- 
‘ows of the Empire, Steve Perry (writer Shad- 
‘ows of the Empire Paperback), Chris Rush 
(writer New Rebellion). Celebrace Diversity 
creators: Are Adams (Monkeyman & 
(O’Brien), Brent Anderson (Kure Busiek’s 
Astro City), Donna Barr (Desert Peach), 
Kure Bustek (Kurt Busiek’s Astro City), Paul 
Chadwick (Concrete), Randy Emberlin 
(Ghost), Michael Eury (Adv. of the Mask), 
Phil Foglio (XXXenophile), Michael Gilbert 
(Mr. Monster), Roberts Gregzory (Naughty 
Bits), Jef Mariotte (Hazard), Ken Meyer (Cal- 
ibrations), Steve Oliff Spawn Colorist), James 
Owen (Starchild), Larry Stroman (Tribe). 
Second Genesis 503-788-1031, 


PENNSYEYARIA 
FEBRUARY 9, PHILADELPHIA 


COMIC-CON, Holiday Inn, 4th and Arch 
Streets. 44 tables @ $65 each or 2/$120, $3.50, 


march 1997 EB 


admission (mention this Wreard ad for $1 off 
anyone in your parey!), 10am=4pm. Come to 
the Philadelphia areas best show with great 
door prizes every hour starting at lam and 
2 $100 in show exsh (good for any merchan- 
dise ac the show) given away at 3pm. Dealers 
{rom states sling, crading and buying comics, 
nnon-sports cards, gures and videos from the 
1940s to present-day. Two to four special 
guests to be announced, o call the weekend 
Of the show for the latest lst or check with 
your local comic shop a week before the show. 
Contact: Derek Woywood of Collectors 
Comics @ 609-782-0817. 


FEBRUARY 22-23, 
‘PHILADELPHIA 

COMIC BOOK, SPORTS CARD, NON- 
SPORTS CARD & COLLECTIBLES CON- 
VENTION, NE Phila, National Guard 
Armory, Roosevele Blvd. & Southhampton 
Rd (one mile South of exit 28 off the PA 
Turnpike). 166 8-fe. cables @ $135 exch or 
2 @ §250, FREE admission, 10am-Spm both 
days, Featuring toys, memorabilia, etc. Deal- 
ers from 15 states. Comic artists co be 
announced. For more information contact: 
Nell Poppel @ 215-579-0731. 


FEBRUARY 23, PITTSBURGH 
THREE RIVERS COMIC & NON-SPORTS 
CARD CONVENTION, Holiday Inn Green- 
tree, 401 Holiday Dr., 1-279 at exit 4 off 
Mansfield Ave. 40 tables @ $45 each, $2 
admission, children 6 & under FREE. |Oam- 
4pm. Hourly door prizes, action figures, 
Magic cards. Free comic to Ist 25 atten- 
dees. For more information please contact: 
Jeff Harper @ 330-499-6056 or e-mail: 
Jeffltarpro@AOL.com 


APRIL 18-20, MONROEVILLE 
1997 PITTSBURGH COMICON, admission 
$10/day, or $25/ three day pass. Tournaments: 
Sear Wars, Marvel OverPower, AD&D and 
Magic the Gathering (2500.00). Panel discus- 
sions, charity auctions, all ages charity casino 
right. Guests include: Rob Liefeld, Brian Pulido, 
Seaven Hughes, Jason Jensen, Justiniano, Michael 
Turner, David Wohl, D-Tron, Everette Hart- 
soe, Carmen Electra, Charles Vess, Lous Small 
Jr Mike Heisler, Dennis Heisler, Rob Prior, 
Ed Beard J, Brom, Keith Parkinson, Wright- 
son, TSR, Top Cow, Decipher, Chaos, Dia- 
‘mond, Maximum Press. For more information 
call 814-467-4116, fx 814-467-4416 or write 
Picesburgh Comicon, 1002 Graham Ave, Wind- 
ber, PA’ 15963, 


TENNESSEE 


FEBRUARY 7-9, COOKEVILLE 
PARADISE SHOW PROMOTIONS PRESENTS, 
Cookeville Mall exit 287. 50 8-f. cables @ $75 
tach or $50 each additional, Mall hours. Some 
thing for everyone, lots of family fun, plenty of 
hard to find collectibles. Barbies, tar Wars, Star 
Trek Sports Cards, Comics, Non-Sports Cards, 
Racing Collectibles, Toys, Posters and Disney 
items. For dealer and show information contact 
James Vaughn @ 423-577-9825 or Scott Mayes 
(@ 423-483-3831, This is another Paradise Show 
Promotion. DON'T MISS IT! BE THERE! 


FEBRUARY 15, KNOXVILLE 
‘THE KNOXVILLE COMIC CON, Ramada 
Inn, Cedar Bluff Road. Call for dealer table 
booking, $2 admission, 10am-Spm. Lots of 
Comics, Cards, Magic cards, Action Figures, 
Star Wars, Star Trek and X-Files, Sci-Fi Col- 
lectbles and toys. Door prizes every 1/2 hour 
and special gift to first 25 people through the 
door, For more information contact: Steve 
(@ 423.933.9820. 
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TEXAS 


FEBRUARY 2, AUSTIN 
COMIC AND CARD CONVENTION, Four 
Points Sheraton North, 7800 North IH-35 at 
Hwy 183, 35 ables @ $55 each, $2 admission, 
0am-Spm. Door prize drawings every 30 min- 
tuces with 2 §100 spending spree at 4:30pm. 
Show us your Wizard and receive a free pack. 
of comic cards with paid admission. Contact: 
Mark Hlavinka @ 713-293-8676. 


FEBRUARY 8, HOUSTON 
COMIC AND CARD CONVENTION, Hilton 
Southvvest Hotel, 6780 Southwest Frwy. exit ilk 
‘raft 30 ables @ $70 cach, $2 admission, 9:30am- 
“4pm. Door prize drawings every 30 minutes with a 
$100 spending spree ac 3:30pm. Show us your Wiz- 
ard and receive a free pack of comic cards with paid 
admission. Contact Mark Hlavinka @ 713-293-8676. 


FEBRUARY 9, SAN ANTONIO 
COMIC AND CARD CONVENTION, 
Embassy Suites Hotel, I-10W ac 410 West 
behind Malibu, 25 tables @ $55 each, $1.50 
admission, 9:30am-4pm, Door prize drawings 
every 30 minutes with a $75 spending spree 
at 30pm, Show us your Wizard and receive 
afree pack of comic cards with pald admission 
‘Contact: Mark Hlavinka @ 713-293-8676. 


FEBRUARY 16, HOUSTON 
COMIC AND CARD CONVENTION, Holiday 
Jn Select, Park 10 West, I-10 W. at Hy 6 
across fram Sam's, $0 tables @ $70 each, $2 
admission, 10am-Spm. Door prize drawings 
‘every 30 minutes with a §100 spending spree 
at 4:30pm. Show us your Wizard and receive 
a free pack of comic cards with paid admis- 
sion, Contact: Mark Hlavinka @ 713-293-8676. 


FEBRUARY 22, HOUSTON: 
COMIC AND CARD CONVENTION, Holiday 
Jnn Hobby Airport, 9100 Gulf Frwy., 1-45 exit 
College Airport. 40 tables @ $65 each, $2 
admission, 9:30am-4pm, Door prize drawings 
‘every 30 minutes with a $100 spending spree 
at 3:30pm. Show us your Wizard and receive 
1 free pack of comic cards with paid admis- 
sion, Contact: Mark Hlavinka @ 713-293-8676. 


MARCH2, TYLER 
EAST TEXAS TOY SHOW, Holiday Inn, 3310 
Troup Hwy, !0am-Spm. Action Figures, 
‘Comies, Sports Cards, Star Wars, Star Trek, 
Barbie, Gil Joe, DC, Die-cast, McDonald's Toys, 
new vintage toys, exe. Door prizes. For more: 
information please call 903-675-4670, 


APRIL 5-6, MESQUITE 
DALLAS COLLECTORS CONVENTION ‘The 
Southwest's Largest Comic Book Convention,” 
Big Town Convention Center, 1-20 at Big Town 
Bivd. 175 tables @ $150 each cal for availabil 
ity, $7 admission per day, $10 for both days, 
tickets at the door, children 7 and under FREE 
‘with paid adult. Saturday 10am-7pm, Sunday, 
| lam-Spm, Special guest: Scan “The Man” Lee, 
Mastermind of Marvel's Explosive Silver Age, 
‘featuring national dealers specializing in comics— 
Golden age to present, toys, non-sports cards, 
art, Star Wars and more. For more informa- 
ton contact James Mayfield @ 972-530-2486, 


FEBRUARY 16, FAIR OAKS 

JUBILEE'S COMIC BOOK, TOYS & NON- 
‘SPORTS CARD SHOW, Holiday ina (Fair Oaks) 
11787 Lee Jackson Hwy (RT.S0) | table $60 
each , 2 or more $50 each, $3.50 admission, 
MENTION THIS WIZARD AD and RECEIVE 50 
(CENTS OFF THE REGULAR PRICE, !Qam-pm. 


Dealers will be selling comics, toys, non-sports 
‘ards and comic related items. Activities include: 
13¢ 25 people inline will get into the show for 
$2. Arcconvest (art drawn at show), cash, prizes 
‘and door prize drawings. For information or 
dealer tables contact: Gayle R. Huey @ 301- 
292-4387 or Fax 301-203-0159 (ASK FOR OUR 
FREE CONVENTION CALENDAR). 


MARCH 2, MCLEAN 
CAPITAL ASSOCIATES’ TYSONS CORNER 
MONTHLY COMIC BOOK AND TRADING. 
CARD SHOW, Tysons Corner Westpark Hotel, 
8401 Westpark Drive, take exit 10 (Route 7 
West) off |-495, 1-1/2 miles west on Route 7 
and the hotel is on the right, just past Route 7 
and Route 23 intersections, 703-734-2800. 90 
‘ables @ $65 It rable, $60 2nd table, $55 each 
additional able, !Oam-4pm, $2 admission, chit 
dren under 5 FREE. Guests: Call for updated list 
(Contact Jefrey Scott Rocen @ 703-912-1993, 


Places to Go 
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TEXAS 
EVERY WEEKEND IN FEBRUARY, 
‘SAN ANTONIO 
COLLECTORS CITY! 6800 Hucbrer. Bf tables 
|@ $20 per table per day (TABLES COME 
WITH PEGBOARD WALIS). Dealers save 
“money with our low rates. Free Admission. 
“15,000 sq, feof all your favorite collectibles, 
‘Comics (New and Old), Acton Figures, Start- 
‘ing Lineups, Barbies, Hot Wheels, Gil. Joes, 
Sports Cards, Magic Cards, Movie Posters, 
‘Video Sales, Rental of Manga, SC-Fi and mare 
all under one roof. Magie Tournaments every 
‘Weekend. Large selection of Star Wars, Scar 
‘Trek and X-Files collectibles. COLLECTORS | 
CITY, a ene stop shopping experience for all 
‘your favorite collectibles. Coneact COLLEC- | 
‘TORS CITY @ 210-681-4977. 


FEBRUARY (VALENTINE’S MONTH 
SPECIAL) EVENTS, SAN ANTONIO 
HEROES & FANTASIES. Valntne’s Day weak 
tend sale for couples! Buy 2 get | FREE on Feb. 
14-16, Applies to back issue comics, single 
sports cards, Magic singles (& other: CCGS), 
‘Action Figures, T-Shirts. Atall Six Heroes & 
Fantasies Locations: 6780 Ingram Ran Ingram 
Square), 226 West Bitters Rain Embassy 
(Oaks), 7103 Blanco Rosd (st Loop 410),2359 
Austin Hwy (et Perrin-Beitel), 8407 Bandera 


Bel (Bandera ), 914 East Pat Booker 
eeeren on pS 


es 


niet ich 


If you'd like to use 
Wizard's magic to help 
advertise your comic 


book event, call 
Karen Evora at 
(914) 268-3907. 


NEW SUPERMAN COSTUME 


‘COVER AND FREE pau 
FREE Pq -.. 
DARKNESS (i \ "man [i 
HOLOCHROME CARD 


m9 (mPa, KAN 2 


‘comic book intelligence quotient 


Smell Wi Vole Day upon shat belove 
yo calhngo whiff of nthe at Wi tht nin, 
wel be grating you comic knvdedge agains! ha 
‘pe tote nbeing fot nove wh cos 
Score Rank 


0-4 Kno ‘that our comic collections are. 
‘rt minsand wfc on 
fenmoate et andy 
Giggling knowingly ot comic injokes 
tithe "He cass bottle 
To Metropolis by now.” in “Batman For- 
‘ver whe hy jst go over most people's 
heads. We're like, cool, 
Unlike real-life women, comic Bod 
Girls don't threaten to call the cops when 
ve gel cose lo hem le hey‘ 
redid nd leigh by 
‘Thanks to reading od sus of f- 
‘Men, we know how to yell stuff in differ- 
‘ent languages like “Mein Gott!”, “Boshe 


514 


Howry doy, she dumped. \ 
\ BH) hele hin fox Wal West kia th lah, 
“G)She wee kill by Mojor Force ond stuffed inio. 
Ayl'Sehierao 
) She fd ut fa bem canst ened By the 
power of Sitestra’s power ring: 


2. Pretty-boy Jack Hart fs better knowns what 
superpowered tharadler? < 

1A) Jack of Herts 

8) Blackdack 

Heart Breaker 

D) The Jcker 


3. What dd Nightcrader once give his sweetie Amanda 
Sefton to “protect her when e's not around’? 
‘Non ono dpa of hms fram he Danger Rod 
8) a wist-worn focefield projector made from 
Shor ehno 
Q/astuffed doll of himself called o “Bamf” 
1D) BigJin Sls, former NFL fullback wit on eo ouble 


4, Which ofthe following characters was so 
obsessed with Spider-Man that (s)he committed 
crimes jst to be chased by him, and cls built 0 
rater sorting shrine nbs Honor? 

4) Siver Sola 

8B) the Black Cot 

(Spider-Woman 

1D) Big Jim Slade, former NFL fullback with cn eye for trouble 


5. By what commie boot licking name did Colossus 


@D wizara:tetc #67 


70 by when fe wus once under the mind contol of 
ie? 


‘Aj Comore Sel 

8) The rlearion 

‘he Supreme Soviet 

D) The fon Corot 
6, Which of the following booke onthe life of © 
‘superhero was not Seen in.c bookstore window. 


“as the good reverend Norman McCay walked to 


Plaet Krypton in issue #1 of Kingdom Come? 
4) Mterate Enos by Yh Ly 
8) Behind the Mosk by Jessie Chambers 
dr the Hood by Hols Mason 
Wht i Talkin‘ Aur by Tod ries 


7, How does Batman's psychotic enemy, Two- 
Face, moke decsions? 

‘He fips we edad con Whe srl side 
‘cae up, he dos somelhing ei If he deo sid comes 
‘ps fe deste orl in 

1B) He wks hi onde vicina rick question on eis 
‘nd folloy fis svi iavens they answer onlhicaly, 

‘C) He rolls a die mode of human bone; evens they 
‘ive, odds they die. 

1} He puts on Pope ad Ls, his sock pune, 
codes ta debe oe ve tle dte 
dn vis the raument Then he 2a ther. 


“8, Why did Luke Cage, Pawer Man tke over 
{or he Thing in the Fontastic Foor, fora fewe 

in the 19705? 

1) ThsThog wes etuetting rar irish. 
received oh hands of Annus and Boor 

8) The et ofthe FF hoot he ws ded na iced 
Poverdlano fis elecenent 

‘The Thing ln Hs ne wd wos ths sla os 
asipethnro: 

DY Tie words: the tals. 


Whois Spawn the Impaler? 
‘ad despot vant of Walco 
B)ax cover operative Mt Simons 
‘Q an nkrowm metal ight 
atime diplced Chal 
10. What government agent came fo tuke Pro- 
fessor Xavier ava i X-Men #572 
A) Larry Tsk 
B) Boson 
Val Cooper 
D) Petr Henry Gyich 


11. Remember Aqualad? Well, hes all grown up 
now, and goes by the name of... 

‘AY Aquaman I. 

8) Tempest. 

Typhoon. 

1) Coptain Squid 


Former Mort of the Month Balloon, 
Buster welcomes youto thie 
‘Miscellatieous Wizard Fun Section 


12, Which arck-enemiy did Batman recenily have 
{0 Jean up with fo stop Ro’s Al Ghl’s disease 
‘rom being released in Coleote? 

AN tad Shee 

B)Thedoket 

‘Ana 

D) Sine 


13, Wht name did the Invaders go by after 
World War 2 

‘Ate iat Leon 

8) he Air Sgodion 

Che A Wines Savod 

D)HAS. BEERS, eto timing Sette 
Beating ox Erplyes of Mei Squads) 


15, Who was the cause of the most ecenf inca 
tiation of the JER? 

De Destiny 

8) Krow an 

(the Lett af oan 

D)the Hyper 


16. When Matt terdack was supposedly dead, 
‘ibe toe i Met aly Bash De ate, 
‘a seca ienily? 
A) ck alti 
8) Fong eon 
(Jake nly 
D) Murdock Mathews. 


17, Wha created the Avengers wacky andra, 
‘the Vision? 

Aj ten 

1) The rch nna Jahan So te andi gy 
fromhelavadea) 

ol Pines vin 

D) The Kise: 


1B, To tuen hoc into fis regular teenage geek 
orm, what must Nnjok say? ~ 
A) eallion the power of, Ninjakl® 
8) “Ninjok forever!" 
Wij ol carl” 
‘D) "I wonder if my series wil make ilo tsue 792° 


19. The Gen’ kids crrenty attend which university? 
4) Universi of Son Diego 
apa 
Toms Ae 
‘D} Virginia T&A. 
20. Why the els ln Rowe so pissed a Zorro? 
Sento tinese soar 
by auf whe smeane mistook her bro for Zoo. 
8) She threw herself Zorro, who refused her love, 
nd nar sho wants him dod for “inshing’ er. 
€or cider kiledhe fer, «rules pon 


‘ssl 
) Shea chick an, you know, chicks just get mood. 


Dales cal 


5 Spore o Rider 
9. ores Th ily 
1 Hao’ by Se 


u's canbl foe 


18 Zac's redhead babe 
‘21. Marvel or Tree: 
BNC test ope 

venue prnae 
25, Wt lg 
lo of Wiehe 
28 Niniolors etl boyhiend 
30 plays "Sos Tks ein Mago 
3 tk Selec 
34 legendary Warder Women at 
36: Witchblade fos: << Wotingba 
3B, Superman's power squrie 
39 Sue Diy’ stele Spouse, Hanged 
40 mared Skyler ier 
4), Bru Boone’shink, “Sanson 
43-scied mln vo loves Je 
47. jouinited Sharon Carter cnd Cop; ini 
49, spoke hing rk tide i 
50. What Woedgod looked tie 
51. Lave & Rockets co-creator; iit. 
52. Brainy Ant-Man foe 
59, Suptman’s welding case 
55. eee sun 
56. coc bokoud effet 
37 Nigh of Sal 
39. XForte stronoman 
64 “Bile Fanboy 
65, gve Corel gin nt 
Wolo Zot 
69, Sait Francsca’s movie; 
70. hero of “a thousand talents 
7 Nien tga ont 
73.0 artist Jolin Pout 
15; Preacher character fas Face tke this 
76: LEGION. Member Copii 

bier 


in 


82 Marvel's temporal odninitrofon ia 
85, What the Thing did foc he UWE 
‘86. one of Denna Ti 


Teil 48 down does ell 
2. Bono has big anes, 
4. Ga. ikes, Number 


fish Til 
1S. Joker’s favorite word: MIS L 
8. Was Guy Gordner’s flame INTO. TRYING: oe 


ANOTHER KIO! 


special romance- 
laden edition 


igs donna it 

5. filed Gen Sty, 

8, Sdon’sson it 

4. Younblod adr 

DAs hited vier Villers 
ilo Copernican 

12 The Mf Han 

14 Bonsh’s homeland 

18. Bio foe 

12 Capa Marval veapons 

20: Barz Lohiea's pa 

2 Any hs 

16 cH’ partne 

26 Namo aa sg, 

M.S absuper eras 

2 Mickey spl Hike 


32. Bionix cioracters’ boss 
85, Leave if lao 

a7 Wall pila, Exeany 
i Sey’ fst rane 

YP Amore Ulta 

4 you just hit the jackpot!" 
45 saiyDile 

46, hoked up wih Dolphin 

48, Paradox Pres litle, power dno 
49. "The Wizard of __" 

‘53, The Dreaming writer; iit. 

54. brought Roque and Gani together 
58 nt’ daugher 


60. Access. 
§). nadie Supermam Marto i, 
62. Vergo book wih confi i 
63. Magneto ond Ant-Man wear one 

466, carer fl of his 

68. rtes about Reed/Se/llamer angle 
72th Man ian 

74 Aunt Nay hd thing for hs Octopus 
76h sh on Spey Back 

7 Arsenal used to da ths 

79, mare female kel it 


80. Sesquth ni, 
81, Goated 54 dont 
83.15 shaker 

A Tony Stark’ other group 


This list doesn’t track the number of copies which a specific character sels each month. 1t doesn’t pay attention to any kind of 
sales meter. This list isa roster of the 10 comic book characters with the strongest fan following—nothing more, nothing less. 


ceria wauldae be 


bbe Logan's degsice! And / 


whav ake hell's he’s 
Ppapay aboue firse hey 
sipped bis I 
adamantiusy (Battling, 
5 an inceaeal 


Sh ie BALAN enone 
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BULLS: 


Goins fo California 
Cavallo and Chris Duncan (along with various assorted buddies) bade farewell co snow-swept New 
On cle ori S60: ars noveraayrer sees ot Us 
Angeles, California (You can't beat that out-of-season airfare!). Any- 
were cramped as it is), we thought we'd do the next best thing and 
Sees 
Bante ore 
those that won't 
enbieees 


700 Wy 


OuT-OF SHAPE 
TOURISTS 
ASSEMBLE! 


(eck fom op lf Gant plac 
shark; Doug Mat and ot; Doag 
ga en and Cis 


Online Editor, Wizard Press. 


What is it you do at Wizard? 
created and manage he Wizard Wd forum an ADL. 
Ps, lea lhe unk food nabdy ee wan 

Your favorite section in Wizard? 

“tulle” Blore| worked here, | hought hat sft 
vos made up, bu i'ma, The me's room realy 0 
scary place 

Favorite mo 

"Pulp Fin and Clerks." 

Favarite hook? 
ear an Loathing in Los Yegs, 
bby Hunter S. Thampson. 

Favorite TV shows? 

“The Xen “Policy cored.” 

Who would play you in 


tothe copy rot eepio, ticle manna ok | 
sho os did't ket trugh doy. | 

Favorite musical performers? | 
Feat! Jom and Kis. | 

Favorite comics right now? 

Concrete Jin, Sangersin Parodi ond Brry 
Windsor Sit: Sotllr. 

Wht hobbies or ovtsde interests do you have? 
‘Acupl of Wizrdsiofers ond Ido a TV show called 
*ComixVision.” 

‘What superpower would you want, and why? 
Udlke tobe abl oe oll! want and not goin weight | 
‘Nutter Butters. .. mmm, 


‘An overweight Kirk Cameron. 
Most frightening Wizard 
moment? 

Hy fist day of wor. Ian 
offi shared with Mare 
Wilkosky ond Andrew Kor- 
den, had a desk focing 0 
‘wall, no phone, no computer 
and, bing hen gy, go 
aroken cat. An, hanks 


lop 10 times 
ard tolls learn 

firins Our i 
10.Sameines if you're no eal ell some cheks 
Jnipoitto be aus 
9 Sometimes, ave when you'e realy crea Some 
ick ina io Bas. 
&. Geling fo Mexia alot easer thon geting ou of Mei. 
The “hese ne, lit, can Uiey on your Ble 
ova 0 otc oo wel te eer 
‘6. Those new 2@0%Sing Stor Wars figues ore ust os 
fad Find aut here os they ae over hte, 
5, You can eat re fishes and aa. aller 
oie ih af cy you ca al sal) 
A, Wh sera vltet oo on ols Your 
tack ke sure hey bing Jo at your Bak 
3. Neve getiiohed nolan war Asa o go up 
‘gins Silo when death onthe fie 
‘% Don't verde when you spe stl fms ote 

cma el 

1. When i's a rent-o-cor, wha cores? 


Here’ oot he waning ASTRO CATY ey (ese #611 
‘he Ato Cay High School by Sra Henley oa gees Cal? 


We Ory 
© seusenoo. 


WITCHBLADE, Wzacd #63: Ethan Peorack, 
Edmonton, Hlbero, Canada 


IQ answers... — 


LE SHO DA NRG RR 
Qh SO IE BE OR 
BC TA TER IGA Ah 
AP RETRACT 
from page 105, 
CROSSWORD answers. 
San GSS AREA BE 
AMER 


22, lwonder why they asked me to 
write this one. Something to do 
‘with that whole Green Lantern/Hal 


Jordan thing maybe? 

‘When | was tabbed as the new writer of 
Green Lanter in 1994, che plan called for 
getting rid of Hal Jordan as Green Lantern 
in favor of a younger ring-slinger. This was 
eavisioned as something different fram the 
“death” of Superman or the breaking of Bat- 
man—this was permanent. 

‘And boy, did we piss off 2 fair share of 
old-time readers in the process. 

Even though 
it was 3 decision 
originatingin DE 
editorial, ic was 
‘my name in the 
credits. And 
even though | 
hada fondness 

for Hal's charac- 
LUMN ouCc. 

initial misgivings, 
I believed the new direction was the right deci- 
sion. So Iwas perfectly willing to stand up and 
take my share of the expected heat le was just 
the intensty ofthe heat that was unexpected. 


co 


FANS UPSET WITH 
CHARACTER 
CHANCES NEED 

| TOKEEP enve 


ways regarded change as good, as 
necessary. Without change, especially in'a 
creative realm, we stagnate. But some fans 
didn't want change. Their attachment to Hal 
was passionate, to say the least They took 
Hal's fate personally ike he was member 
cof the family, I was surprised at such a volatile 
reaction to something that...well, wasn't 
real. Despite the “new” Green Lantern’s 
success, the outcry never quiets in some 
‘quarters: bring back Hal, get rid of 
Marz, fire the editor 
‘Angering readers isn't necessarily 
a bad thing, You're pressing 
the audience's buttons, 
generating an emotional 
response because of 
something you simply 
made up. That's one of 
the greatest satisfactions 2 
writer can have. lt means 
you've done your job; you've 
made people care. 

I'd rather be vilified than 
ignored, but I've never wric- 
Q} ten anything to intentionally 
nger readers. That's true 
for Green Lantern or any of 
the other books I've written 
The choices | make are dic- 
tated by my story sense, my 


views of what makes good drama and what 
I think best serves the characters, And yes, 
sometimes those choices anger fans. 

So how do you deal with them? Gen- 
erally, | and most other creators don't This 
isn'e lke playing for the Yankees, where fans 
can voice their displeasure over your lat- 
est batting slump because they come to 
your place of work. There aren’e any jeer 
ing crowds in my office. Other than infre- 
quent online exchanges and occasional 
convention appearances, there's nota great 
deal of direct fan interaction. Those 
instances where | have had an exchange 
with an irate fan, I've had to explain why | 
did what | did, And in a lot of cases, the 
explanation falls on deaf ears. Incensed read- 
ers don’t want an intelligent discussion, hey 
want you to fall on your knees, admit the 
error of your ways and beg forgiveness. 
‘You can't win, And you can’t allow yourself 
to be swayed by what the readers want; 
you can't prostitute your craft. 

Utimately, wha icall means is...nothing, 
In the larger scheme of things, what | or 
anybody else in this industry does is diver- 
sion. [e's entertainment, and with few excep- 
tions, that’s all itis. Once in a while, a Dark 
Knight Returns or a From Hell or a Maus is 
created, and we can all be proud. But first 
and foremost, comics aspire to give read- 
ers a 20-minute ride. Our art form is 
designed to entertain, and as such, it pales 
in comparison to real-world concerns. AIDS, 
Rain forest depletion. The homeless. Ar 
mal cruelty. Pick your cause. 

My point here is that those are the things 
that should anger us oF fire our passions, 
not the “lives” of comic book heroes. | don’t 
‘mean to say comics are meaningless. Every 
day | pursue my profession with as much 
energy and enthusiasm as | can muster. The 
fans pursue their hobby wich a zeal that 
should fatter those of us lucky enough co be 
creators. But we shouldn't lose perspective. 
‘We shouldn't let comics take the place of the 
things thac matter. 

Ifa book consistently angers or fils to 
entertain you, you don't have to read it If 
you don't like Green Lontern, though | hope 
you do, there are worse things you can do 
with the $1.75 than give it to a homeless 
shelter. Ifyou don't like what Captain Amer- 
ica has turned into (get in line), give your 
$1.95 to a soup kitchen. 

Doniclosesght of what’ rely importane. WW 


Ron Marz is the writer of Green Lantern and 
Superboy, both for DC Comics, 


‘Marz had the task of making the 
“old” Green Lantern into a villain (lft) 
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Here's looking at... 


MARK OAKLEY 


W: Mark Oakley was in college, he was struggling for a direc- 


tion. What the 26-year-old creator of the self-published hit 
Thieves & Kings did not count on was an enlightened teacher 
recalls the 
fe knew I wasn'cintarested in what they were 


showing him the door, “He asked me why | was here, 
Toronto-based Oakley. 
teaching. He suggested | leave college, geta part-time job and justlive 
this dream | had, I said, ‘Damn! He's right! 'm out of here!’ ” 

Thieves & Kings, which chronicles young thief Rubel’s adven- 
tures in a world populated by kings, pirates and princesses, is 2 
spirited, unconventional book that mirrors Oakley's independent, 
creative stance. "| always liked fantasy and | always had a desire to 
depict a being at war with the establishment. It was that whole ‘| 
am not a number, | am a free man’ th 

‘Adding to the “fairy tale” notion, Thieves & Kings contains some 
blocks of text with surrounding illustrations. Oakley's reason for this 
unique style fs threefold, “I can tell lot more story in alot less space. 
[ike to just go with the story and let it ake me where it will And 
you've got to admit. it's great gimmick,” he laughs. 

Oakley, born and raised in Montreal, Canada, began drawing 
ac the age of five, “when | discovered the motor skills necessary to 

pick up a pencil,” and later 
saw his still vague artistic 
Journey leaning in the direc- 
tion of book and album cov- 
ers, After a summer job at a 
local animation company, the 
aforementioned six-month 
gig at Sheridan College in 
Montreal and a three-year 
period selling lottery tickets 
and fixing lawnmowers to 
make the rent, Oakley finally 
saw the light, 
had never really been 
into comies, but | had 
become real passionate about 
pictures and storytelling, and comics seemed like the way to go 
when ic came to presenting those kinds of ideas.” 

‘Oakley's free man attitude manifested itself in forming | Box 
Publishing, as che self-publishing launching pad for Thieves & Kings. 
“| was terrified to get into self-publishing,” he admits. “But | felt 
this had to work, or 'd end up under a train or bus—t couldn't do 
anything else. With that in mind, | was going to make damned sure 
it worked.” 

Thieves & Kings did work, as the bimonthly series is currently 
on issue #15. Oakley is proud of the fact that his book not only 
pays the bills, but has fielded a number of animation and distribu- 
ton offers. All of which Oakley, given his artistic streak, has so 
far turned down, "I believe in accountability and responsibility. 
You've got to bind yourself to the work heart and soul; otherwise 
it doesn’t mean anything.” 


by Marc Shapiro 
GD wizara:tetc +67 


“profile: ” 


Firstcomicreat.. 
Dennis the Menace. | learned how to read on those books. 
Favorile comic ofall time... 
‘Neuscad ofthe Vay of Wind. iked that book’ philosophy of life and how 
tolveic 
Favorite work of your own... 
Thieves & Kings, because it embodies al the goals Ive set for mysefin fe 
les more than usta comic for me 
Superpavrer you would most wat. 
Instant recall of any information 
Comics you current read. 
‘Astro Gry, Beanworld 
Favorite munchisal 2am... 
Popcom 
Favorite toy as a kid and as an ad 
‘As aki, je was Legos. Asan adult, my Str Wars lightsaber. 
‘Things you collect. 
Ail kinds of brushes, pens and art supplies 
Person you would mast want to mee.. 
“Calin and Hobbes” creator Bill Watterson 
Person who would play you ina movie about yoursei. 
Robert Downey Jr. 
Favatile carton... 
“Bate ofthe Pianets” 
Person you would most ike fo work with. 
‘The late author Joseph Campbell 
Favorite musical performer. 
Beethoven 
Favorite TY show... 
“Northern Exposure” 
ast good mavie you saw... 
“The Shawshank Redemption” 
‘ast good book you rea. 
War and Peace, by Leo Tolstoy 
Ifyou had the power of The Beyonder, 
Td make a clone of myself so I could get the work done faster. 
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Batteries never included. 


Some things will never change. Magic: The Gathering® has always been the hand-held game that 
challenges your wits, not your reflexes. Fifth Edition™ continues the tradition of 
Magic excellence with strong, more balanced decks for improved sealed- jog — 
deck play, over 200 cards featuring new art, plus powerful reprints 
that put a charge into your game. 
Magic: The Gathering: a game of strategy and imagination, 


ASC. 


FIFTH SoITion™ 
Ea Wizards of the Coast Customer Service: (206) 624-0933 + www.wizards.com 
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Ne Gathering. Wizskh FT Goss, Fit tion, te tap symbol ()- and an symbols (® & BB) ar tareoarks of Wards OF he Coast, Ie 
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He’s the prime suspect ina terrifying mystery. 
The police are after him and so is the murderer. 


PATRICIA ARQUETTE 
ano NICK NOLTE 


EWAN McGREGOR 
JOSH BROLIN 


IN (AUREN GRAKAM oe MOK NOTE “IGT 
AWGNSTEN HARVEY WEST CARY GHANA 
“STLEBORMEDAL msn 


